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TO THE MEMBER.

Reader, perchance you scorn the Author's dream,

And things of sight and sense far better deem,

The bird in hand appears thy wiser choice,

And in realities thou wouldst rejoice.

What if this bold conclusion then I make,

That thou the dreamer art, and I awake?

Life is a journey ;^
this my dreams portend.

Shew the best way, and point the happiest end :

Thy views of permanence on earth shall fall.

Phantasmagoria, one and all.

Reader, thy waking dreams, not mine, thou'lt find.

No trace of solid sense shall leave behind:

Waking ere long, for ever thou shalt weep,

That thou thy day of grace hast spent asleep.

^Qr>





THE PILGRIMAGE

^ OP

CHAP. I.

TVrOT long since, I fell into company with
-^^ several serious friends, and our conversa-

tion turned upon the importance of early piety.

We reflected, particularly, upon the daily in-

creasing impediments to repentance, which de-

lay and bad habits produce. And as we had,

each of us, dear children of our own, whom we

anxiously desired to train up from their earliest

youth in the nurture and admonition of the Lord;
we resolved to endeavour to write something
instructive and engaging for the benefit of our

several families. Full of this project, I returned

to my home: and while I was meditating what

I should write for the benefit of my little ones,

and urged on by the consideration that I might
not live to form their principles, and instruct
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them in the great end of their existence, I fell

asleep, and in my sleep I dreamed the following
dream.

Methought, I seemed lifted from the earth

into the clear azure sky, and beheld, at a dis-

tance, that great city, which has been properly
called the City of Destruction, Above it was a

thick mist, which obscured the light of the sun

and of the stars. In this mist and gloom, I

could discern terrible forms, and hideous appari-

tions, like unto fiery serpents, the rulers of the

poxver of the air, which work in the hearts of the

children of disobedience. These frightful spec-

tres were invisible to the inhabitants of the city,

by reason of the thick volumes of mist which

rolled over their heads.

Now I saw that the inhabitants of the place
had lamps of their own construction, which re-

presented every thing around very different to

its real form and nature. It was strange to ob-

serve the ragged dress of these people, and, at

the same time, to see them parading the streets,

perfectly unconscious that they had not where-

withal to cover their nakedness. But this self-

complacency was the effect of the lamps, with

which the streets were lighted. I observed

too, that all the senses of the people were vi-

tiated, insomuch that they continually mistook

sweet for hitter, and bitterfor sweet. And not

only did they yield to every temptation to ini-

quity, but their dehght was in the society of
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those only who countenanced and encouraged
them in their evil ways. ,

As I gazed with astonishment upon this Ci-

ty of Confusion^ I beheld a certain man, called

Evangelist, summon the inhabitants together in

the name of their King; whereupon many of

them being gathered together to hear what the

babbler, as they called him, would say, he thus

addressed them.

Men and brethren, your Sovereign Lord, the

King of the Celestial City, has, you well know,
time after 'time, sent his heralds of peace, to

warn you of the dreadful punishment which he

is resolved to inflict upon you, unless you re-

turn to your allegiance. From the beginning^

you have rebelled against him. He created you
in his own image, without spot of pollution, per-

fect in righteousness and happiness. But you
have defaced his image, as well as revolted from

his government; preferring the polluted garb
of Satan to that spotless righteousness which

alone can unite you to the God of holiness, the

King of Glory ; which ineffable union is the au-

gust destination and sovereign good of our race.

Moreover, you have surrendered yourselves to

the great enemy of your souls, even to Apolly-
on. This traitor has poisoned the whole course

of your nature, and incited you to every act of

treason and rebellion. He has bereaved you of

a bhssful paradise, and has brought upon you

disease, misery, and death, the wages of sin in
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this life; and he will, in the life to come, sting

and torture your immortal souls, so that 2/ow shall

desire death, and death shall flee from you. Ne-
vertheless your merciful Sovereign has, repeat-

edly, sent prophets and holy men, to warn you
of the dreadful and everlasting consequences of

impenitence and rebellion. Abraham, the fa-

ther of the faithful, the excellent and meek Mo-

ses, the king of Israel, who was the man after

his Lord's own heart, yea and he who was the

herald of the Prince of Peace, have successive-

ly summoned you to turn from the evil of your

ways. But you have rejected every call to re-

pentance.

Now, as his last warning, your Sovereign
Lord commissioneth me to declare unto you,

that, having sent forth his most faithful ser-

vants, whom you have lejected and insulted,

the hour of his judgment is at length arrived,

I sazv his throne set iJi the heavens, and out of
the throne proceeded voices, and thunderings, and

lightnings. Thousand thousands ministered unto

Jam, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood

before him, the judgment was set, and the books

were opened. If it was dreadful to hear the law

of the holy Lord God, when first enacted in a

voice of thunder from the smoking mountain of

God, how much more terrible to hear its loud

thunderings against transgressors, in this last

expiring hour of forbearance ! When, too, the

trumpet xvas xvaxing loud, exceedingly loud, and
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every son of man stood guilty, self-convicted,

and hopeless before the dread tribunal. There

xvas none that had done righteousness^ no not one

that could lift up his hand and plead, not guilty ;

not a man, that could save himself and deliver

his own soul; much less, who could spread the

robe of righteousness over himself and all the

partakers of his own corrupt and guilty nature.

Him, whom you serve and honour as your

prince, even him saw I stand forth as your ac-

cuser; and thus he pleaded against you. O
King, who livest for ever ! thou hast enacted

a Law which changeth not; and hast decreed,

that whosoever fulfilleth not all and each of its

statutes, in thought, word, and deed, should be

delivered into my power, to be cast into the

lake of fire, there to be tormented world with-

out end. Does not thy Law itself bear testi-

mony that cursed is every one that continueth

not in all things which are written in the hook of
the Laxv to do them? Thou knowest, O King,
that not one of these persons has come up to

the requisitions of thy Law: thou thyself hast

testified, that there is none that doeth righteous-

ness, no not one. Thou didst moreover ordain,

that they should all perish through the trans-

gression of their first progenitor, unless a second

father could be found for them, who should, in

their nature, keep thy Law in its full extent,

whole and inviolate, and work out a righteous-
ness sufficient for the whole human race. But
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no such champion has appeared, no, nor ever

can appear. And now my appointed hour is

come; and I demand all the inhabitants of the

earth to be given up to me, according to thy

word, O King, that I may inflict all my tor-

ments upon them.

Then I saw, continued Evangelist, that all

they who stood in the presence of
,
the King» were

overwhelmed with terror and anguish, for the

miseries which were coming upon mankind
;
and

even the Cherubim, who stood nearest to the

throne, looking earnestly into the mercy-seat,
now covered their faces with their wings, and

wept.
At this instant,

^—at this crisis,
—when the

herald of judgment was calling aloud to the

heavens above, and to the earth beneath, and to

the dead which are under the earth, to produce
a champion able to encounter the adversary of

man, and no champion appeared ;
and when the

sentence of the Law was about to be pronoun-
ced upon every transgressor of the Law, and the

destroyer about to inflict the excruciating sting
of everlasting torment upon every fallen crea-

ture,
—on a sudden—beyond all expectation

—at

the critical moment, an unknown and disguised

champion stood forth, and entered the lists.

But so mean and despicable was his appearance,
that even you, in whose cause he stood forth,

refused to look to him for deliverance, and de-

clared that you would not accept it at his hands.
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Yea, you yourselves, the objects of his most

tender love, leagued against him, and were of-

fended in him ; his 'visage was so marred more

than any man^ and hisform more than the sons of
men ; he xcas a man of sorrows, and acquainted
xvith grief

Nevertheless, I saw, that, despised as he was

of man, he was accepted of the Almighty as

the champion of mankind, and set his foot up-
on the straight and narrow path of divine righ-

teousness. But no sooner had he commenced
the perilous achievement, than all the powers
of darkness, combined with the principalities of

this world, bore down to thrust him from the

narrow and arduous pass, never surmounted by
man. He was tempted, he was mocked, he was

buffeted, he was stricken; yet forwards he held

his unbending course, firm as the rock in the

ocean assailed by the force of every wind and

wave. Not a single deviation from perfect rec^

titude before God, in thought, w^ord, or deed.

Nothing too little, nothing too much, in his

whole life and conversation. The learned and
the wise marshalled themselves to prove and van-

quish his wisdom; and the learned and the wise

were alike convinced of folly, and never again
ventured to resume the contest. Satan exhibi-

ted before him all his treasures, and would glad-

ly have bribed him with all his dominions; but

the Prince of darkness received an answer and

rebuke, such as he had never before experien-
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ced. Onwards he held his inflexible course

along the solitary, keen, and tremendous ridge,

by which the narrow path of divine righteous-
ness conducted him. Narrower and more nar-

row did the path become; steeper and more

steep the ascent; more horrible and lofty the

precipices on the right hand and on the left.

The smallest error, or misconception, would

have whirled him, and with him all our race,

into the bottomless pit. Nevertheless, all the

legions of earth and hell, charging at once up-
on him, were not able to make the slightest

impression upon the shield of his faith.

At last the grand conflict arrived, and he

prepared to storm the castle and dungeon of the

Prince of the power of darkness; and he de-

scended into the great deep. In this stupen-
dous achievement, behold him deserted by his

terrified servants, sweating great drops of blood,

crowned with thorns, and nailed to the dreadful

cross.

I beheld, and lo ! all the armies of earth and

hell were now let loose in the plenitude of their

power, and rushed upon him. He was oppressed,

and he zvas afflicted; yet he opened not his mouth:

he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter. And

now, O sight stupendous ! unsubdued and undis-

mayed by the shock of created powers without

number, albeit now expiring upon the bloody
cross, he dares an adversary infinitely more pow-
erful than all he had hitherto sustained. He
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who knew no sin, nozv became sin for us; and

faced, unmoved, the infinite wrath and indig-

nation of the Almighty against sin, concentred

as in a burning focus upon his mortal frame.

Powers and principahties of the heaven of hea-

vens, angels and archangels, what were now

your sensations, when you beheld a mortal sus-

tain the unrestrained wrath and indignation of

his Creator, and heard him it length triumph-

antly exclaim. It is Jinished
—^The divine Law

is fulfilled, the strength of sin is destroyed, and

the sting of death plucked out. Down into

the castle of the adversary he plunges ;
binds

him hand and foot; leads captivity captive, and

ascends to the tribunal of the Most High, and

demands a suspension of the righteous judg-
ment of God, and a reversion of the dread-

ful sentence of condemnation upon all the chil-

dren of Adam. Vast demand 1 to satisfy the in-

dignation of infinite Hohness against a world

of sinners, and to plead the fulfilment of all

righteousness ! Yet not a single charge is heard,

against him, not an exception ventured against

all his claims by the malicious and penetrating

adversary himself, who had watched and with-

stood him from his birth to his last agony.
Here also he prevails, and is pronounced by the

heart-searching Judge, the divine Lawgiver, to

be not only perfectly righteous in himself, but

to possess righteousness sufficient for the sal-

vation of all mankind. All his demands are
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immediately granted; he is exalted to the right

hand of the Most High; the representative of

man, in whom perfect and essential holiness

seeth no sin !

Then I heard the glad tidings of redemption,

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace and

good-zvill toxvards men, celebrated with the loud

voice of angels and archangels, falling down

before the throne, and crying, Worthy is the

Lamb that xvas slain, to receive pozver, and riches^

and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory,

and blessing.

And now, behold, I make known unto you,

and declare, in the name of your King and

Judge, these glad tidings of great joy, this

mighty salvation, of which if you can hear and

remain unmoved, you are then, I fear, harden-

ed beyond all hope of recovery. I make known

then to all here present, that, seeing there was

no one found in heaven above, nor in the earth

beneath, able to satisfy the just demands of the

Judge of all the earth, and inasmuch as he could

not dispense with the fulfilment of his righte-

ous law,
—He himself. He, the Maker and Judge

of rebellious man, has stepped down from his

throne of glory, taken upon him our mean na-

ture, borme all our sorrozvs, cai^riedall our griefs,

and submitted to every disgrace and torture,

which the lowest and most inveterate of his

enemies could inflict upon him; yea, that God
xvas in Christ, reconciling the zvorld unto himself*
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Men and brethren, how marvellous is the

loving-kindness of your Lord, in working out,

himself, the deliverance of his enemies! How
shall you escape if you neglect this great salva-

tion? Behold, once more he granteth you

place for repentance, and offers you a spotless

righteousness, which he himself has wrought
out for every one among you, who will place
his whole dependance upon him; and he will

not only render you perfectly righteous in him-

self by faith, if you stedfastly believe on him;
but he will give you the Spirit by the hearing of

faith,
—the Spirit of Illumination, the Spirit of

Sanctification, the Spirit of Consolation, that

he may abide with you for ever!

O then ponder well the greatness of your

offences, which have drawn down from heavea

your great and mighty Judge; and while you
behold him nailed to the cross, under the bur-

den of your sins, confess blood-guiltiness^ and

feel the exceeding sinfulness of sin. And O,

"weigh well and feel his unspeakable love to-

wards you, in enduring the sharpness of death,

in order to open unto you the way of salvation

which leadeth to the City of God. Fly di-

rectly to him, while he is Avilling to' receive

you; escape without delay from this accursed

place; and humble yourselves before the King
of kings, and Lord of lords; remembering,

that, to all your transgressions you have added

this most dreadful crime, that you have con-
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demned and killed the RighteouSy even your best

friend, while be was serving your best interests.

If you lose this hour of grace, another will not,

cannot be given ; but your aggravated offences

will speedily plunge both you and your city

into inevitable and eternal destruction. The

clouds of wrath are gathering round you, the

lightning is burning from the clouds, the earth

is quaking. Escape for your lives, without

one moment's delay. Look not back, but

haste to the mountain which is at the end of the

plain, lest you pe?^ish in the overthroxv of the city.

Even now the eye of faith beholds him coming

in the glory of his Father, and of the holy angels,

to execute everlasting vengeance upon the im-

penitent, and to perform all his promises to the

faithful.

He comes, he comes, the rending sky

Displays the Saviour's form on high,

The congregated clouds his seat.

And tempests rolling at his feet.

Alleluiah.

He comes, he comes, on either side

His marshall'd saints in glory ridej

While the dreadful trumpet's roar

Proclaims, that Time is now no more.

Alleluiah.

He comes, he comes, and every eye

Is lifted to the flaming sky,
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All the hosts of quick and dead

At length to Jesus bow the head.

Alleluiah.

Now every heart its witness bears,

And guilt the conscious sinner scares;

But saints transformed, admiring stand.

And raise the voice, and stretch the hand.

Alleluiah.

Now quick descending from on high.

Angels waft them to the sky.

Clothe them in dazzling robes of white,

And seat them in eternal light.

Alleluiah.

Now the whole triumphant band

Seize the golden harp in hand.

And wrapt in wonder view his face.

And laud and magnify his grace.

Alleluiah.

By the Prince of psalmists led,

Him they sing, for them who bled ;

Now fully feel that wondrous love,

Which drew Immanuel from above.

Alleluiah.

Ours, and not other eyes behold

Whom apostles viewed of old ;

Whom thy prophets bade us seek.

Not half thy glory could they speak.

Alleluiah.

Eye hath not seen, ear hath not heard,

This consummation of thy word,

This bliss supreme, this joy complete,

Jesus, of standing at thy feet!

Alleluiah.
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CHAP. 11.

IVrOW I saw ill my dream, that, when Evan-

-i-^
gelist had delivered his message, and con-

cluded his exhortation, the greater number of

the inhabitants of the city treated his words

with contempt; and some even proceeded to re-

vile and threaten the preacher of righteousness.

But it was evident, that even these were secretly

impressed with terror, though they resisted and

stifled every rising conviction. So piercing is

the edge of divine truth even to the carnal

heart.

The scorners reprobated his charges as un-

founded, and alleged that they were not guil-

ty of rebellion. We are not concerned, said

they, in the apostacy of our forefathers, and we

have not all personally transgressed the letter

of the royal Law. Yea we have a zeal for our

King, and have not in vain sought to establish

our oxvn righteousness before him.

A small number however felt the command-

ments of the Law come home to their consci-
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ences in spirit and in power, and were cut to

the quick. These persons made up to Evange-

list, and confessing themselves verily guilty be-

fore the King, expressed their deep and alarm-

ing convictions of that guilt which had, in ef-

fect, bowed the heavens, and constrained their

Judge, as the only means of magnifying his righ-

teous Law, and, at the same time, of exercising

mercy and grace, to fulfil, himself, all righte-

ousness, and die the death of the vilest malefac-

tor. They explicitly acknowledged, that if one

man died for all^ then were all dead; and they ea-

gerly besought Evangelist to give them a more
full direction concerning the way, by which

they might escape for their lives, and make
their peace with the King.

Then Evangelist shed tears of joy over them,
and assured them that the whole household of

the King of the Celestial City rejoiced on their

account; for they had been lost, and they were

found ; they had been dead, and they xoere alive

again. Then, after much admonition and ex-

hortation, he gave to each of them, separately,

the volume of the book of life, charging them

to consult it on all occasions; and, at the same*

time, earnestly to pray for light to understand

it, for humility to submit to it, and for power
to act according to its precepts. Thus only,
said the prophet, shall it make you wise unto

salvation, and preserve you from all error in the

way which leadeth to eternal life.
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Now I particularly noticed among those

who applied to Evangelist for directions con-

cerning the way to the City of God, a young
person of the name of Theophilus, who wait-

ed behind to speak to the prophet. Having
obtained an opportunity of privately address-

ing him, he spake to this purpose Minister

of our great King, thy vords have impressed
me deeply, and I tremble for my life. I intreat

you to inform me, whether, in the overthrow

of this city, persons of my age will be treated

as guilty of rebellion towards our lawful sove-

reign? Will not my youth plead my excuse?

My Son, replied Evangelist, I am well pleas-

ed virith thy alarm respecting thy safety; but

I cannot give you any encouragement to hope,
that you can possibly be preserved from de-

struction, except by escaping for your life. Even
from thy conception thou hast been a child of

wrathy under condemnation to everlasting tor-

ments. He that cannot lie hath thus pronoun-
ced concerning thee.

But, my father, replied the young man, trem-

bling, is it necessary for me to fly without delay
from the City of my Nativity? Have I not ma-

ny years before me, and will it not be early,

enough for me at a future time to make my
peace with the King ?

My Son, rejoined the venerable man, affec-

tionately fixing his majestic eye upon Theophi-

lus, while thou hast the lights walk as a child of
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ike light, the flight cometh wherein no man can

zvork. He, in whom thou livest, movest, and

hast thy being, who can strike thee dead in a

moment, he it is, who now calleth thee to fly

from the wrath to come. Of those who resist

his solemn call, young as thyself, thousands he

cutteth off, as in a moment, and casteth into

eternal fire
; thousands he leaveth to their own

inclinations; and with Him depart for ever, the

will and the power to repent. My son, thou

hast good reason to say to thy soul, Now or

never—Now or never is the path of peace be-

fore my feet; now or never is the gate of salva-

tion open to me
; now or never is the City of

God within my reach. Hesitate not therefore

one moment, my son, to escape for thy life, thy
eternal life. The difficulties which thousands

and tens of thousands have overcome in the

strength of the Lord their God, should not ter-

rify thee. O, couldst thou, but for one mo-

ment, see the ineffable blessedness and glory of

that communion of saints, which standeth in

the everlasting sunshine of the Divine Presence,

thou wouldst count all things but as loss to sit

down with the fathers in the kingdom of

glory. These all died in faith, not having re-

ceived the promises, but having seen them afar

off, and zvere persuaded of them, and embraced

them, and confessed that they xvere strangers
and pilgrims on earth, desiring a better coun-

try^ that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not
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ashamed to be called their God, for he hctfh

prepared for them a city.

Now I saw that Evangelist, having thus ex-

horted the young man, and earnestly prayed for

a blessing upon him, presented him with the

volume of the Book of Life, and bade him God

speed.

For some time Theophilus seemed lost in

thought, meditating, whether he should imme-

diately take the advice of Evangelist, and quit
the city of his nativity; or, whether he should

first take leave of his friends. At one time he

would cast his eyes towards the East, in which

quarter were situated the Wicket-gate, and the

burning and shining light. At another time he

felt his heart drawn to his friends. At last

he decided in his mind, that it would be best

not to take so bold and adventurous a step all at

once; but gradually to extricate himself from

his old connections, if he could not prevail up-
on his friends to enter into his views, and ac-

company him to Mount Sion. So he returned

to the house of his tutor, Mr. Carnal-mind,

and joined his old associates and school-fellows ;

among whom were Love- the-world, Dread-of-

singularity. Evil-habit, and others of the same

description; all of whom assumed to themselves

soft and plausible names, by which they were

called in this city. For it was here deemed a

proof of unpardonable uncharitableness, and

disloyalty to the reputed prince of the place, to
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speak of sin according to its true name and

nature.

Now the inexperienced youth had no sooner

returned to his old companions, than he found

himself involved in inextricable difficulties, and

heartily wished that he had directly followed the

advice of Evangelist, and without delay escaped
from this society. He now felt that he should

not be able to influence his friends; on the con-

trary, he found himself strongly influenced by
them. His old habits, the fear of enmity and

ridicule, and rising doubts, on one side restrain-

ed him from commencing his pilgrimage; while,

on the other, conviction and terror agitated his

conscience. During this miserable state of inde-

cision, he would at times, when he believed

himself unobserved, go forth at the Eastern

gate of the city, and proceed as far as he dared,

reading in his book, and looking towards the

Wicket-gate, if peradventure he might discern

the glory of the morning star, which rises over it.

Tv[ow it came to pass that in one of these

little excursions, Theophilus was observed by
his old companions. And no sooner did they

guess at his intention to forsake them, than

they determined to prevent the execution of his

purpose. So they quickly prepared their bows,

and dipped their arrows in the gall of ridicule;

and at once set upon him. And now was Theo-

philus well nigh stung to death by these veno-

mous and rankling shafts^ and found himself



20 THE PILGRIMAGE

constrained to decide whether he should re-

nounce the City of God, or the City of De-

struction. For he felt that he should now be

compelled by his companions to go all lengths
with them, unless he quitted them for ever.

But. the way of a man is not in himself. His

Heavenly Father had made ready the path in

which he should go; and this discovery and op-

position were the means by which he should

become decided in his determination to quit the

City of Destruction. For the first time he now
felt his own insufficiency, and hfting up his

hands and eyes to heaven, he besought the King
to send him a guide and assistant, who might
both place him in the way, and enable him to

overcome all opposition.
While he was yet praying, I beheld, and lo !

a grave and venerable female clothed in white

raiment, came towards him, and taking him by
the hand, said, My son, be stroiig and of good
cheer. My strength is made perfect in weakness.

From the beginning I was sent unto thee by the

great King; and unseen by thee / opened thine

heart to hearken to the words of Evangelist.
Alike unperceived I have drawn thee onwards

to this place, and have only waited to manifest

myself as thy guide, until thou shouldst learn by
experience, that zvithoiit me thou canst do nothing.
As she spake these words, I saw the spirits of

the young man revive: I saw him lift up his

abashed head, and in the spirit of firmness, tern-
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pered by meekness, reply to the scoffers, who sat

in the gate My clear friends, be you admo-

nished, yourselves to escape from the destruc-

tion which awaits you, if you remain in the

City of Apoliyon. Farewell.

Having thus addressed his old companions,
and bade them farewell, he turned to his guide,

who bade him follow her, and pray for the con-

version of his friends.

Now the atmosphere of the neighbourhood
of the city, where they were travelling, was

still oppressed with thick mists and clouds, and

Theophilus went on, not knoxving whither he

tvent. But I perceived, that, as they proceeded,
the young man enquired of his guide her name,
and she replied ; My name is Heavenly Wisdom.

/ lo'ce them that love me, and those that seek me

early shallfind me. Riches and honours are with

me, yea durable riches and righteousness. My
fruit is better than gold, yea than muchfne gold;

and my revenue than choice silvei—I lead in the

way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of

judgment
—The Lord possessed me in the beginning

of his way before his xvorks of old—now therefore

hearken unto me, O ye children; for blessed are

they that keep my xvay.

Now I saw that Theophilus and his celes-

tial guide continued their way till they passed

through the region of thick clouds and dark-

ness. The hour in which they emerged from

the smoke and fogs of the city was that which
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immediately precedes the dawn of day. And

now, for the first time, Theophilus distinctly

beheld the bright and silent canopy of heaven,

and the full-orbed moon slowly sailing across

the sky.

Lift up thine eyes, said his guide, and be-

hold the image of the City of God. Js one star

differeth from another star in glory^
so also is the

resurrection of the dead. They that be wise shall

shine as the stars, in the heaven of heavens.

There is neither speech nor language^ but their

voice is heard among them. They cry aloud,

as it were unto thee, and proclaim the omnipo-
tence of their Creator, and the glory of his king-
dom. What beauty, what stability, what har-

mony is therein those invisible heavens, of which

these are but the faint type and shadow! Let

the solemn night, which shews and expands to

thine eye the constellations of material glory,

always carry thy thoughts to that still more

solemn night of death, which will unveil unto

thee the stars which are in the right hand of the

Most High, his chosen and faithful angels, and

make manifest unto thee that heaven of hea-

vens, which shall never pass away.
At length the fair morning star rose above

the horizon, and the dawn illuminated the East.

But a morning cloud was spread over the moun-

tain on which the Wicket-gate stood, and as yet
it was hardly discernible.

The gentle guide now addressed the young
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man to this purpose. It has pleased the gra-
cious King, and his beloved Shepherd, to com-

mission me to raise and exalt thy views to that

world of glory, which the dim-sighted sons of

Apollyon regard not. Tell me now, my son,

art thou earnestly desirous to see the King in

his glory, to joifi the blessed assembly of thejirst
born xvritten in heaven; to enjoy the society of

angels and archangels, and of the spirits ofjust
men made perfect, and to embrace thy dear fa-

ther and mother?

My heart, replied Theophilus, burned with-

in me, while thou didst converse upon these glo-
rious prospects. I felt like one awakened out of

sleep; and all my past pleasures and pursuits
seem to me like an idle dream. Eternity seems

as it were spread before my eyes and as it were

already come, in its length, its breadth, its

depth, and its height. How could I have been

so long in darkness? O yes! Lead me, and I

will follow thee whithersoever thou sroest—
Lead me to the King of Glory, to the City of

God, and to the company of the blessed; and
let me once more see my dear parents, of whom
there now remaineth unto me only a faint and

tender recollection, yet sweet as that delightful

melody, which, I could imagine, I heard proceed-

ing from the celestial spheres, when you point-
ed out to me their order, harmony, and obedi-

ence to their great King.
I am glad, my son, replied Heavenly Wisdom,
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that you have some recollection of your ex-

cellent parents. I was their guide through the

Valley of Tears to the Celestial City. In all their

affliction I xvas afflicted, and I bare them and car-

ried them through the JVilderness. Now they
stand in the presence of the Heavenly King,
clothed in robes of glory, harping the sweet

songs of Sion. Of all their afflictions, this they
felt most keenly, that it was not allotted to

them to train thee up in my ways. They
both together came to a cruel death, for the

love they bare the sweet shepherd of their

souls. Yet, in the very bitterness of their suf-

ferings, they forgat not thee, Theophilus; but

most fervently called upon me, by the name of

Him, which I never hear unmoved, and earnest-

ly entreated me to become thy guardian, to

watch about thy bed, and bring thee, at length,

unto them, never to be separated. O Theophi-

lus, I conjure thee by the prayers of thy dying

parents, and by the love, and regard, and so-

licitude, which they still retain for thee, to as-

pire, with all thy soul, to join thy parents in the

groves of Paradise ! Hast thou a heart, my
son, to be drawn by Love, by the hope of

glory?
Lead me on, exclaimed Theophilus, nothing

shall deter me. My heart is set; it resolves. No
difficulty shall discourage me. Time is cast be-

hind me: I stand upon the brink of eternity.

Yea, all things are become new unto my soul.
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My son, rejoined Heavenly-Wisdom, I do

not wish to damp and discourage thy zeal and

ardour; but it is now necessary for thee to know
that thy zeal and love will be tried to the utmost;
and that the path of glory is rough, narrow, and

steep. The weather will not always be serene and

fair. The lights of heaven will often be obscu-

red over thy head. Thine enemies are numerous

and mighty. Read in thy book of those who
stand before the Great Shepherd, and thou wilt

learn that they all came out ofgreat tribulation.

All and each of them were tried, and tempted,
till they were compelled to acknowledge their

own insufficiency, as of themselves, and to a-

scribe the kingdom, the pozver, and the glory, to

their King. My son, if thou hast ears to hear,

treasure up this maxim from the beginning of

thy pilgrimage, and thou shalt find it to be the

pearl of inestimable value: IVhen I am zveak,

then am I strong. Look not to thyself, look

not to men—look to thy book, and to me, thy

appointed guide, and thou shdlt have more un^

derstanding than thy teachers, thou shalt he xvi-

ser than the aged. Let no reasonings of thyself
or others tempt thee to undervalue thy book.

Read not as thou believest, but believe as thou

readest; and thou, even thou, my child, in so

doing, shalt find the wisdom of The Ancient

of Days.
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CHAP, III.

THE
broad orb of day now rose in the East

to the astonishment of Theophilus. His

eyes could not bear its light, nor could he look

stedfastly upon his guide. But I saw that he

took out his book, and read therein, In them

hath he set a tabernacle for the sun—there is no-

thing hid from the heat thereof^ the Law of
the Lord is an undefilcd Laxv. These words cast

a sudden horror upon the soul of Theophilus
—

But he read again in his book, and found these

words. Ye cannot serve the Lord, for he is an ho-

ly God; he is a jealous God, he will not for-

give your transgressions and your sins. Then
I saw that the young man began to tremble,

and to hesitate, whether he should proceed, or

return to his place. Woe, Woe is me, he ex-

claimed, if I cannot bear the light of the orb of

day, how shall I stand before the glory of God ?

I now perceive that perfection only can be uni-

ted to perfection. I perceive that he is a spirit,

and searcheth every thought of the heart. As-
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suredly I can never behold him and live, while

there is one spot or wrinkle of sin upon me. I see

too, that, as the light proceeds from the sun>

in its very image and likeness, so the Law of the

Most High is an undefiled Law, which requires

conformity in thought, word, and deed; and

that of necessity, if it be broken in part, it is as

ineffectual for my salvation, as if it were alto-

gether broken.

To this his amazement and terror was added

that, beholding his garments by the light from

above, he discovered also for the first time, that

he was clothed with rags. Then he read in his

book these words, All our righteousness is asfil-

thy rags,
—The Law is spiritual, but lam carnal:

sold under sin.

Then did Theophilus begin to look upon
himself with anguish and horror, and to despair
of beholding the King of Glory. Alas! said

he, how shall I be accepted without a wed-

ding-garment? Am I not poor, and naked, and

miserable? Yea, I perceive, that the poison of

Apollyon hath infected the whole course of my
nature. / see a Lata in my members, that, when

I would do good, evil is present xvith me. O
zvretched man that I am, zvho shall deliver me

'

from the body of this death? Alas ! The King,
before whom I desire to stand, requires me to be

perfect even as he is perfect. His Law is the

very image of himself, the perfection of spiritu-

ality and holiness. But as for me, Apollyon
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still holds me captive, and draws me into con-

tinual rebellion. My very nature hath no good,

nor, of itself, any will to do good, inherent in

it. Alas I What shall I do to be saved?

Now I saw that the place, where he was walk-

ing, was exceedingly miry and full of bogs, and

he began to sink in the Slough o^ Despond, So he

cried out again. Save me^ O God: for the waters

are come in, even unto my soul, I stick fost in

the deep 7mre, xvhere no grou7id is: I am come

into deep zvaters, so that the floods run over me;
let not the water-flood droxvn me, neither let the

deep swallow me up, and let not the pit shut her

mouth upon me. Thus he continued to cry aloud

for a considerable time, but his faithful guide

appeared not to assist him, and the more he

struggled to extricate himself, so much the

more he sunk in the quagmire.
Now while he was thus desponding, an el-

derly gentleman, well known by the name of

Mr. Wordly-wiseman, came towards him from

the side of the City of Destruction, and thus

addressing him, offered him assistance.

In the name of common- sense, my son, who
has beguiled thee into this slough?

Theophilus. My conductor, Sir, was no

other than Heavenly- Wisdom.

WoRLDLY-wisEMAN. Rather say. One
whom you have mistaken for Heavenly- Wis-

dom, but whose true name is Enthusiasm. I

can give a pretty good guess at the instructions
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which you have received. Have you not been

directed to believe the most absurd and unrea-

sonable account of your King, and of yourself ?

Be assured, you would not have been sinking in

this place, if you had not forsaken reason and

common-sense. Does not right reason certify

you that you are by nature such as your King
made you ;

and that you cannot be chargeable

with the offences which were committed before

you were born? Can you for a moment, if you
are in your right senses, suppose that your Hea-

venly Father requires you to do that which he

knows to be impossible for you to perform?

No, my son, be not made a fool of; I will help

thee out of this difficulty, and put thee in the

right way to the Celestial City; and if thou wilt

not, then, make use of that first and indispensa-

ble gift of common-sense, I pity thee.

Theo. Pray, Sir, point out to me the way
which you recommend.

Mr. W. W. My son, I do not recommend

to thee the way of Legality, any more than I

would have thee remain in this quagmire. But

there is a road on the right of the hill be-

fore you, called the Laodicean new road, which

cannot but be approved by every judicious and

discreet person. It must be thy determination

not to bury thy natural talents in this slough,

but to strive and do all that is in thy power to

attain the Celestial City ;
and then thou mayest

reasonably hope, that what is wantipg in thee,
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either of strength or righteousness^ will be sup-

plied by the power and merits of thy gracious

Redeemer, But be not so weak as either to

trust altogether in his assistance, or in thy own
endeavours. And why shouldst thou humble

thyself so far as to renounce all merit in serv-

ing the King? If nothing depends upon thyself,

but every thing upon the will and power of the

King, leave thy deliverance wholly to him, and

give thyself no concern about it. But if any

thing depends upon thyself, so far thou must

work for thyself, and in so doing thou dost, in

the same degree, make thyself to differ from ano-

ther^ and become more worthy than others of

glory and reward. Tell me, my son, is not this

incontrovertibly true?

Then I saw that Theophilus, being perplexed

by the rudiments of the world, was inclining to

accept the assistance of Mr. W. W. but it

pleased the King, that, in this dilemma he should

call in deep humility, with a loud voice, for

wisdom from above to direct him whither he

should turn; humbly confessing that wisdom of

his own he had none. No sooner had he thus

cried out, than one appeared, at sight of whom
Mr. W. W. turned pale

—it was the graceful
form of Heavenly-Wisdom herself; and thus she

refuted the deceiver. Stand back, thou impos-

tor, for out of the mouth of babes and sucklings
I will silence and humble thee. Theophilus,
thou hast acknowledged, that of thyself thou
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hast no wisdom; and therefore I have heard

thee, and will remain with thee so long as thou

sincerely believest what thou hast said. I am
well pleased that thou hast seen and felt thy
extreme guilt and danger. Now open thy book

and read. So Theophilus opened his book and

read, If we confess our sins, he is faithful and

just to forgive us our sins, and to cleaijse usfrom
all unrighteousness. At the same instant Theo-

philus perceived the steps of general promises

addressed to every creature, and which had hi-

therto escaped his observation. And so, con-

fessing his guilt before the King, and acknow-

ledging that he had fallen short of the Glo7y of

God, that his best actions hitherto had had the

nature of sin, and that no performance of his

could endure the severity of God's judgment;

lamenting that he had no health in himself,

through the corruption of his nature and the

ascendency of Satan in his heart, he pleaded,

Guilt]/, in all simplicity of soul, and, as if deli-

vered from a great burden, easily rose out of

the mire, and by means of the steps crossed en-

tirely over the Slough of Despond. Then quick-

ly passing over the plain, he arrived with his

celestial guide at the foot of the hill, whereon

the Wicket-gate was placed by the Lord of the

way. On either side of this hill branch off two

broad and smooth ways with very wide gates at

the entrance of them, which when Theophilus

beheld, he began to doubt within himself, which
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way he should take: and, seeing the porter of

the right-hand gate, he enquired of him, whither

that way would lead him.

To whom the man replied, My son, this is the

direct road to the Celestial City, and a very plea-

sant road it is. Do not be surprised, that it is

both broad and pleasant, and much frequented;

think not so harshly of the King, as to suppose

that he made the greater part of his creatures to

perish ;
or that he requires any thing of them

which it is impossible for them to perform. His

ways are xvays ofpleasantness. Has he not him-

self annulled the severity of his law, and declar-

ed his intention of accepting, instead of perfect

obedience, the sincere endeavour to perform
his will? And it must be cleaj' to every one's

reason, that more than a man's utmost endea-

vours no one can expect of him. Believe

then that your King is good and gracious, and

that he has, in great wisdom, thought fit to

shew that mercy through the mediation of his

Son, which he could not but in some way have

conferred upon his creatures. Believe in his

mercy, enter in at the gate. All past offences

are blotted out; and if you exert yourself to

the utmost, be assured, he will require no more

than you are able to perform, and will not be

wanting to assist you in every difficulty.

Theophilus seemed to incline to follow the

porter's advice; but observing the man more

closely, he was surprised to see that his gar-
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ments were worn out, and patched with nezo

cloth. He also observed the staiF, on which

he was leaning, to break with his pressure, and

pierce his own hand.

At this instant, the porter of the left-hand

gate cried aloud to him to beware of the Deceiv-

er; and approaching him, addressed him as fol-

lows. I am sent to teach thee the true way; and

be not thou again brought into the bondage of the

beggarly elements of the Laxv, Believe only^ and

thou shalt be saved. Enter in at my gate, and

Christian liberty is before thee. All things are

lawfulfor thee. I will teach thee to make thy call-

ing and election sure by a voice from heaven;
and M^ien once thou art satisfied that thou hast

received the spirit of adoption by that solemn

call, thou mayest rest assured that thy sins will

all be covered, and that no one shall be heard

who chargeth thee with any transgression: and

what privilege like unto this, at once to be deli-

vered from the restraints of the Moral Law and

still to be assured of Salvation ! Now was Theo-

philus in a great dilemma, and much distressed

in his mind. He was reduced once more to

feel his need of direction from his heavenly

guide; from whom, in the pride of indepen-

dance, he had insensibly diverted his attention.

So he again called aloud for wisdom from above,

and confessed his own weakness and folly.

Then did the majestic form of his divine guide
once more appear; and, laying her hand upon his
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head, she bade him read in the book which

Evangelist had given him. So, turning him-

self to the former of the porters, he pronounced
these words, We conclude that a man is justified

ly Faith without the deeds of the Law, And
then turning to the latter, he read, Shexo me

thy ^aith by thy zvorks; for without holiness

no man shall see the Lord. Deceivers, cease

to per'oert the right ways of the King, Hav-

ing thus spoken, he followed his guide up the

ragged cliff, and speedily entered into the cloud

which was spread over the mountain.

Now he exceedingly feared when he entered

into the cloud, and with difficulty distinguished

his beloved guide; and, through the fear which

came upon him, all his transgressions seemed to

rise before him, as clearly as if he were already

standing before the King, at the very bar of

divine justice. While he was thus advancing,
awe-struck and trembling, I saw that arrows

were shot from an invisible hand; some of

which wounded him severely, and filled him
with doubt, whither he might be going.

At length he beheld the Wicket-gate, and,

looking up, read the following inscription, I am
the way, and the truth, and the life. Then go-

ing up to the gate, he knocked, and cried out

for admittance: whereupon One from within

enquired of him, what he wanted, and upon
what ground he hoped to obtain admittance.

I am come, said Theophilus, to confess my
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guilt, and to seek mercy from the King by the

mediation of his Son. Particularly I confess

with the deepest sorrow, that in every thought,

word, and deed, I have come short of my duty
towards the King, and that, if he enter into

judgment with me, I cannot be pardoned. I put
all my confidence in the deatli of his Son alone;

I rely upon nothing else; I cast myself wholly

upon the King's grace and mercy, proffered to

every creature by his blessed Son. I plead his

own words, Whoso cometh unto me I zvill hy

no means cast out.

Porter. But the King will judge thee.

Theo, Put the death of the King's Son

between me and his judgment; otherwise I

contend not with him.

Porter. Thou art dead in trespasses and

sins.

Theo. Put the righteousness of the royal

Mediator between the eye of the most righte-

ous King and my unrighteousness.

Porter. Thou dost deserve everlasting

condemnation.

Theo. Spread the merits of my glorious

representative and surety between the sen-

tence of the King and my demerits. I plead

his merits, instead of the merits I ought to have

and have not : in the ever-blessed name of the

King's Son, I knock that it may he opened

unto me. The gate then gradually opened, even

as Theophilus was pronouncing, in simple and
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entire dependance, the ever-blessed name of the

great Intercessor, At the same time a bright

and glorious light flashed upon him from within,

while the porter pronounced aloud,

All sins confess, all promises believe,

And peace, eternal peace from me receive.

Now I saw, that, as Theophilus stepped

across the threshold of the door, his ragged
and filthy garments vanished, and he received

a white and spotless garment, the robe of im-

mortality and righteousness. Then did Theo-

philus rejoice, and return thanks to his hea-

venly guide; who spake to him in reply as

follows. My son, blessed be the King who
hath sent me to lead thee forth from the City of

Destruction, and to bear thee across the Valley
of Repentance. Happy art thou in the convic-

tion of thy own wretchedness and misery; hap-

py in thy deep contrition; happy in thy unre-

served confession; and happier still in thy con-

version from self-sufficiency to faith in the pro-

mises of thy King. Beware lest thou be puffed

up again, and remember even to the end of thy

journey, that mi/ strength xvill consist in thy

weakness.
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CHAP. IV.

How wilt thou steer, young man, ihy way,

While the ancients widely stray?

If to the right or left thou bend,

In ruin will thy journey end.

" With my whole heart have I believ'd,

" And from the Lord this book receiv'd,

" This will I study day and night,
"
By this I steer to endless light."

Thousand seducers thee surround,

To draw thee to unhallow'd ground ;

Ten thousand foes thy course withstand.

To drive thee from fair Salem's land.

*' Close to the heavenly gale I steer,

" Nor sand, nor rock, nor tempest fear.

" My rudder shall obey the word,
* Which from thy mouth, O God, I've heard."

Go on, young man, I fear no more

Lest thou come short of Canaan's shore.

Would in simplicity so wise

God's only guidance all did prize.

NOW I saw in my dream that, no sooner

had Theophilus laid aside his own con-

temptible garments, and received the robe of
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an unspotted incorruptible righteousness, than

the house of the Interpreter appeared in sight.

To his dwelling-place did Heavenly-Wisdom
conduct the young pilgrim. The venerable

teacher received him with a gracious saluta-

tion, and afforded him a sweet refreshment of

milk and honey ;
after which they entered into

conversation, and thus the instructor of pil-

grims addressed the young man. My son, I am

glad to see in my house the children of the

righteous: I rejoice to see their feet set in the

way which shineth more and more unto the perfect

day. Tell me, young man, do you feel a doubt

whether the King of the Celestial City is able

and willing to fulfil his glorious promises to

those who persevere in this way unto the end ?

Theo. I confess, good Interpreter, that

sometimes I feel my doubts of his power and

goodness, especially as towards myself; some-

times I feel that it is nevertheless most safe for

me, nay, that it is the only way of safety, to

seek happiness in searching out and doing his

will : and while I am actually engaged in this

work, I feel hope and confidence, and a willing-

ness to depart this life which I never before

experienced; but on the contrary, always was

troubled by the expectation of death.

Inter. Consider then, my son, upon what

firm foundation the promises of your great

King are established. Here is the volume of

his covenant. Herein is historical evidence,
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commencing with the foundation of the world,

and terminating with the manifestation of the

Prince of the Covenant. What historical evi-

dence like unto this? Herein is prophetical evi-

dence, much of which is already confirmed by
its fulfilment; and which, in union with the

history, may be compared to a sublime arch,

cast over the whole extent of measured time.

Herein is described to the life, the Son of the

Most High, sneaking as man never spake, mani-

festing truth to all men, with self-evident recti-

tude and unexampled perspicuity. Here the

stream of divine holiness is felt to flow with

a purity which cleanseth the heart
; and the

glory of the divine attributes to shine forth in

the face, the doctrines and the operations, of the

Incarnate Word. Nevertheless, my son, full

and irresistible as is the lio^ht of truth and o-lo-

ry which proceeds from the ark of the testimo-

ny, would you feel full assurance of the certain-

ty of the promises, and apply them with all con-

fidence to yourself, remember, that full assu-

rance is the effect of an experimental knowledge
of the way of holiness, and perfect faith the

reward only of perfectly devoting the heart to

the obedience offaith. Go to the poor and un-

learned pilgrim, who is thus devoted to the ser-

vice of his King, and ask a reason of the faith
zvhich is in him; and, if he can analyze and

describe his own experience, he will reply, I

heard the word of the Most High; I felt a divine
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verity in it; I proved it, and found the promises
of it to be yea and amen ! Jnd this is the confi-

dence that we have in him, that if we ask any

thing according to his will, he heareth iis; and we

knozv that %ve have the petitions which zve desi-

red of him. Are we in temptation, we pray for

strength : are we in trouble, we pray for peace.

That righteousness and happiness, which we can-

not any other way acquire, in this way we do

obtain ; and thus zve knozv that we have our peti-

tions; and this is our confidence in him, a con-

fidence which no human reasoning can shake,

because it is founded in positive experience,

that God is as near and manifest to us through
Jesus Christ, as he was to Abraham on Mount

Moriah, to Moses on Mount Horeb, and to St.

Peter on the Mountain of Glory.
Theo. Thank you, good Interpreter, you

have convinced me that perfect faith is justly

appointed to be the reward of perfect practice,

by the operation of experience, and trial of the

truth. I will endeavour to seek assurance in

this way; and whenever 1 feel a doubt springing

up, I will pray to have the sin, from the allov^^-

ance of which the doubt arises, revealed and

mortified.

Inter. Proceed in this way, my son, and

your path zvill be as the light which shineth more

and more unto perfect day. Would I could

deeply impress upon your mind, the blessed-

ness of giving your whole heart to your Hea-
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venly Father. Whatever gratifications arise

from the indulgence of a corrupt nature, they

always leave a sting behind, and are accompa-
nied with a fear of death. The prospect of the

sinner is always clouded with fearful gloom and

darkness ; and of all temporal evils, a wounded

spirit, a consciousness of daily approach to infi-

nite misery, is the most insupportable. Verily
Godliness is profitable unto all things, having

promise of the life xvhich now is, and of that zvhich

is to come. This is a faithful saying, and worthy

of all acceptation.

To speak only of that blessed hope, which
increases with the increase of zeal, and lan-

guishes with inactivity in the way of holiness ;

consider the prospect which is set before you,
the everlasting blessedness of the children of

light in the City of God. In truth, the dai-

ly approximation to consummate bliss, the sen-

sation that you are hourly nearer to Mount
Siou than when you first believed, the nearing

prospect of the heavenly Canaan, act upon t\ip

heart of the lively pilgrim in a way of consola-

tion and joy, which he only who has experi-
enced it can describe. It was this that made
the Apostle, who had been caught up to Para-

dise, exclaim. Yea, we rejoice in t7nhulation also.

Yea, so blessed a thing is this hope, that it

is almost ^/je substance of things hoped for ; while,

on the contrary, such is the effect of the con-

trary fear, that it is well nigh the substance of
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things dreaded. Thrice blessed way 1 where-

in they who walk, anticipate the kingdom of

blessedness, even perfect love, and communion

with saints in glory, with angels, and archangels,

and with the Lord of Glory himself 1 O my son,

may this hope be always alive in you! may
you constantly, and with a single eye, be look-

ing forwards to the coming of the Son of Man
in clouds and great glory, and to the descent of

those ministering spirits, who shall gather up into

the clouds all them that love his appearance ! For

the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with

a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with

the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall

rise first: then xve which are alive, and remain,

shall be caught up together with Him in the

clouds, to meet the Lord in the air : and so shall

we he ever with the Lord. Wherefore comfort
one another zvith these words,

Theophilus listened with pleasure and de-

hght to the e^xhortations of the Interpreter, and

his heart felt itself enlarged by his discourse.

The instructor of pilgrims now desired him

to propose any question, concerning which he

desired to be inarmed.
Then did the young man, after some consi-

deration, enquire why the King's high-way
was so full of difficulties; while, on either side

of it were pleasant ways, crowded by pilgrims?

My son, rephed the Interpreter, take heed

how thou turn from the way, in which Wis-
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dom placeth thee. The right-hand way, which

appears to thee so fair, is called Legality; the

left-hand way is called Lawlessness. They who
are walking in those ways will assuredly perish,

unless they measure back their steps, and return

to the Wicket-gate. Mark well the way, in

which thou must go. At first thou wilt find it

to be exceedingly stony and rough; but it will

become smoother and more pleasant, the further

thou advancest. The very contrary will take

place in those smooth ways; they will continu-

ally become less easy and pleasant, till they ter-

minate in the precipices of destruction. The

pleasures of sin, and the pains of religion, are

always decreasing; the pains of sin, and the

pleasures of religion, are ever increasing.

Theo. Sir, please to instruct me further in

the nature of the way, in which I am to walk.

Inter. This way, my son, is called. Sane-

tification
—The stones with which it is cast up,

have this wonderful property, that, while the

pilgrim's foot rests entirely upon them, no pow-
er in heaven nor in earth can shake him; but,

if he step on one side, he is exposed to the

power of the enemy.
Theo. Do the pilgrims in the other ways

know their danger?
Inter. They do not clearly discern the

sealed walls, which separate the two ways from

the central path; therefore they flatter them-

selves, that their way will conduct them safely to
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the Celestial City, and they boast that they are

travelling in the same road which Abraham him-

self, the father of pilgrims, trod.

Theo. Explain to me, I beseech you, your

meaning more fully.

Inter, Learn then, my child, that the

King's Son has a great and inveterate enemy,
whose name is Formalist. This arch deceiver

has, from the beginning, infatuated the multi-

tude, to satisfy themselves with the external

appearance and form of the way of life. Alas !

Seeing they see not, and hearing they hear not,

and walking they walk not.

Theo. Declare unto me this mystery.
Inter. Know then, that the King, in his

good pleasure, has made his way to consist of

shadows and. substances; of outward and visi-

ble forms, and of inward and spiritual graces.

They on the right are the very antipodes to the

travellers on the left. They on the right are

.blind to the spiritual way; they on the left pre-
tend to the spiritual vva}^ while they despise the

form; but xvhat God hathjoined together cannot

continue in a state of separation.

Theo. Please to relate to me the history of

the royal way.
Inter. The father of pilgrims had two

sons, who represented two covenants; and he

had also a spiritual family, comprehended with-

in another, outwardly righteous; a substance

within a shadow; and when it pleased the
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King to send his own Son to call all families of

the earth to repentance, he adopted all genuine

penitents into the spiritual family of the father

of pilgrims. Behold the book which Evangelist

I gave thee, is it not written on the back and
'

likewise within? That which is written on the

back is the outward and visible form and shadow

of that which is written within. I am the mi-

nister of the spirit, not of the letter; for the letter
.

killethy but the spirit giveth life.

Theo. I thank thee, good Interpreter, for

thy instructions; I now clearly see that the true

way comprehends all those, and those only, xvho

walk by faith, and not by sight. Instruct me
now in the nature of a sanctifying faith; for I

read in my book, that to faith only, from first to

last, is righteousness revealed. And this doc-

trine T have frequently heard stigmatized, as of

an evil tendency, in the City of Destruction.

Inter. I will explain the important doc-

trine unto thee, and mark well the explanation.

The faith, of which thou readest in thy book as

being the gift of God, and the appointed means

of obtaining the justifying, the sanctifying, the

glorifying righteousness, has three marks at-

tending it. First, It is a simple reliance upon
the King's grace, revealed by his Son, to the

exclusion of every degree, as well as kind, of

self-dependance. Secondly, It is a trust in each

and all of his precious promises, relating to the

present life, and to that which is to come. Third-
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ly. It is an abiding reliance on the divine pro-

mises, and Covenant of Grace, hy winch you are

saxied, if you keep it in memory. This is that

faith, to which only the gospel annexes salva-

tion; which the blind and unconverted blas-

pheme, as though it were possible to have such

an abiding principle and not to act according to

it. But as surely asjaith shall xvax strong, so

surely the xvork shallfollow, and the reward shall

be shewed.

Theo. But is it not possible to love the

King and his subjects, upon any other princi-

ple?

Inter. By no means; for the Gospel
consists of a means and an end; of a principle

and of a practice. Beware, I lepeat, how you

separate what God hath joined together. Every
man, who knows what the world is, will acknow-

ledge that its principle is pride, and its end self^

gratification.
—Reverse these two things, and

you have the Gospel; humiUty the principle,

and love the practice. Only hy pride cometh

contention; and therefore only by humility com-

eth love, and fellow-feeling. Thus you see that

the characteristic distinction and fundamental

principle of the Gospel, is humiliation. The

key which openeth all the mysteries of Eternal

Wisdom, is no other than the cross.

Theo. Good Interpreter, if it may be, give
me the clue to this divine book.

Inter. The book may be divided into
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three parts, the first of which relates, more es-

pecially, to the Law of the King ; the second,

to faith in the King's only-begotten Son; and

the third, to holiness, by the operation of his

blessed Spirit.
—And, as the whole book, so does

every view of the duties required of man, resolve

itself into repentance, faith, and holiness, with

a respect to those three persons. And what is

more to be observed, each of these graces has

its separate and particular office, though no one

of the three can in verity exist without the

other two; as, for instance, strictly speaking, it

is faith only^ not faith alone, that justifies. For

the mercy, which we receive by the instrumen-

tality of faith only, we receive not by means of,

but according to the mercy we ourselves practise-

Theo. I should wish to be able to give the

reason why works, wrought in faith, do not, as

you say, combine with faith to justify.

Inter. No works of man can endure the

severity of God's judgment
—Works wrought

before faith are not acceptable to God, be-

cause it is impossible without faith to please

God;'—Sind works wrought in faith are not pro-

perly a man's own works, but the workmanship

of God; and therefore a man cannot save him-

self by them. Thou bearest not the stock, but

the stock thee : and as the branch must be made

good, before it can bear good fruit, so thou

must be righteous, before thou canst produce
the fruits of righteousness. This is that faith,
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hy the hearing ofxvhich only thou wilt receive the

Spirit, and the sanctifying righteousness which

is of the Spirit. Need I say more to convince

thee of the importance of the doctrine of justi-

fication by faith only?
Now the night was far spent in most inte-

resting and instructive conversation between the

Interpreter and Theophilus. The young man's

heart burned within him, while the good old

man spake to him of the dreadful destruction

which was speedily coming upon that city, in

which Theophilus had dwelt; and while he con-

versed with him upon the peace, hope, and joy
of those who give their whole heart to the King,

and who walk with a single eye in the way
which shineth more and more unto the perfect day ;

whose happiness increases in the same propor-

tion as they seek, not their own glory, but

the glory of their King. Then lifting up his

venerable eyes devoutly to heaven, he pray-

ed.—Blessed Father! essential Love! bless this

young pilgrim ; give him eyes to see, that with

thee is the well of life, and the fountain of joy

unspeakable; give him grace to cast all his care

upon thee, firmly convinced, that with thee is

alike the will and the power to raise him from

corruption and misery to the supreme perfec-

tion and blessedness of his nature. God of our

Lord Jesus Christy the Father ofglory, give unto

him the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, in the

knozvledge of thee and of thy blessed Son; the eyes
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of his unde7'standing being enlightened^ that he

may knoxv what is the hope of his calling, and
what the riches of the glory of his inheritance

in the saints.

Spirit of Wisdom, high, divine,

From thy dark pavilion shine.

Whence thy dread oracles, of old,

The kingdom of our God foretold.

Before the golden orb of day
Had shed its bright, primeval ray,

. Nor yet vv^as to the heaven display'd

Earth on its mighty pillars laid.

Before all worlds, in secret fold,

The sons of God thy book enroll'd,

Thy sevenfold volume, closely seal'd,

To eye divine alone reveal'd.

In visions of the mystic night,

Thou bad'st enraptur'd prophets write,

While the shade mysterious flies.

Deeply veil'd before their eyes.

When from all nations one select,

Abraham, thy mercy did elect,

Still veil'd in signs he saw the grace
And glory of hisfaithful race.

Another Egypt still behind,

Another Pharaoh was designed,

Another Son, by Father led,

Seal'd his seed's covenant, and bled.

Thy promise to that nation sure,

Bade them to latest time endure;

For Wisdom no repentance knows,
But everlasting mercy shews.

H
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Another Israel still within,

As freely sav'd from curse and sin,

The olive stock, where grafted stand

The boughs elect from every land.

Another Father, yet the same.

Elects and seals them with his name.

Chosen by him, through his dear Son,

A fairer Canaan have they won.

Spirit of Wisdom, rend the vail.

Receive us in thine inmost pale,

Give eyes to see, and ears to hear.

And thy mystic volume clear.

After this prayer, the Interpreter took bread,

and blessed it, and gave it to the young man;
and the eyes of Theophilus were opened, and he

perceived that flesh and blood had not opened
unto him the book of life, and elevated his views

beyond the boundary of sight and time to the

everlasting hills. The vail was removed from

his heart, and he stood hke Moses who suppli-
cated to enter into the land of promise, and

grieved to behold its glory, and not to have an

inheritance therein; until the purple light flash -

ed upon it, and its outward form was transform-

ed into its spiritual substance, when, amazed, he

found himself not in the flesh, but in the Spirit.

Theophilus now retired to his apartment; and

the next morning awaked, refreshed and reco-

vered from his late extraordinary fatigues. Be-

fore he proceeded on his journey, the Interpreter
invited him to behold some of the mysteries of
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Eternal Wisdom. Theophilus readily accepted
the invitation, and was conducted by the wise

man into his pleasure-grounds. As they were

walking and conversing together, on a sudden

the Interpreter called to him to draw back..

Theophilus started, and looking up, beheld a

vast serpent preparing to dart upon him from a

tree. No sooner had he escaped from the threa-

tened destruction, than a young lamb, which

had strayed from its fold, became the victim

of the serpent's cruel fangs.

Inter. What seest thou, Theophilus?
Theo. Good Interpreter, would that what

I now see and feel, I could always have before

mine eyes; but please, Sir, to explain to me the

full import of this emblem.

Inter. Didst thou observe that deceitful

enemy of every creature, lying in wait to sur-

prise his unhappy victim ? Didst thou note the

fascinating power of his fiery eye, the stupify-

ing effects of his offensive and poisonous breath?

Didst thou perceive his double tongue, and the

poison under his lips ? Didst thou mark well his

winding and crooked motion? And above all,

didst thou observe the horror which seized the

poor lamb, when it felt the serpent's sting?

Never forget those convulsions which shook its

whole frame, that swelling of every limb, and

that starting of the eye-balls from their sockets.

Poor lamb! It is too late to give thee relief,

and to pour into thy wound that oil of gladness.
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which is the only antidote to the venom of

death ! Theophilus, here is the true picture of sin,

and of its frightful author ! It stupifies, it encir-

cles, it agonizes its victim, world without end!

Dost not thou noxv love him, who came down
from his throne to destroy the works of the old

serpent? Tell me, now, is not his yoke easy and

Ms burden light?
Theo. Blessed Saviour of the world ! I have

heard of thee zvith the hearing of the ear, but

now I see thee, I love thee, and give thee my
heart !

Inter. Let us now advance a little further,

and converse with the man whom you behold

walking in my grounds pensive and meditating.
Theo. May I enquire, Sir, the cause of

your abstraction and melancholy?
Stranger. My son, last night I dreamed a

dream—Methought, I beheld a throne of judg-

ment, and one sat thereon, fearful to behold.

While I gazed in amazement upon the solemn

sight, a criminal was brought before the Judge.
Over his head was cast a linen vail, and on ei-

ther side stood a witness, to testify against him.

The prisoner was called upon to lift up his

hand, and to plead guilty or not guilty
—He

pleaded, not guilty. Then I heard the witness

proceed to charge the criminal, not with what

men regard as a crime, but with the misappli-
cation of his talents, his understanding and his

fortune, to his own gratification. Thereupon
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the Judge read the Law of responsibility to the

King, for the use and improvement of every fa-

culty and possession which is committed to his

subjects. Then turning to the Counsellor for

the prisoner, who sat on his right-hand, he pro-

nounced, This man is found guilty of misapply-

ing his talents, and the Law condemns him to

death : What sayest thou ? ought he not to be

executed forthwith?

The benign Counsellor replied, O remember

mercy, remember mercy, and pointed to a

wound in his own side; grant but a short time

to this unhappy man, if so be that his eyes may
be opened, and he may live henceforwards not

to himself, but to thy glory.

Powerful was the intercession of the Advo-

cate, and I saw the vail removed from the eyes of

the prisoner ;
and lo ! the prisoner was no other

than myself My friends, do you wonder that

I am lost in amazement and gratitude? Pray
for me, for I am as a brand plucked out of the

fire ;
—What I have sieen and felt no words can

relate
;

—O that I may have grace to sell all, and

go through all the world, and awaken all my
fellow-sinners to a sense of their awful respon-

sibility ! Verily, each deed, each word, each

thought, shall gain increase of everlasting joy
or pain !
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CHAP. V

THESE
were the principal emblems, which

the Interpreter exhibited to Theophilus on

the day after his arrival. The next day he con-

ducted him to the edge of a deep pit, in which

he beheld two men digging for treasure. One
of them, he observed, collected indiscriminately

whatever glittering minerals he met with, espe-

cially such as were most admired by those who

looked on. He was also exceedingly vain of

the dimensions and fulness of his earthly ves-

sel, which he stored with these splendid minerals
;

and while he looked round for applause, he beheld

his fellow-workman with great contempt. The

latter, on the contrary, examined the minerals

with exceeding great attention, and discarded

such stones as the former collected. He had in

his vessel only a few rough stones and pieces of

ore, which excited the constant ridicule of his

companion.
While Theophilus was wondering what the

emblem signified, the master of the workmen ar-
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rived; and causing a great fire to be lighted, he

successively cast into the flames the contents

of the two vessels. In a moment the fire

consumed all the treasure of the former labourer ;

and he himself was ordered away to punishment.
But when the minerals of the latter felt the heat

of the flame, their dark and rough exterior dis-

appeared, disclosing to view the purest gold
and the most beautiful diamonds; and the work-

man received a reward accordingly.
These two labourers, said the Interpreter,

are Knowledge and Wisdom. Knowledge con-

sidered not the end for which he ought to have

collected his treasures, nor discerned the means

whereby to discover and attain the true riches.

Present gratification and applause. were all in

all to him; and now he is poor and destitute for

ever. Wisdom, on the contrary, discerned the

right end of learning; and therefore selected

that kind of learning, which should attain the

end proposed, and continue undiminished when
even the heaven and the earth shall pass away
with fire unextinguishable. By faith he made
the Wisdom of the All- wise his own, the practi-

cal science oflove towards God and towards man.

Now that knowledge which is perfect is come

to him, and his jewels shew their genuine lustre;

and the only effect of eternity upon them, will

be, that they will shine brighter, and more

bright, world without end.

The Interpreter now invited him to behold
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a model of the Celestial Temple, to which he was

travelling. So they walked together, and Hea-

venly-Wisdom accompanied them. At length

they arrived within view of the stately building,

which was being erected.

Now I saw a numerous company of work-

men, employed in hewing and shaping stones,

and in bringing them to the builders, who were

appointed to station them in the wall. I also

observed, that within the outer court was con-

tained an inner but smaller edifice. I noticed

also, that the builders of the outer wall received

whatever materials were brought to them, with-

out discrimination; and that their design ap-

peared to be, to render the external appearance
of their building as like as possible to that of

the inner court.

While Theophilus was engaged in surveying
the outer court, before he had discovered the in-

terior edifice, the Interpreter enquired of him,
whether he thought that what he was then

beholding could be the temple of the Living
God? I am surprised, replied the young man,
with many things which I now behold. Good

Interpreter, I would gladly learn the import of

this emblem. Look, replied his conductor,
and notice that the builders, whom you see,

raise their walls to a vast and proud elevation

with great rapidity. Behold, how many persons,

captivated by the grandeur, decorations, and

loftiness, of the edifice, labour in working out



OF THEOPHILUS. 57

materials for them. But observe withal, that

the foundation of the wall consists of the

sand of the sea, and that it is raised upon many
waters. The stones likewise with which the wall

is constructed are neither squared nor cleans-

ed from the earth, out of which they were dug.

Yea, beholdest thou not how that slime is used

for mortar, and being mixed with blood, forms the

cement of the wall ? But what most remarkably
deserves attention is, that the builders apply
not the plummet and the line, in order to build

perpendicularly from earth to heaven. My son,

this is not the temple of the Israel of God, and the

house of Isaac; it is the court of the carnal Israel,

the house of Ishmael the son of Hagar. The King
in his supreme wisdom, which is far above the

thoughts of these men, suffers them to build their

towering edifice day by day to a greater eleva-

tion
;
while they fondly boast, that they have

overtopped and eclipsed the heavenly Jerusalem,

and while they suspect not the consequence of

neglecting the upright, heaven-ward direction of

their temple, but suffer it to incline towards the

earth.

Scarcely had the Interpreter spoken these

words, than there was heard a shout of triumph
from the wall, and a call to the workmen to

raise the last and most superb stone to the

summit of the most elevated tower of the tem-

ple; and the prince of the builders proudly ex-

claimed, Is not this great Babylon ivhich I have

I
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builded? Then I beheld the builders of the inte-

rior edifice, who were employed in hewing out

and carrying stones, white, square, and sealed,

were struck with dismay, when they heard this

voice of triumph, and became objects of ridicule

and oppression to the architects of the outer

court. But behold, at this critical moment,,
when the outer wall was receiving its final de-

corations and consummation; and while the last

great stone, inscribed with the title. Eternity!

was now being elevated, and all the friends of

the King were sinking in despair
—the wall sud-

denly lost its centre of gravity, and was preci--

pitated with a most tremendous crash to the

ground, and not one stone was left upon another

that xvas not cast down. Also 1 saw that certain

of the builders of the outer wall, when they per-

ceived that it was falling by its own weight,

suddenly changed their appearance, by dropping
certain masks with which they had disguised their

faces; and disclosing the furious countenances

of destroying demons, exerted all their force to

precipitate the building to the ground with such

violence and concussion, as might overwhelm

and crush the inner court.

Then spake the Interpreter to Theophilus,
Tell me, my son, what is it that thou now seest?

I see, replied Theophilus, that Babylon is

fallen, is fallen, completely, eternally fallen. I

now understand, that it was suffered to be heaped

up unto the heaven, only that its fall and crash
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might be at once consummated. O Babylon^ thou

art sunk like lead in the deep zvaters, and thou

shalt no more be found at all— But the founda-
tion of God standeth sure— I see the temple of

the Living God^ I see the house built upon the

rock, the heavenly Jerusalem.

This, rejoined the Interpreter, is that which

our Lord foretold concerning those false pro-

phets in sheep's clothing, who build their house

upon the sand—Now that the rain descendeth, the

floods come, and beat upon that house, it falleth,

and great is the fall thereof
—Be assured, then,

that the day will come, when the building of the

great God shall be made manifest uato all men,

by standing alone unshaken and uneclipsed,

amidst the wars of every contending element.

Rise nozv, my son, and measure the temple of God,

and the altar^ and them that worship therein.

And I heard the number of them that had been

sealed, and there xcere sealed an hundred and forty

andfour thousand of all the tribes of the Israel of
God. After this I beheld, and lo ! a great multi-

tude, which no man could number, of all nations,

and kindreds, and people, and tongues, were built

upon the foundation of Jesus Christ, the prophets,

the apostles, and thezvitncsses of the Lamb, And
I heard as it xvere the *ooice of a great multitude,

and as the mice of many zvaters, and as the voice of

mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluiah! for the

Lord God Omnipotent reigneth.

The Interpreter would next have Theophi-
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lus to see the King's state prison, in which the

debtors to the crown were shut up, and confined

in fetters. It was a dungeon dreadful to behold,

from which there was no possibility of escape by

cunning or violence. These wretched persons

were all their life long in bondage, and tortured

by the fear of death ; expecting ere long to be

cast into a pit lower than the grave.

While Theophilus was gazing with horror

upon this miserable place of confinement, be-

hold, a messenger arrived from the King, blow-

ing a trumpet, proclaiming liberty to the captives,

and bearing the oifer of a free, full, and everlast-

ing remission of their debts, and of a restoration

to wealth and honour, purchased for them, and

presented to them as a free gift by the Prince,

the heir of the Sovereign.

The eyes of Theophilus beamed with joy,

and he looked in expectation of a burst of trans-

port and gratitude from all the prisoners ; but,

to his great surprise, he beheld the act of royal

grace spurned by the greater number. Some
fev/ however he had the pleasure of seeing un-

chained, raised from the earth, cleansed, and be-

ing clothed in the King's best robe, mount the

royal chariots, which waited to convey them to

their King's presence. These men gave glory
with their whole heart to the King's free grace,

and departed, lauding and magnifying his mer-

cy, and confessing their own utter vileness and

helplessness. Theophilus was now desirous ta
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know why the other prisoners rejected the act

of grace. So, by the Interpreter's direction, he

drew nigh to the dungeon of misery, and over-

heard the prisoners, in the following manner

canvassing the nature of the offer made to them.

First spake the prisoner Self-sufficiency, and

said. For my part, I scorn this delusory propo-
sal. Let us not be drawn in to disgrace our-

selves, and become more abject slaves than we

already are, by acknowledging ourselves depen-
dants upon an act of grace for our freedom

;
for

assuredly we are born free, and liberty is our

birth-right.

Then spake the prisoner Self- deceiver, For

my part, I am well pleased that the King requires

no trouble from me. I mean therefore to close

with his offer of delivery, and to sleep away the

time till the next blast of the trumpet puts me in

full possession of ray liberty.

Fools, exclaimed a prisoner, who was called

Free-will, but whose real name was Bond- will,

after perusing again and again the royal act,

I have at last penetrated intQ its meaning. The
true interpretation of the act will vindicate the

King's intentions, and save our credit. His

meaning is, that, if we will pay him all that still

remains in our possession, and bestir ourselves

well to break these chains, he will reward our

best endeavours, and render them effectual for

restoration to our birth-right. There is no-

thing ipi all this unworthy of the dignity of our
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family, and nothing derogatory to the character

of the King. Then did Free-will bestir himself

to break his chains, and vindicate the dignity of

human nature ;
but I beheld, that the more he

struggled, the firmer his chains seemed to be

bound about him.

Then said the Interpreter to Theophilus, Un-
derstandest thou now the words of thy Lord,

For judgment I am come into this zvorld, that

they which see not, might see; and that they which

see, might be made blind? I will now shew thee

the folly of this proud reasoner.

Who, by a part, will judge the whole,

Has lost his reason, and his soul.

Natural reason judgeth of the counsel of

God by a partial view; but illuminated reason

remembers its own limits and imperfections,

and receiveth implicitly the judgment of Him,
who seeth the end from the beginning, and

vieweth at once every link in his whole scheme.

The fly which creepeth round the house of God,

and, from the sight of a speck, presumeth to

define the form of the whole edifice, is less silly

and presumptuous than these men, who see,

comparatively, much less of the design of infi-

nite Wisdom, and yet arraign the proceedings of

the All-wise, and explain away the mysteries of

the kingdom, in order to bring the great mys-

tery of godliness to the level of their own puny
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intellects. To thee be it a sufficient proof that

their views are false, because they are level to

human reason. For he that seeth in part, and

he that seeth in perfection, cannot but have far

different views. To which of them wilt thou

give credit? My son, the wisdom of mortals

seeth but in part, and knoweth but in part; and

therefore should rely by faith upon the judg-
ment of Him who seeth in perfection. Until

the day of perfect vision arrive, seek not thou to

fathom the deep and impenetrable theory of the

counsel of the Most High. Tht practical part
is as plain as the theory is mysterious. See and

receive the great truths of the Gospel, in that

light, in which it has pleased the All-wise to

state them
; ascribing all that is evil in thee

to thyself, and all that is good in thee, to free

distinguishing grace. Speak the language of

prophets and apostles, and feel what they felt,

when they cried, Turn thou me, O Lord, and I
shall be turned; By the grace of God I am zvhat

I am. Verily, every good and perfect gift is from
above, and cometh doxvn from the Father of lights,

with whom is 7io variableness, neither shadow of

change. Of his oxen will begat he thee; and keep
thou that which is committed to thy trust, avoid-

ing profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of
science falsely so called, zvhich some professi?ig

have erred concerning the faith, Grace be with

thee 1

These were some of the signs and wonders,
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which the Interpreter shewed to Theophilus du-

ring his stay at his house; for it pleased Hea-

venly-Wisdom, that the young pilgrim should

continue some time with the venerable seer.

These were precious hours to the young man,
and seemed to elevate his views far beyond the

narrow horizon of earthly men. Here likewise

he conversed with many wise and good pilgrims,

who visited the Interpreter, during his abode

with him. At length the time came that he

should quit the Interpreter's hospitable roof,

when the good old man blessed him, and warn-

him not to be puflPed up with the knowledge he

had received; for, said he, len ember tha.t knozV"

kdge puffeth up, but charity edifitth,

Theophilus now proceeded on his way, ab-

sorbed in reflection upon the wonderful things

which he had seen at the house of the Interpre-

ter. Surely, said he M-ithin himself, now my
7vck is so stro)ig that I shall never be moved;

I feel now, as if my conviction of the reality of

the world of glory were more than the evidence

of things not seen, it is now the substance of

things hoped for, O Thou, who didst endure

as beholding him that is invisible, how was it,

that thou couldst desire to abide in the earthly

Canaan, rather than to enter into that glorious

holy land, where rivers of pleasure pour their

livins: waters from the throne of God and the

Lamb; and where the flocks are pastured by
their divine Shepherd in the little vallies, and rest
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together, in halcyon peace and calm delight,

under the willows of the brook, or beneath the

cedars of God ?
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CHAP. VI,

WHILE
the young man was reflecting up-

on the illuminated views which he had

attained at the house of the Interpreter, enjoying
the sunshine with which he was favoured, full

of confidence that he should hold Out to the end,

and heedless whether Heavenly-Wisdom was

accompanying him or not—a female approached,
in loose attire, with several companions. You
are travelling, said she, all alone, and need re-

freshment: my house is by the way-side, and I

shall be happy to afford you the delights which
it is in my power to bestow upon such as are

wearied with pilgrimage.

Theo. Madam, may I ask your name?
The Lady. My name is Pleasure.

Theo. But I am forbidden, to follow Plea-

sure.

The Lady. If you are forbidden, as you
say, you may leave my house, whenever you
please; and I can assure you, that your present
and certain delights will far exceed any possi-



OF THEOPHILUS. 67

ble pains, which you may undergo in making

your peace with the King,
Theo. But I shall expose myself to shame

and reproach, if it should be known that I have

been allured by thee to turn aside out of the

way.
The Lady. You are here among friends,

and it will never be known by any human being
that you have abode at my house. Come with

me, for I perceive you are inclined to do so:

hear also what my two companions have to say.

Mrs. Doubting. My young friend, a bird

in the hand is worth two in the bush. Is it so

certain that there is a place of eternal condemna-

tion to the lovers of pleasure, as that you should

forego the loss of present and certain delights,

in order to escape it? Are there not a great va-

riety of opinions upon this subject? And what if

there is a remote danger? Is not he the only
wise man, who first enjoys this present life; and

then, by submitting to a short repentance, is

made happy both here and hereafter?

Mrs. Intemperance. There is reason in

what these fair ladies say; but, ifyou incline not

to follow our advice, and to pay us a visit, al-

low me to pour you out a glass of this sparkling
wine

; you will certainly find yourself refreshed

by it. A cloud came over the mind of Theophi-
lus ; so he yielded to the allurements of the sedu-

cing females, and turned aside from the King's

high way to the house of the ladies.
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And now the young man, who had hitherto

found, in the midst of his outward troubles,

inward peace and hope, instantly experienced
that in the midst of outxvard laughter there is in-

ward heaviness. He felt the pangs of a wounded

spirit. The Lady Pleasure, aware of his dejec-

tion, exerted still more her fascinating powers ; in

consequence of which, the arguments of Mrs.

Doubting appeared to have great weight: while

Mrs. Intemperance rendered the weapons of the

two former ladies absolutely irresistible.

The next morning Theophilus waked, stung
with remorse and disgust

—A voice from within

seemed to utter, IVhat doest thou here^ Theophilus ?

Canst thou in this place offer any petitions to

God? Him, in zvhom thou iivest, momst, and hast

thy being, thou art provoking to extremity.
Canst thou bear thine own thoughts? Canst

thou endure thine own self? Shalt thou not

speedily be put to open shame, and be made the

laughing-stock of thy old companions? The

young man being now cut to the quick, was

just determining to escape for his life; when
the ladies again made their appearance. The

Lady Pleasure appeared more invincible, by
means of the first advantage which she had gain-
ed. The Lady Doubting suggested, that he had

already considered the weight of her arguments,
and dispassionately concluded, that it is folly to

sacrifice present and certain pleasures, to future

and contingent; ones. And the Lady Intempe-
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ranee enquired of him, whether her cup had not

yesterday drowned ail his uneasiness? Theophi-
lus deliberated, forgetful that he who would

overcome, must Jiee youthful lusts, but that he

who deliberates is lost. He seized the sparkling

cup, and again fell under the dominion of his se-

ducers. And thus for some time, morning after

morning he awoke, stung with inward remorse

and shame; becoming every day, less able to re-

sist the blandishments of the Lady Pleasure, the

sophistry of the Lady Doubting, and the cup of

the Lady Intemperance.
Now it came to pass, by the merciful ap-

pointment of the King, that after Theophilus
had remained some time in the snare of the ene-

my, one night he dreamed a dream. In visions

of the night he beheld, as before, the three la-

dies, who had beguiled him, approach and bid

him follow them. So he followed in their train,

and they led him to a beautiful and delicious

garden of oranges and citrons, where all seemed

to be enchantment. He gathered of the flow-

ers, and they withered in his hand; he plucked
the fruit, and it decayed before he could taste

it—While thus employed,, in a moment the spell

was dissolved, and he found himself in a solitary

and barren wilderness, surrounded by a dark

and gloomy mist. Instead of the three ladies,

there stood before him three fiends, dreadful to

behold, who suddenly springing upon him, drag-

ged him after them, and he had no strength to
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resist. He looked round, and cried out for one

to assist him; but no one answered him: only
a voice was heard in the air, If we sin xvilfully

after we have received the knowledge of the truth,

there 7'emaineth no more sacrifice for sin, but a

certain fearful lookingfor ofjudgment, andfiery

indignation to devour the ungodly. Thus was he

dragged to the mouth of the bottomless pit,

where he beheld the flames bursting forth with

impetuous fury, and tremendous roar. A vast

serpent raised his head from amidst the flames,

and opened his dreadful jaws. In a moment
the monster seized his prey, and hurried him

into the pit of darkness, suffocation, and agony.
The mouth of the bottomless pit was instantly

closed, and a voice exclaimed. It is done—He
that isfilthy let him befilthy still. The agony of

Theophilus was indescribable, and he awoke be-

dewed with tears. His sins rushed lipon his

mind in all their aggravations and horrors;

while he felt transported with joy that it was

but a dream.

He rose up speedily, and rushed out of

the house of the seducers: but the hour was

the hour of midnight, and he knew not which

way to direct his steps, in order to escape to the

King's highway. The moon, it shone not in the

heavens, the stars gave no light, but black

clouds overspread the canopy of heaven. In

the agony of his mind however he could not

but, proceed, and endeavour to escape from
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the vicinity of the house of his seducers. He

speedily found himself in a thick forest, while a

tempest of wind and rain fell upon him. Still

he advanced, and, as he proceeded, cried for

mercy in the deepest agony and despair.

Now it was so ordered that, having ascended

a little eminence, and looked round repeatedly,

he believed he saw a faint glimmering light at a

great distance. A ray of hope sprung up in his

mind when he beheld the light, and he de-

termined to make for it. But alas, when he

had advanced a little way, the ground declined,

and he descended into a deep glen, from whence
he could no longer behold the object of his pur-
suit.

And now the thunder began to roar, and the

lightning to flash; and the bowlings of wild

beasts were heard in the forest, ever and anon

rushing through the bushes on his right and on

his left. Still he advanced, crying, Mercy, till

he gained a second summit, from which he be-

held the same hght, somewhat more distinct

and near. Again he descended into the depths
of the forest ;

and was now so fatigued and ex-

hausted with his exertions, that he could with

difficulty ascend the next summit. He was en-

abled however to advance, though slowly, and

at length beheld the light, flaming as it were

from a beacon. As yet no word but Mercy
could be found to express the sensations of his

soul. With a broken and contrite heart, and
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with a far different opinion of himself than that

with which he left the house of the interpreter,

he approached the burning and shining light.

It was The Royal Cross
^
which novv^ blazed like a

beacon upon the young pilgrim. He approach-
ed it, he fell prostrate upon his face, and con-

fessed and denied not, I am dead in trespasses

and sins; like a sheep I have gone astray. Now,
now do I look for mercy with a single eye, and

feel, by bitter experience, that of myself I can

do nothing;
—that in my flesh dzvelleth no good

thing; but that thou, O blessed Saviour, who
didst suffer on this cross, art all in all, the whole

and sole author of life. O let thy blood, if it

be possible, cleanse me from my great and

aggravated transgressions, and wash away my
guilt. / repent in dust and ashes; O Lord,

take not thy Holy Spirit from me!

Thus did Theophilus pour forth his sorrows

before the Royal Cross, persevering in prayer;

and he persisted not in vain
;

but at length
received an answer of peace, and experienced

the transporting revival of hope in his bosom.

Nevertheless he now felt a measure of self-a-

basement, and self-renunciation, to which he

had hitherto been a stranger. He rejoiced with

tremblings and read the inscriptions upon the

Royal Cross with a mixture of terror and conso-

lation. The Royal Cross consisted of two great

beams, the one horizontal and parallel to the

earth
; the other, pointing from earth to heaven.
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On the former beam was described on tablets of

stone what fallen man is by nature, and what
the sentence of the law pronounces against him.

The latter beam cut the former asunder, and

crossed out the hand writing of condemnation^ and
the letter which killeth. It was inscribed with

the finger of God ; and the emblem of a bleeding
heart ever burning but never consumed, on
which were written the spiritual characters of

the Divine Law, was nailed unto it. This up-

right beam seemed to shoot from earth to heaven,
and its summit appeared to be lost in the clouds.

Here Theophilus beheld all that is esteemed

and valued by -men, described upon the ho-

rizontal beam, and cut asunder by the upright
one. And here he began more fully to compre-
hend these sayings in his book, I take pleasure
in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in per-

secutions, in distresses for Christ's sake; for
when I am weak, then am I strong : for hi-

therto they had appeared paradoxical to him.

But he here beheld every thing temporal cross-

ed out by something spiritual, correspond-

ing, and exceedingly surpassing in excellency.

Round the Royal Cross he beheld also a vine

entwined, with purple grapes abundantly sus-

pended from it. The sight of this delicious

fruit excited his hunger and his thirst; and

confessing his own unworthiness, he ate of the

tree of life, and drank of the blood of the grape,
and his spirit revived within him.
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Thus refreshed and composed, the young

pilgrim fell into a sweet and tranquil sleep at

the foot of the cross. And in his sleep he dream-

ed that the King appeared unto him in glory,

and with him his long lost parents, clothed in

white and shining raiment; and a voice from

heaven came unto him, saying, Come up hither:

and he looked, and beheld the cross as it had

been a ladder reaching to the clouds with this

inscription. No man cometh unto the Father but

by me.

The sun at length arose, casting its first

beams upon the mountain, when Theophilus a-

waked, and once more fixing his eyes upon the

Royal Cross, thus expressed the lively emotions

of his heart—

When Sinai's thunder conscience feels,

And secret sins its flash reveals,

While angels of destruction stand,

And the sting of torture brand ;

What then avail our wealth or power.

At this dread, terrific hour?

All trust in human worth and might

Flies like an arrow from the sight.

O then, what transport to behold ^

Chosen from the royal fold,

'i'he Lamb, almighty to eflace

The sins of all our guilty race!

Thou to the Royal Cross art led,

Prince of the living and the dead ;
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In wisdom, power, and truth complete.

With every foe beneath thy feet.

While we view the Saviour die,

All our sorrows to him fly ;

All his righteousness is shed,

In return, upon our head.

While we eye our bleeding King,

Our deserts on him we fling,

And his fulness he imparts

To our broken contrite hearts.

See, in him, our glory rise

Far above the lofty skies ;

While, in us, the earth he rends,

And to lowest hell descends.

Hail! thou Royal Cross, once more;
Who thy wonders shall explore?

Angels bow to view such grace,

And, lost in wonder, vail their face.
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CHAP. VII.

THEOPHILUS
now proceeded on bis jour-

ney ;
but be bad not advanced far, before be

beard tbe voice of one calling to bim : wben turn-

ing round, be bebeld an old friend and compani-

on, wbose name was Pbiladelpbus, treading in bis

steps and bastening to overtake bim. Tbeopbi-
lus received bis dear friend witb joy, and tbus

addressed bim-—Dear Pbiladelpbus, bow I rejoice

to see you : little did I tbink, tbat you would

ever be persuaded to undertake tbe pilgrimage

to Mount Sion.

Phil. My brotber, do not upbraid me;

forgive me my past unkindness and bitterness

towards you. O bow bave I since most eager-

ly desired to implore your forgiveness! My
friend, I saw tbe anguisb of tby beart, wben

leaving tbe place of tby nativity, tbou went-

est fortb, not knowing wbitber tbou sbouldst

fly for tby life 1 joined in ridicubng and

calumniating tbe work of God wrougbt in

tby soul 1 provoked tbee, I persecuted tbee,
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and strove to the utmost to- turn thee from

thy purpose, and so to destroy thee; but I did it

in ignorance: forgive me, Omy brother, forgive
the cruelty of thy friend.

Theo. I forgive thee, my friend, from my
heart; and I rejoice unspeakably to see thee

once more, and to receive thee as a brother be-

loved for ever: but tell me, what occasioned

thine own change of disposition, and put thee

upon pilgrimage?
Phil. When my dear companion was gone,

and I saw him no more, I began coolly to reflect

upon my cruelty to him, and upon the meekness

and love, with which he patiently received every
shaft of enmity. I thought too of all his admo-

nitions to me to escape for my life, and of the

sayings which he repeated to me out of his book.

And these my sensations became stronger every

day; and, in particular, this reflection dwelt up-
on my mind, that there must have been some

extraordinary cause for that remarkable change,
which took place in your disposition and man-

ners, after you betook yourself to prayer and to

reading of your book. For you not only be-

came different in these respects to us, but to what

you yourself before had been. Instead of that

pride and selfishness which, you know, we all*

shewed as far as we dared; you appeared to

^possess humility, love, courteousness, and ten-

derness. Now this disposition was very win-

ning, and of a nature so totally different to all
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that I and all your old companions felt and prac-

tised, that it made me marvel and consider, that so

good an effect must have as good a cause: and

I must say, that we all felt an impression of

this kind upon our minds. Upon this account,

I at last determined secretly to go to Evange-

list, and request him to give me a book : which

he did in the same tender spirit, and with words

which I had heard you use; the recollection of

which, drew tears from my eyes. So I took the

book home : not daring however to be seen read-

ing it by my old friends, and especially by the

young men, Profane, Scoffer, and Hate-good, I

retired out of the city in the dusk of the evening
in order to read and meditate without interrup-

tion. So I chose to retire on that side of the city

on which you went away for the last time : and
I had the secret pleasure of being reminded of

you, as well as of enjoying greater retirement;

because, you know, it was a very unfrequented

place.

So by degrees I ventured further and further,

every evening, from the city ; when, one even-

ing to my great surprise, as I was reading in my
book these words. Charity suffereth long and is

hind,
—I was struck with the thought that this

saying was the cause of that sweet change which
I had beheld in you. At this moment, to my
great astonishment, when darkness was coming
upon our city, I perceived the sky luminous

over the place to which I had advanced; and I
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beheld at a distance, a fair hill, with a beacon

upon its summit. At the same time, I felt myself
drawn onwards, as it were by some invisible

power: yet I hesitated to proceed, and began to

consider whether I should not return now to the

city, and come again another day ; supposing that

I had much time before me. But, as I turned my
eyes back on the City of Destruction, I saw

rolHng over it clouds of unusual blackness and

horror, I saw also the appearance of sparks of fire

falling from them ; and presently one of the

houses in the city was in a blaze. This seemed

a warning to me not to return ; and so I deter-

mined to make for the beacon upon the hill.

Theo. But did you not meet with many
difficulties in your way, before you arrived at

the Wicket-gate.^
Phil. One called Self-knowledge present-

ly came to me, and informed me, that he was

sent by the King to be my conductor to that

place: but, in truth, as we journeyed together

across the Plain of Repentance, he shewed me

myself so plainly in a mirror, which he had

brought with him, that I began to think it vain

for me to shew my face before the King. I

thought I should have sunk into the earth,

when I first saw myself in that glass.

Theo. Why, how did you appear to your-
self?

Phil. My brother, it seemed nothing hu-

man that I saw; it was more like the picture of
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an evil spirit; and besides, I saw a great chain

round the neck of my Ukeness.

Theo. But did Self-knowledge give you
no comfort?

Phil. When he saw me overpowered with

the view of myself, he withdrew his glass, and

pointed to the beacon upon the hill, and bade

me look through a telescope.

Theo. And what did you then see?

Phil. Why I beheld a man, clothed with a

garmerd doxvn to the feet. His head and his hairs

were white like xvool, as white as snow ; and his

countenance xvas as thesun^ when he shineth in his

strength. Then said my guide. This is the Son

of God, who became the Son of Man; that thou

through him mightest -become the child of God.

Then I received comfort, and eagerly desired to

reach that blessed place, where the second Adam,
for so my guide called him, was standing.

Theo. But were you admitted without in-

terrogation?
Phil. No, my brother; T thought that the

questions that were put to me would have cut

me asunder. I felt, as it were, myself and all

that is within me, sink under me like rotten-

ness, and I fell to the earth as dead. There

remained no strength in me; for my comeliness

was turjied into corruption^ and I retained no

strength. And behold, a hand touched me, which

set me upon my knees, and upon the palms of my
hands.
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Theo. Didst thou know who it was that

raised thee from the dust, and infused spiritual

life into thy soul?

Phil. I knew not, till he said unto me,
Fear not, I am the resurrection and the life; the

first and the last ; he that Vweth and was dead;

and behold, I am aVwe for evermore, and have

the keys of hell and of death.

Theo. My brother, it was the Lord of Glo-

ry himself, that had compassion on thee, and

said to thy dry hones. Live ; and blessed be his

holy name, all things are now become new unto

thee. Thou hast not only the promise, but the

earnest of eternal life.

Phil. Explain thy meaning, my brother.

Theo. The church militant is the pattern
and earnest of the church in glory, and the

image of the kingdom of heaven; the subjects
of it must, in a degree, even now, be dead in the

fiesh but alive in the spirit; born not of blood, nor

of the will of thefiesh, nor of the will of man, but

of God. I have been assured by the good Inter-

preter, that all things in our whole pilgrimage

correspond to, and introduce the eternal and

spiritual consummation of blessedness ; but let

us remember, that our flesh is not yet dead;

though, we trust, it has received its deadly
wound. Though we mortify and destroy one

corruption, its destruction will only serve to re-

veal another : let us beware of carnal security.

He that endureth unto the end the same shall be
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smed. Let us therefore watch over one another,

and help one another in the way, since it has

pleased the King, in his infinite mercy, to re-

store us to each other.

Phil. I much need thy advice, my bro-

ther, as thou art older and more experienced
than myself.

Theo. Since thou hast commenced pilgrim,

my friend, earlier in life than myself, return

thanks to Him who hath called thee so young.
I question not, but the good Shepherd has a

special care of his lambs
; and that he has re-

markably protected and guided thee hitherto.

Thy way has been less exposed to snares than

mine, because of thy youth: and as surely as

thou hast remembered thy Creator in the days of

thy youth ; so surely, when thou art old, he will

not departfrom thee.

Thus did these young pilgrims proceed on

their way conversing sweetly together, and en-

quiring of each other what had befallen them^
before their meeting. I beheld then that they
went on till they came to the foot of the hill

Difficulty, where they drank of the water of Ufe

freely. Afterwards they ascended the hill as far

as to the,pleasant harbour, made by the Lord of

the hill for the refreshment of weary travellers.

Having rested there a short time, they ascended

till they came to where the lions were stationed;

when the good porter, Watchful, seeing the

young pilgrims, encouraged them to advance,
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and shut up the wild beasts in their dens, say-

ing, BeHeve only, and thus shall all your adver-

saries be able only to roar and menace. He
then invited them to lodge that night at the

house of the Sisters, whose good-will to pil-

grims is so well known. Who, that ever travelled

this road, has not heard the praises of Piety,

Charity, Wisdom, and Discretion? Need I re-

late with what pleasure these good Sisters receiv-

ed the young travellers, and how welcome they
were made?

Now I saw that after Theophilus and Phila-

delphus had received refreshment, the Sisters en-

quired the reasons which had influenced them

to fly from the city of their nativity, and be-

come strangers and pilgrims upon earth. They
would also be informed, what road they had ta-

ken, and what occurrences they had met with.

And having heard their relation of the mercies

and deliverances which they had experienced,

they took occasion to discourse with them on

the duty and blessedness of thankfulness to the

God of all mercy and deliverance. And in this

manner Charity expressed her own thoughts,

as well as those of her Sisters, upon this de-

lightful subject I perceive, my young friends,

that you have infinite cause to magnify the

goodness of your King, who hath awakened

you to a sense of your dreadful danger, and

brought you safely from the City of Destruc-

tion thus far towards the heavenly Jerusalem.
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Need I remind you then, that these unspeaka-
ble benefits should be gratefully acknowledged

by you with heartfelt praise and thanksgiving?

Remember, that to supplication should always
be added a thankful acknowledgment of the an-

svv^ers to prayer already received. O praise the

Lord, for it is a good thing to sing praises unto

our God: yea a joyfid and pleasant thing it is to

be thankfiiL

It is a good thing, because the Lord hath

commanded you in all things by prayer and sup-

plication with thanksgiving, to make your requests

known unto hiin ; and to rejoice in him evermore.

It is a good thing to rejoice in the Lord, be-

cause it both evidences and promotes a reliance

upon his saving power and promises. For who
can really possess an interest in the divine righ-

teousness and promises, and not rejoice and be

thankful?

And it is a good thing to rejoice in the Lord,

because herein is another high exercise of faith.

The eye of the natural mind is confined to the

near and unsatisfactory objects of sight; and

beholds, either not at all, or in miniature, the

immense objects of eternity. But the eye of

faith brings every object into sight and propor-

tion; it penetrates within the vail, and presents

the pilgrim with that prospect, which only can

excite solid joy and thankfulness.

And need 1 add then, that it is « pleasant

thing also to be thankful ; and by gaining a
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view, not of a part, but of the whole of your high

destiny, to find the drop of present bitterness

lost in the sea of bliss which is sec before you ;

the momentary pains of pilgrimage absorbed in

an eternity of joy; and to feel that, however

clouded and darkened for an instant, neverthe-

less, the path of pilgrims is, in truth, as the light

which shineth more and more unto perfect day.

Upon this subject the Sisters discoursed with

the young pilgrims ;
and before they retired to

rest, they instructed them to express their gra-
titude continually to their blessed Creator and

Redeemer, in the following words.

Bless our Creator's wondrous name,

Who from the dust call'd forth our frame;

Form*d us, an everlasting race,

To share his bliss, and view his face.

Bless our Preserver's wondrous love,

Which warn'd in kindness, and in patience strove;

While others soon struck down to hell,

Yet not more vile, in torments dwell.

Bless too our Benefactor's power,

For blessings of the precient hour;

The kingdom first of grace to mind, •

Each earthly promise is to find.

Bless now beyond creative love,

And preservation far above,

God, our Redeemer's boundless grace,

Which sav'd our hateful ruin'd race.

Bless the enlightening Spirit's ray.

Which points the Pilgrim's only way;
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The sanctifying Spirit's hand,

Which draws us to the holy land.

Spirit of comfort, be thou bless'd,

Who bid'st the mournful bosom rest,

Who dwellest in the contrite heart,

And hope of glory dost impart.

How good and pleasant 'tis to sing

The praises of our Heavenly King !

His grace extoU'd, our bliss we count,

And feel o'erjoy'd its vast amount.

The next morning the Sisters invited Theo-

philus and his companion to see the memorials

of the pilgrims of other times, concerning whom
it was the will of their Lord, that being dead they

should yet speak, and beckon the living to follow

them to victory. So the young travellers were

conducted to an ancient and solemn edifice; in

which they beheld very many pictures of departed

saints, all ofxvhom were honoured in their genera-

tions and were the glory of their times, still

leaving a name behind thefu, that their glory might
be reported. Here were represented many blessed

persons, of whom their beloved King himself had

caused the memorial to be set up, according to

his own directions. Among all these, the eyes

of the young men were particularly attracted to

the representations of such, as at an early age
hadfinished their course withjoy.

Here they beheM with much interest a pic-

ture, in which they saw a very young man cast
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into a deep pit by his envious brethren; and af-

terwards suffering, Mnth patience and resigna-

tion, a severe course of afflictions and temptation.
Then they viewed with delight the long-delayed

glory descending upon his head; and beheld

his brethren bow the knee before him, and crave

life and sustenance at his hands.

Here they saw a lively representation of

the child of an afflicted, but pious mother,

ministering at the solemn hour of midnight
in the courts of the Lord's house. The child

was girded with a linen ephod, and was cloth-

ed with a little coat, the work of his mother.

He stood, as though he heard a voice from the

sanctuary, a call from the Holy of Holies; yea as

though the Lord God was calling him to his

presence. Hard by was represented an aged

priest lamenting the ruin which he had brought

upon his own house, by withholding the rod of
chastisement from his sons.

Here also they beheld a young shepherd,

strong in the Lor4, and in the poxver of his might,

rending a lion and a bear; and cutting off

the head of a gigantic enemy. And, at a little

distance, was represented his child, kneeling
down and praying for wisdom from above; and

Heavenly-Wisdom herself descending from on

high, and shedding upon him all her treasures.

Here likewise was to be seen the memorial of

the Son of the Celestial King himself, in his ear-

ly youth, conversing^with the teachers of Israel,
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and astonishing them with his wisdom and an-

swers.

They were also much delighted with the pic-

ture of a little child employed in reading the

scriptures, by which he was made zvise unto salva-

tion, and in praying for grace to order, from the

beginning, his life and conversation according
to the will of the Most High.

Having surveyed the memorials of ancient

times, they now proceeded to representations of

strangers and pilgrims upon earth, some of whom
had not very long since received a beautiful

crown at the hand of their King. Among these

they beheld a young prince restoring to a great
nation the everlasting Gospel, on which was in-

scribed, That zvhich ye receive now, hold fast till

I come; but while engaged in the act of refor-

mation he was caught up into glory. When

suddenly the face of the sky was overspread
with clouds and tempests; the land was cover-

ed with sadness and horror; and many a

faithful servant of the King was seen sealing

his testimony with his blood. Among these

stood conspicuous, a young and noble female,

eminent alike for piety and wisdom. The cha-

riot and horses of Israel stood ready to receive

her immortal and triumphant spirit, and the

crown of life over her head was suspended in

glory.

After this, they proceeded to the extremity of

the building, where their attention was excited
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by a recent and beautiful painting. The two pa-

rents of an only child, on either side holding
him by the hand, were leading him forth from the

City of Vanity, and directing his eyes towards

the Delectable Mountains. These heavenly-
minded parents were represented, in successive

views, anxiously and indefatigably watching
and tending their little charge, and removing
every stumbling-block out of his way. It was

delightful to behold the promises to pious and

vigilant parents, who in full reliance upon the

divine faithfulness train up their offspring in

the way they should go, here verified and
confirmed. The delicate bud was seen quickly

expanding into a beautiful blossom; and the

sweet blossom as soon was succeeded by the fair

and mature fruits of the Spirit; and being se-

lected by the hand of the King of Glory himself,

the tender plant was speedily removed to more

congenial soil in the paradise of God. Excel-

lent parents ! exclaimed Theophilus, and do you
not rejoice in having so soon attained your
heart's desire? in having yourselves witnessed the

joyful conclusion of his course? Would you pre-
fer to leave him behind you as poor Theophilus
has been left; uncertain whether he should fol-

low you to glory and dwell with you for ever?

Would you pluck the crown of glory from his

head, and recall him from the bosom of his Fa-

ther and his God ? Rather rejoice, exceedingly

rejoice, as well in his blessedness, as in this, that

N
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you have been privileged to be the instruments

and witnesses of that blessedness.

Your remarks, my son, replied the Sister

Piety, are founded in truth. And I will add,

that young persons, like yourselves, should be

reminded by the example of that young pilgrim,

of what attainments through grace you are ca-

pable; and hoAV soon you may be summoned
into the presence of your King and Judge.
Here too may the parents of young pilgrims

learn, that, if they belie've, all things arepossible to

him that believeth ; yea, that all the promised of

the covenant of glory shall be confirmed to their

children after them, if they have faith to receive

the inestimable blessing.

Theophilus and Philadelphus now returned

to the hospitable mansion of the Sisters, sweet-

ly and solemnly impressed with the recollection

of the memorials of other ages and generations.
In the evening the Sisters renewed their conver-

sation with them—"We render thanks, they said, to

the great Author and Finisher of salvation, that

he has been pleased to call you to the inheritance

of glory and immortality at so early an age.

We trust that that door zvkich no man can shut,

standeth open to receive you; but we would

have you to remember, that your final attain-

ment of the promises depends upon your making
your calling and election sure by the P^^actical

Piety, which you will learn from us. If there-

fore you would attain to those exceeding great
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and precious promises, that by these you might
he partakers of the divine nature^ having escaped

the corruption that is in the xvorld through lust,

you must give all diligence to add to your faith

virtue, and to virtue knozvledge, and to knoxvledge

temperance, and to temperance patience, and to pa^
tience godliness, and to godliness brotherly-kind^

ness, and to brotherly-kindness charity. For ifye
do these things, ye shall never fall, for so an en-

trance shall be ministered unto you abundantly
into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Sa-

viour Jesus Christ.

Then did each of the Sisters in turn speak a

word of exhortation to the young men; and first

Piety addressed them in the following words.

My name signifies the Love of God ; and I put

you now in remembrance, that this is the first

and greatest of all the commandments. That

thou love the Lord thy God zvith all thy heart, and

with all thy mijid, and zvith all thy soul, and zvith

all thy strength. If any say unto thee. Thou

art righteous over much ; rehearse unto him the

words which I have just now repeated. And if

any say unto thee, that they love their neigh-

bour, and trust that they shall be accepted for

moral virtue; reply unto them. By this zveknozo

that zee love the children of God, zvhen zve love

God and keep his commandments.

Then did Charity speak as follows. My
name signifies the Love of God extending it-

self to all his creatures, as the rays which pro-
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ceed from the fountain of solar light illumi-

nate the whole habitable world. All that is not

wrought by love, proceeds from vanity, and ter-

minates in vanity. Remember that charity is not

the cause, but the effect and evidence of salva-

tion and union with the great Head of the

church. All other attainments shall be swal-

lovi^ed up in the perfection of the kingdom of

glory; but charity shall remain as an everlasting-

crown upon the head of believers world without

end. Follozv after charity.

Then did the third of the Sisters take up the

word of exhortation, saying. My name is Wis-

dom. Before the foundation of the world Wis-

dom was with God, and Wisdom was God.

Wisdom ordained and beheld, at one glance, all

things natural and moral that should ever come

into existence, from eternity to eternity. Eve-

ry thing by her was fitted to its proper end; and

the end, which she ordained for each, it shall

surely fulfil. By the inspiration of Wisdom,
while the world knew not God, nor could search

out perfect righteousness, the prophets and apos-

tles of old were instructed to reveal truth to all

conditions of men, authoritatively, self-evident-

ly, and effectually. By the same Almighty
Power were they inspired also to speak wisdom

among them that are perfect, even among those

who being grown in grace, and having spiritual

eyes to see, and spiritual ears to hear, were become

capable of receiving the higher mysteries of
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the kingdom. Lay thou thy foundation upon
Jesus Christ

;
and in due time he will unfold

unto thee the higher mysteries of his kingdom,
which the eye ofthe natural man hath not seen, nor

his ear heard; and whatever difficulties may now

appear unto thee in his word, be assured that it

is because thou art not y^t perfect. But the day
will come, if thou now receives t by faith the

precepts of the All-Wise, that thou shalt ac-

knowledge that God only is wise, good, and

lovely, in all and every part of his conduct to-

wards all his creatures.

Lastly, Discretion addressed the young pil-

grims, and said. My name signifies that prudence,
which springs from grace and experience. My
young pilgrims, 1 am well pleased with the fer-

vour of your present zeal. I love the tree that

requires pruning, rather than that which de-

mands forcing. But the malicious and offended

world will intentionally detract from your gra-

ces, and magnify your failings. And this will

be a sore trouble to you. But be not disheart-

ened, offences must come; and it will be your
wisdom to examine whether they do not fre-

quently rise from your own pride and indiscre-

tion, even more than from the enmity of the

world. Receive correction, from whatever quar-
ter it comes, in this humble and docile spirit,

and you will gain discretion. And discretion

will teach you so to conduct yourselves that

your good zvill riot, in the same degree, be eml
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Spoken of.
She will teach you to speak a word

in season, and to withhold a vv^ord also in season;

but remember, she hath no fellowship with the

fear of man, or the love of carnal ease. And
the end that you will thus attain, will be the en-

largement ofyour influence in winning the preju-

diced and perishing from the poxver of Satan to

the liberty of the sons of God, This will be the

finish to all your qualifications, when you shall

learn by experience to become all things to all

men, in order to gain some.

The benign Sisters, having thus severally

warned the young pilgrims to make their call-

ing and election sure by heavenly-mindedness
and holiness, invoked the Father of Love to de-

scend from heaven,' and abide with them for

ever.

Father of Love divine, inspire

Thy children with celestial fire;

Their innate selfishness disclose,

The fountain of terrestrial woes.

From Horeb's smoking summit dart

The mirror of the human heart;

The book of death wide open spread,

And flash conviction on the dead.

Or from dread Calvary's clouded height,

Fulminate celestial light;

Immanuel's stricken form reveal,

And teach them crimson guilt to feel.
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Beneath the gulphs of Tartarus dread,

Where fiery torrents roll the dead;

In congenial scenes of hell,

Bid their selfish nature dwell.

Author of life! descend from high,

The seed of God-like life supply;
The seed of lowliness and love;

Hear, O hear, Celestial Dove!

So shall all thy sons unite.

Embodied by celestial might;
Judah with Israel hand in hand.

Like brethren in thy temple stand;

Love shall all dissention heal.

Each for others taught to feel,

And the mystic body move

In blissful harmony and love.

Come, halcyon days, by bards foretold.

Who spake the Spirit's mind of old.

Heaven to earth attracted bend,

And Sion from on high descend.

Above the earth, above the skies.

Thou sympathetic temple, rise;

In thee all fulness dwell sublime.

Beyond the bounds of space and time.
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CHAP. VIII

TXTOW I saw that, the next morning, the

-i-^ Sisters conducted the young pilgrims in-

to the armoury, and clothed them from head to

foot in spiritual armour, that they might be

able to stand against the zviles of the enemy. The

girdle of truth was girt next to their hearts, and

upon that was fixed the breast-plate of righteous-

ness. Their feet xvere shod with the preparation

of the Gospel of peace. They received also the

shield offaith y
the helmet of salvation, and the

two-edged szvord of the Spirit, There was, more-

over, given unto them the timmpet of prayer^

which hath power at all times to reach the ears

of the Captain of the Lord's hosts, and procure

reinforcements, whenever the enemy is too strong
for the soldiers of the King.

These two young men being thus equipped
for the battle, the Sisters once more addressed

them, and said, jBe not afraid of them that kill

the body, and after that have no more that they

can do. Powerful as the enemies are with whom
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you have to contend, be assured that, one and

all, they have already experienced an overthrow

by the Prince of pilgrims. Venture boldly to

face the enemies of the King, and your own

eyes will behold the deadly blows which they
received in combat with the Captain of your
salvation. Their wounds can never be healed,

blood perpetually flows from them, and they
will eventually be mortal. O could you have

seen the Prince of pilgrims, when he marched

solitary and unsupported through all the coun-

try of your pilgrimage ;
how fearlessly he sought

out all the monsters which infested these forests,

and rendered them impassable; how he dealt

his blows among them, and felled them roar-

ing and bellowing to the earth. Could you
but have seen the lighting down of his invinci-

ble arm at that hour, when he spake in righteous-

ness, mighty to save; when he trod the wine-press

alone, and of the people there was none with him ;

when his own arm brought salvation to him, and

hisfury it upheld him. Behold, the Unconquer-
able is your Commander; and under his* direc-

tions you will go forth yourselves, conquering
and to conquer. As he himself won his kingdom
at the point of the sword, so must all ye his

servants cut your way through all opposition,
and win the throne of glory, and the crown of

life, by resisting unto blood.

Follow then your great General to victory ;

trace his footsteps by the blood which flowed
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from his wounds, and which has even now vir-

tue to inspire invincible courage into those who
look upon it with tender recollection and con-

fidence; as it has likewise power to paralyse the

enemy who beholds it And O 1 could you see

the crown with which the noble army of mar-

tyrs stands glorified, in the presence of the King,

your souls would kindle within you, and burn

for martial deeds in this noble warfare; yea, you
would count the loss of all things as an easy

price to obtain a place in that solemn triumph,
when all the harps and voices of heaven shall

extol and magnify Him, who leadeth captivity

captive^ and putteth all enemies under his Jeet.

The Unconquerable be with you !

The young pilgrims now proceeded, refresh-

ed and rejoicing, on their journey. Their moun-

tain seemed to stand strong; and they exult-

ed in the brightness and perfection of their

armour.

From the eminence on which they were now

standing, appeared in the horizon the purple
summits of the Delectable Mountains, rising in

grandeur above the lower region of fogs and

mists. There the pipe of the shepherd is heard

not only by day, but during the hours of the

tranquil and serene night. It is a region of calm

delights, which the glorious inhabitants of the

Heavenly Paradise themselves take pleasure to

visit, and where, at times, they hold sweet com-

munion with the fellow-heirs of immortality.
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There it was that the heavenly choir, wafted

upon a bright cloud, reflecting all the colours

of the heavenly witness, struck the harps of

God in the hearing of mortal men, and sung a

new song of Glory to God in the highest, and

peace and good-will to man.

Blessed be the Father of mercies, and the God

of all consolations, who, from time to time, re-

freshes and supports the weary and fainting pil-

grim with lively sensations of the reality of pro-

mised blessings, and with occasional foretastes of

glory, which exceed the ordinary experience of

the people of God as much as the latter exceeds

the dead faith of the unregenerate. But let not

the saints be exalted ahone measure by the abun-

dant clearness of the vision.

The young pilgrims did not long travel up-
on this soft and velvet plain, nor long breathe

the inspiring gales wafted from the Delectable

Mountains. The ground presently began to

decline, and they found themselves on the bor-

ders of a vast and gloomy forest, through which

a steep path descended into the darksome Val-

ley of Humiliation. An awe and horror over-

spread the minds of the pilgrims as they entered

the solitary wilderness. The rustling of the

groves, the croaking ofthe ravens, and the increas-

ing gloominess of the overhanging cypress, con-

tributed to excite fearful emotions in their minds.

The sensation which they experienced was as

though an invisible enemy were near unto them,
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and meditating their destruction. Separated
from the converse and abode of man, it was no

small consolation to them at length to behold,

at some distance, the appearance of a fellow-

creature. When they had advanced a little fur-

ther, Theophilus perceived that it was one of the

companions of the Lady Pleasure. At this mo-

ment an arrow from an invisible power pierced

the shield of Philadelphus, and wounded him se-

verely. And now had he fallen at the feet of

the subtle enemy, had not Theophilus support-

ed him and borne him from the spot of danger.

Then did the two young pilgrims fall down

upon their knees, and supplicate the protector
of pilgrims to conduct them in safety through
the perils of the wilderness; and each by turn

read in his book the exploits of ancient pilgrims

who stopped the mouths of lions, having their

strength made perfect in zveakness; and they

hymned together the sxveet songs of Sion in this

strange land. But they had not advanced far,

before they overtook one clothed in the habit of

a pilgrim, who presently addressed them in the

following manner.

My dear sons, I rejoice to see, that, at your

early age, you have set so glorious an example
in overcoming the seductions and vanities of the

world. Assuredly you will be exalted to great

glory in the presence of the King—you have

already made a great progress, and merit the

crown of glory ; and I would have you take to
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yourselves the comfort of your advancement.

It can never be considered as pride, to think of

yourselves according to your real state.

Theo. You do us great honour, Sir, by

your high opinion of our attainments; and it

gives us great pleasure to think, that a person
of your experience judges so favourably of us.

The Stranger. I do not form my judg-
ment upon conjecture only

—I myself beheld

with what dignified contempt one of you treat-

ed the allurements of Pleasure; and I exhort you

earnestly to treat every worldling with equal

contempt, asserting the dignity of your high

calling, and your exaltation above the tribu-

nal of men. Whom God hath justified, he will

also infallibly glorify. The reason why 1 now
address you, and afford you the consolation of

my experience, is to assure you that, since you
have overcome the seductions of this place, you
have nothing further to apprehend; but may
here rest youselves and partake of the delicious

fruits which these beautiful trees bear upon their

branches. You may also release yourselves, for

the present, from the incumbrance of your hea-

vy armour, with which I perceive you are

much fatigued. I will assist you in doing this;

and it will be my delight to converse with you
on your high privileges and attainments, and to

relieve your minds from the burden of anxiety
and doubt respecting your final attainment of

glory.
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The young pilgrims were charmed with the

comfortable words of the stranger; and Theo-

philus, who was principally addressed, immedi-

ately proceeded to follow his advice, and began
to take off some part of his armour. Now I

saw that no sooner had he cast down his shield

to the ground, than the stranger threw off his

pilgrim's habit, and appeared in the form of the

dreadful ApoUyon. Theophilus and Philadel-

phus trembled, while Apollyon raised his power-

ful arm, and hurled a fiery dart at the breast of

the former. The credulous youth received a se-

vere wound, and fell to the ground, as though
he had been absolutely dead, while the dreadful

Apollyon, vomiting thick volumes of smoke and

fire, rushed upon him, and trampled him under

his feet. I now lost sight of the unhappy youth
in the dark and sulphurous cloud which enve-

loped him ; only I heard his sighs, and groans,

and piercing shrieks. Poor Theophilus, where

is now thy expected triumph ! Thou art now laid

low in the dust. Thinking thyself to be some-

thing zvhile thou art nothing, thou art become as

they, whose rock has fallen under them. Thou

art cast out and trodden under foot of thy most

cruel adversary. Farewell, Theophilus, I had

hoped to see thee do all things through him that

alo7ie could strengthen thee; but now I see thee

no more; Apollyon seizeth thee by the throat;

he strangleth thee; thy shrieks become faint

and more faint; thy breath ceaseth for ever!
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At this awful moment, while I was despair-

ing for Theophilus, behold Philadelphus, recover-

ing from his petrifying terror, blew the trumpet
of prayer. Thrice did the loud trumpet make
the wood to echo; and at the third blast, beyond
all expectation, the King's champion, Great-

grace, rushed towards the place from whence

the sound proceeded, and in an instant, darting
into the thickest volume of fire, closed with the

dreadful Apollyon, and hurled him roaring to

the ground. Then did I perceive the monster's

deadly wound, which he had received from the

Prince of pilgrims, bleeding dreadfully, and

himself fainting through loss of blood.

The Captain of the Lord's hosts stretched

forth his hand, and hfted up the apparently
lifeless Theophilus from the earth, and inspired
him as it were with new life.

After a short time he stood upon his feet,

and humbly and thankfully ascribed his mighty
deliverance to the invincible arm of his Almighty
Saviour. The conqueror of Apollyon now ad-

dressed the young pilgrims in the following-

words. Young men, you have both met with

defeat and disgrace in this Valley of Humilia-

tion, and you have likewise found undeserved

and unexpected help. Let the recollection of

this abasement sink deeply into your heart, and

learn at last, if you can receive this lesson, that of

yourselves you can do nothings while you may yet
do all things through Jesus Christ that strength-
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enethyou. To bring you to this state of humble

and absolute self-renunciation, and dependance

upon the Invincible, is the purport of this, and

of every temptation and conflict which has and

will befal you Behold yon unbe-nding oak,

felled prostrate by the power of the tempest,

and torn up by its roots; while the pliant and

bending willow stoops to the earth, and rises

again, unsubdued by the power of the air. I

full well know the pride of your hearts, and

your self-confidence, which, though subdued in

one form, will revive in another; occasion-

ing you many similar defeats and humiliations,

before you enter the gates of glory. Alas ! you
will imagine, after each humiliation, that the in-

bred cancer of your nature is destroyed ; but, be

assured, it will only conceal itself for a time,

and gathering fresh strength, and assuming a

new form, surprise you with its unexpected at-

tacks. Happy will you be, if, at last, you come

forth from the fiery purgation, like gold tried

seven times in the fire
;
and if by every humili-

ation you lose more and more of the dross of

your inward corruption. The part of the phy-
sician is to discover the disease, and to help na-

ture in her efforts to recover health. The Phy-
sician of souls in hke manner makes manifest to

you that pride, which is the malignant root of

your spiritual corruption and misery; and be ye

taught of him to be workers together with his

grace in judging, condemning, and destroying
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your natural self-dependance, that it may not

be fearfully judged and trampled down of the

Lord. Hencefor wards, let not the noon-day
heat nor the shadow of the evening come upon
you, before you have confessed your insufficien-

cy to the Lord, and humbly entreated him to

bestow upon you that grace, which is all-suffi-

cient and invincible.

Then did Great-grace bid the pilgrims fol-

low him into the lowest depths of the Valley of

Humiliation. So I saw them, humbled under a

sense of their late disgrace, with eyes cast down
to the ground, hand in hand, descending into

a gloomy and frightful dell, which is called the

Valley of Bacha, and the Valley of the Shadow
of Death. The spirit of self-confidence had

now received a wound; yet it struggled, not

to fall alone, but drag to the earth with itself

that other confidence, which is in the merits

and strength of Him who is mighty to save.

Thus, in pain, in terror, and I had almost said,

despair, Theophilus and his companion descend-

ed through the deep and gloomy shades, ex-

pecting at every step to be precipitated into a

bottomless gulph; while the bird of night
shrieked and screamed on either side.

At length, fainting and exhausted, they be-

held the light of day through the thick grove;
and advancing, to their great astonishment

and joy, found themselves in the sweet Dale of

Consolation, which is the lowest recess of the

p
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Valley of Humiliation. On either side this

sweet retreat, the overhanging woods rise to a

great height. The upper part of this little val-

ley is closed with a white rock, consisting of

petrified moss, from the summit of which a pure
stream drops continually into a natural bason.

Various flowers and fruits adorn the sides of the

rivulet which flows from the bason, and the Tree

of Life here flourishes, as in the Paradise of God.

Surprised and rejoiced, the young pilgrims

enquired of their guide, how it could be, that

so unexpected and delightful a refreshment

should be found in the place, in which, of all

others, they should have least expected to re-

ceive comfort. Go, said Great-grace, and

trace the footsteps of your conquering Leader

to yonder cross, and read the inscription. So

they went to the cross, and read—

In weakness, strength receive; in mourning find

The untold solace of the contrite mind.

Then did Great-grace gently chide them,
and said. Children, when will you understand

that all things in the path of heavenly glory are

by contraries? If you would always thus re-

joice, be always thus abased.

Then did Great-grace conduct them through
a winding cavern to the summit of the rock,

where was a pleasant garden, and a neat white

cottage, the habitation of one named Low-
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ly-mind. The venerable guide of pilgrims

gladly received them, and gave them to drink

of the fountain of living water, which there

bubbles up in a little mossy bason under the

shade of a willow. So Theophilus and Phila-

delphus drank of the fountain, and partook of

the pleasant fruits which the garden afforded.

Then did the Shepherd take his harp and sing a

sweet hymn, which deeply affected the young

pilgrims.

There is a lowly way
Beneath the tempest's force;

Secure and blessed they,

Who hither hold their course.

When fainting pilgrims feel

Their chastisement severe,

Their bosoms pierc'd with steel

Find untold pleasure here.

That peace, the world can never know,

Sheds through their tears a sparkling ray;

As when the fair effulgent bow

Shines glistering on the showery day.

True mourners only thus are bless'd.

And find their Shepherd's promise sure

To all, who, by the world oppressed,

In patient lowliness endure.

For who is He, who smiles above,

More faithful than the promised bow ?

He who himself is only love,

As all his children soon will know.
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Then hold sweet commune with your King,
The living fount your souls inspire,

The praises of Immanuel sing,

And let your hearts his Spirit fire.

The Prince of pilgrims loves to dwell

In every humble, contrite breast,

And often in this lowliest dell

A present Saviour stands confess'd.
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CHAP. IX

T\TOW it was the will of the King, that the
-^^ young pilgrims should remain some little

time in this sweet place, and receive some de-

lightful impressions and foretastes of their hea-

venly rest, before they advanced on their jour-

ney. So they continued here awhile, passing
their time in sweet meditation, in holy converse,

and in communion with the Prince of peace.

In the morning they frequently retired to

the cool caverns in the rock, and meditated in

the book of life, praying for light from above,
and for a will to bring into subjection every

thought to the oracles of InfalUble Wisdom.
Or they meditated upon some subject, which the

shepherd Lowly-mind proposed to converse up-
on in the evening; at which time he was fre-

quently visited by neighbouring shepherds.
Then it was that all the faculties of their minds

seemed to expand themselves, in order to take in

the one thing needful; while all things past, pre-

sent, and future, seemed to present themselves
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in their due proportions, as beheld in the glass

of faith. Sometimes, surveying the past, they
looked back with astonishment and gratitude

upon the loving-kindness prepared for them
from all eternity; at another time, they reflect-

ed upon their own present unworthiness, high

privileges, and transcendent hope. At another

time, with the glass of faith, they pierced the

vail of time, and apprehended the mry sub-

stance of things hoped for ; things which eye hath

not seeuy nor ear heard, neither hath it entered

into the heart of man to conceive; hut of zvhich

God rexiealeth aforetaste by his Spirit.

And O how often, after such sweet converse,

did they break out into astonishment, that any
one should be so blind even to his own present

interest and happiness, as to think the pains of

pilgrims not compensated in the life which now

is—who being justified by faith, hax)e peace with

God through our Lord Jesus Christ ; by whom
also they ha^oe access by faith into this grace
wherein they stand, and rejoice in hope of the

glory of God, And not only so, but they glory

in tribulations also.

In one of these sweet conversations, the

shepherd thus addressed the two friends. My
sons, tell me what passed in your minds, before

Great-grace was sent to be your deliverer ?

Theo. Why, we thought, at that moment,
either that there was no salvation for any, or

that at least it was not intended for us, but for
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those for whom it was prepared. We had al-

most spoken like the men of this world, and

condemned the generation of the children ofGod,

Shep. But what think you now of your

King?
Theo. Our eyes have seen him and not ano-

ther. He is love. He is indeed love; we
have found him to be love, even unto us; and

we can testify that whosoever cometh unto him,

he will by no means cast out. We have called

upon him in trouble, and we have received

peace; we have called upon him in temptation
and conflict, and we have received strength.

Now we believe, not because of the testimony

of another: for we have heard him ourselves,

and knoxv that this is indeed the Christ, the Savi-

our of the world. We have now the zvitness in

ourselves.

But the minds of Theophilus and Philadel-

phus were not constantly in this happy frame.

On the contrary, their late humiliation had the

effect of impressing powerfully upon them the

plague of their oxvn hearts, and the necessity of

self-examination. Yea, such was the impres-
sion left upon their minds that the heart is de-

ceitful above all things, and desperately xvicked,

and unsearchable, that they were frequently ren-

dered exceedingly uneasy respecting their real

state and attainments before their heart-search-

ing Judge. Labouring under these painful con-

victions, they at last resolved to unburden their
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minds to the shepherd ;
and accordingly Theo-

philus opened to him the thoughts of their

hearts. Dear shepherd, we intreat you now to

discourse with us on the subject of self-know-

ledge. For in proportion as we see more of the

divine holiness, of the narrowness of the way of

spiritual righteousness, and of the evil of our

own hearts, we feel a revived and increasing

anxiety respecting our own state and attainments.

We begin to feel that we have not merely come

short of the glory of the divine righteousness;

but that sin hath wrought in us all manner of

concupiscence, and spiritual transgression of every
statute of the law. We feel, it is true, at times

drawn out of ourselves, as it were, towards the

Lord our righteousness ;
and then we have peace

and sanctifying life. But we are no sooner

strong in the Lord, than we would be something
as of ourselves: hence we are presently cast

down, finding that, zvhen zve would do good, evil

is present zvith us ; and that when we would re-

joice in the hope of glory, we are constrained to

cry out, JVho shall shew lis any good? Then we

conclude ourselves to be hypocrites, self-deceiv-

ers, and not of the number of true pilgrims,

who rejoice in the Lord always, and cannot sin,

because the divine seed abideth in them.

My sons, replied the shepherd Experience, I

am well pleased that you sink in self-estimation,

in proportion as you become acquainted with

the divine perfections, and with your own hearts.
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Be assured, then, that all profession of religion,

which is not followed by such effects as you
describe, is nothing better than self-deceptiom
The Author of life and holiness does not at once

shew to his children the full extent of his law,

nor the full depravity of their own hearts. Such
a manifestation would at first discourage and

overpower them. But as he sees they are able to

receive convictions, he, with a fatherly love and

gentleness, enlightens and chastises them. How
beautifully does he signify this, when he pro-

claims, Give ear, O ye heavens, and I xvill speak ;

and hear, O earth, the words of my month. My
doctrine shall drop as the rain: my speech shall

distil as the dezv, as the small rain upon the tender

herb, and as the shoxvers upon the grass. Because

I will publish the name of the Lord: ascribe ye

greatness unto our God. He is the rock, his

work is perfect : for all his ways are judgment :

a God of truth and without iniquity, just and

right is he. For the Lord shall judge his people,

and repent himselffor his servants; zvhenhe seeth

that their pozver is gone. My sons, it is the

Lord's uniform dealing with his children, to

convince them by degrees of their own depravi-

ty and insufficiency, and to afford them strength
and consolation in himself in the same measure

as they feel their ozvn power to be gone; his

strength is made perfect in the extremity of our

weakness.

Guide of pilgrims, replied Theophilus, O di-
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rect us to make our calling and election sure,

and to examine ourselves whether we be in the

faith, or not.

Young men, replied the shepherd, it is in-

deed the one thing needful, to 7nakc our calling

and election sure. All things else in this life are

more vile than dross, when compared with the

possession of this happy assurance of an interest

in the exceeding great and precious promises, that

by these we might be partakers of the divine na-

ture, having escaped the corruption that is in the

world through lust. Would you then possess this

sovereign treasure and blessing, give all diligence

to add to faith every practical fruit offaith. If

ye do these things^ ye shall never fall: but until

you have attained to the practice and habit of

every grace, you do well not to be sure of your

calling and election. For many have been puf-
fed up, and have perished by this presumption.
Would you cast out fear, you can cast it out only

by perfect love. We will now declare unto you,

by what means you may understand whether

these graces be in you of a truth, or not. For

this purpose, that no man might deceive himself

in the profession of godliness, a venerable shep*

herd, whom his Lord tenderly loved, left with

us a record, in which all the characters of the

children of God are declared. These are his

words. These things have Izvritten unto you, that

believe on the name of the Son ofGod; that ye may
knozv that ye have eternal life. Mark, learn, and
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inwardly digest the contents of this record of

self-knowledge. The whole circle of the graces
of spiritual life is therein set forth. Nature may
produce fruits of one kind, according to the dis-

position of a man ; but the grace of the Most

High is distinguished by fruits of every kind.

Many deceive themselves by partial reformar

tion; but there is no sin which the child of

grace alloweth. He buckleth on the armour of

God on the right hand and on the left. Exa-

mining himself by this record, on the one hand,
he is assured that he hath not the love of God

abiding in him, xvhile he loxieth not his brother ;

and, on the other
^ by this he knozveth that he

loveth his brother zvhen he loveth God, In this

record he is taught to distinguish between tru-

ly gracious affections, and those that are delu-

sive, by this test; that the former always tend

to, and are attended with the lamb-like, dove-like

spirit and temper of Jesus Christ ; that they

naturally promote such a spirit of love, meek-

ness, quietness, forgiveness, and mercy, as ap-

peared in the Lord of Glory. For, if we study
the nature of Christianity, and the proper spirit of

the gospel, by the word of God, we learn that

this spirit is by way of eminence, the christian

spirit. O examine yourselves well, what spirit

you are of; for by this shall you knozv that ye
are his disciples, and that ye have eternal life.

None shall the end, without these means, attain.

And none shall use them, saith the Lord, in vain»
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The time at length arrived, when the pil-

grims were to leave the sweet Valley of Consola-

tion, and the converse of heavenly-minded shep-

herds, dead to pride and self-love, but alive to

humility and love unlimited and unfeigned.
The shepherd Lowly-mind accompanied them

through the deep glens of a thick forest by
the side of brooks and waterfalls. At length

they ascended a lofty hill, from the summit of

which they had a beautiful and astonishing
view. Here they stood to gaze; and the shep-
herd enquired of Theophilus what were the ob-

jects which he observed?

Theo. I behold in the horizon purple
mountains with a glory upon them.

Shep. Those are the Delectable Moun-

tains; but tell us, what objects do you view

between yourselves and those mountains?

Theo. I see a plain expanded in the form

of a circle, divided by many waters and hills;

in which there stand numberless cities, towns,
and villages: but I cannot see their form dis-

tinctly, because the plain is overspread with a

thick mist or smoke.

Shep. The plain which you now behold is

the habitation of the men of this world. How
little and indistinct do all its objects now ap-

pear to ypu, while you behold them from this

eminence, which is called the Mount of Vision;
and while, at the same time, you see the eoer-

lasting hills rising beyond in their just propor-
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tion, and lost in the bright clouds, as far as the

eye can reach. Would that you could always
thus behold all things as they are; things great
undiminished by distance, and things little not

magnified by proximity; then would you in

truth walk by faith and not by sight.

Theo. Is it possible that we can ever fix

our aflPections upon that little, dark, and mean

plain, which we now look down upon; and that

we can ever again lose sight of the Mountains

of Glory?
She p. Watch and pray that you enter not

into temptation. The spirit indeed is zvilling, but

the flesh is zveak. But what see you over the

plain?
Theo. I behold frightful and portentous

forms moving rapidly through the air, and blast-

ing the whole atmosphere of the plain with their

poisonous exhalations.

Shep. You now behold the prince of the

pozver of the air, and his angels; and their

breath is as the smoke of a great furnace, and

the sun and the air are darkened by 7xason of the

smoke. And the inhabitants of the plain love

that darkness rather than light, because their deeds

are evil. Unhappy men ! How quickly, how

unexpectedly will that hour come upon you,
as a thief in the night, in the which you shall

be made to confess that all that is in the xvorld,

is not of the Father but is of the zvorld, and the

xvorld passeth azvay and all that is in it I Alas !
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How many of you have professed to renounce

the world, and yet make the opinions and fashi-

ons of men your only standard ! Theophilus,
what seest thou, above the polluted atmosphere
of the city?

Theo. I see a sign in heaveny great and

mawellous, seven angels having seven vials.

She p. These seven angels have the seven

last plagues; for in them is completed and poured

outy unmixed with mercy, the zvhole wrath of God.

Blessed are they who join in the angelic hymn,
the song of Moses and the Lamb—IVho shall

not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name ?

for thou only art holy ; for all nations shall come

and worship befot^e thee ; for thy righteousness is

made manifest,

Theo. Will it be of any avail, if we go

through every street of the city, and declare

the righteousness of God to those perishing sin-

ners? Will not they hear a man, if he warn them

to repent and be saved, with tears and supplica-
tions?

Shep. We saw the Prince of pilgrims him-

self stoop to wash their feet, and beseech the

vilest malefactors among them to be reconciled

to his Father. We saw him bleeding under a

crown of thorns, and suffering infinite misery
at their hands, that he might, if possible, (after

they had exhausted their malice upon his per-

son,) by condescension, by affection, by en-

treaty, gain them over to a sense of his ex-
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cellence, and soften their enmity towards the

King, But he prevailed not with the multi-

tude to acknowledge, that the Lord only is

holy, and to accept of the riches of his grace.

Theo. Then I perceive it will be in vain for

us to attempt to convince such hardened sin-

ners.

Shep. Exhibit in your whole deportment

humihty and love, and let all those with whom

you converse feel that you possess a trea-

sure of inward peace, happiness, and righteous-

ness, xvhich the world cannot give. And if called

to this service, speaking as the oracles of God,

declaring the simple truth, pray to the King,
and believe that you shall not pray in vain, that

his zvord may run and be glorified; and that you

yourselves may ascribe unto him unreservedly,

the kingdom, the pozver, and the glory. Exalt

the Saviour, and he will exalt you. To all the

strivings of the people, reply. Thus saith the

Lord, In this manner, some you may convince,

and all shall you convict. O let not your minds

be corruptedfrom the simplicity that is in Christ,

by the cunning of serpents. Remember that you
are nothing as of yourselves, but that the Word
of the King, unsophisticated by human corrup-

tions, will be in your mouths sharper than a

two-edged sword.

Theo. We thank you, good shepherd;

pray for us, that we may ourselves be preserved
from the dangers of this plain, and may be en-
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abled to fight against the world as against the

flesh and the devil.

Shep. The world is indeed a subtle enemy,
and you must pass through it; but be of good
courage, the Captain ofyour salvation hath over^

come the world. Mark well his footsteps, which

are always set in the lowest place. The ground
is painful, but it is good ; and remember that,

what this world was, it is,
—what it is, it will

ever be,
—the inveterate rival of the Avorld of

glory* There is no halting between God and

mammon. Time must be sacrificed to eternity,

or eternity to time. Look well to yourselves,

to your book, and to your prayers.

The shepherd Lowly-mind and the pilgrims
now took leave of each other

;
and the young

men began to descend from the Mountain of

Vision to the Plain of Vanity. As they were

walking along they spoke to one another with

rapture of the Vale of Peace which they had

lately visited
;

and wondered much, that the

inhabitants of the plain could find any happiness
in that thick concourse and constant care and

dissipation, in which they lived. Many resolu-

tions did they likewise make, that nothing
should induce them to take up their abode there,

and fix their affections upon vanity ;
and that

neither the fear nor the friendship of its inhabi-

tants should prevail with them to turn to the

right hand or to the left. The Delectable

Mountains still appeared glistening in purple
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glory; and they, fixing their eyes upon the hope
set before them, sung the blessedness of pilgri-

mage.

Happy the man, who bears in mind,

An earthly home was ne'er designed;

Who on that city rests his eye,

Which God hath founded in the sky.

Terrestial objects, fleeting near.

In true dimensions now appear,

Reduc'd by faith's unerring power.

The world a point, and time an hour.

No disappointment he shall know,
Who thus beholds all things below.

Holds them uncertain, fleet, and vain.

Above their pleasure and their pain .

Empower'd by faith, his lifted eyes

See Salem's lofty turrets rise.

Its length, its breadth, its depth, its height,

The nearest objects to his sight.

His gifted eye full view attains

Of dread Gehenna's endless pains :

Compar'd with this horrific sight,

He feels all mortal troubles light.

Their eye so fix'd, their end the same,

The fathers to old Canaan came ;

The Pilgrim's staff so took in hand,

And journey'd to the promis'd land.

So, by the blood of Jesus bought,

They an abiding city sought; ^

A city brighter than the sun.

Of God's own building, thus they won.

R
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So fix'd on heaven, the single eye

Shall ever brightening light descry,

While transient woes shall cease to pain.

And godliness contentment gain.

Conflicting pilgrim, so be bless'd,

Rise, and attain thy proffered rest;

With traveller's eye all objects view;

The light is happy as 'tis true.
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CHAP. X.

TVTOW I saw that, having descended for se-

•^^ veral miles, they entered into the hazy
and thick atmosphere of the plain, which is

of so enchanting a nature, that it excites unac-

countable fears and desires in the minds of those

who breathe it, through the influence of the

prince of the power of the air. They had no

sooner arrived at this place, than they perceived
a stranger coming to meet them. Now the true

name of this person was Mr. Lukewarm, but he

usually signed himself Mr. Judgment; and

thus he addressed them.

Mr. L. Young men, I perceive by yout
habit that you are pilgrims, and it gives me
heartfelt pleasure to see so many persons, at the

present time, travelling towards the Celestial

City. I conjecture, that you are strangers to

this stage of your journey, and unacquainted
with the present sentiments of the inhabitants

of the plain ;
I will therefore, with your permis-

sion, give you information and directions, where-
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by you may avoid the giving of unnecessary

oifence, which otherwise you might probably

do, without intending it.

Theo. You will very much oblige us by so

doing; for we had conceived, and indeed have

been assured by the friendly shepherds from

whom we lately parted, that the inhabitants of

this place still retain the same inveterate enmity
to spiritual persons, which they displayed so de-

cidedly in former times.

Mr. L. Persons who live out of the world

cannot be judges of its present state; and it too

frequently happens, that they acquire by seclu-

sion morose and austere sentiments concerning
others. Let me assure you, that the inhabitants

of this part of the plain have long since openly
renounced the service of Beelzebub, and re-

turned to their allegiance to the King of the

Celestial City. Treat them therefore no longer
as enemies, lest you become like a certain

!knight-errant, who mistook windmills for cas-

tles, and every horseman he met for an armed

warrior and opponent. This will be the way
indeed to bring yourself into inextricable trou-

ble; for I assure you these persons have ability

to injure you, if you imprudently insult them;
and they have it likewise in their power to con-

fer both riches and honours upon you. How
thankful ought you to be, that so large a pro-

portion of this people are your friends, and

themselves candidates for the inheritance of the

Celestial City.
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Theo. You give us great pleasure to hear

such good ticliugs. Your account of the place

has removed the fears which we were heginning
to entertain, lest we should be treated as Chris-

tian and Faithful of old. It is very pleasant to

think that we may pass through this city with

comfort and credit. We shall feel highly obli-

ged to you to become our guide.

Mr. L. For this purpose am I come out to

meet you, being appointed by your King as a

guide to pilgrims; and if you will follow my
directions, you shall escape all those inconveni-

ences and persecutions, which in bad times the

pilgrims unavoidably incurred, and which they
who have more zeal than knowledge now bring

upon themselves. Do not take my word for it,

but consult the book of your Prince; is it not

there written, Tf'ho is he that xvill harm you, if

ye be followers of that which is good?

They now arrived at the gate of the city,

where stood the centinels, Fear-of-man, and

Love- the- world ;
at the sight of whom Theo-

philus and Philadelphus were much agitated:

but Mr. Lukewarm called aloud to them. Here

are none but friends to your King and your

country; so they let them pass unmolested.

Now they had no sooner entered the city than

Mr. Lukewarm pointed out to them the edifices

erected in honour of their King, great and

splended buildings ; and assured them that all the

inhabitants of that part of the city, through
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which they should pass, served only the Celes-

tial King. Then did they presently come into the

market-place of the great city, where they be-

held every kind ofvanity exposed to sale; riches,

honours, sumptuous houses, furniture, musical-

instruments, light and vain songs, cards, dice,

garments of purple and embroidery : moreover, in

the midst of the market-place an image of the

idol Fashion was set up. But what was their as-

tonishment, when they beheld Mr. Lukewarm of-

fer incense to the idol, and direct them to follow

his example! Theophilus was preparing to con-

sult his book, when Mr. Lukewarm thrust it

back into his pocket, and whispered him. Good

young man, this is not the time and place to

profit these persons ;
I love you for your honest

zeal, but you must not cast pearls before swine.

If you wish in the end to benefit them, join in

their innocent pleasures, and you will soon have

a favourable opportunity to moderate that which

is only evil in the excess. It is not the use, but

the abuse of these things which is really culpable.

Mr. Lukewarm had scarcely uttered these words,

when who should come up to him, but Sir

Worldly- conformity himself, the master of the

ceremonies? This gentleman, having taken him

aside for a short time, returned, and taking Phi-

ladelphus by the hand, I am rejoiced, my dear

child, he said, once more to see you. You are

near of kin to me; and I intend shortly to make

my will, and set you up in the world. Come di-
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rectly with me to my house, and all that I have

is yours. O how I rejoice to recover my long
lost child ! and with that, clasping him in his

arms, he hurried him into a splended coach, and

drove off; leaving poor Theophilus alone with

Mr. Lukewarm. Theophilus was so overpow-
ered and agitated by the loss of his companion,

that, ignorant what he was doing or thinking,
and in the fondness of delusion to do his King
service, he offered incense to the idol Fashion,

Mr. Lukewarm applauded, and assured him that

he was now in the way to obviate all prejudices

against his profession, and to become a most

useful servant to the King; to which he added,

Only wait for an opportunity of gradually con-

ciliating to the King, those who abuse these his

excellent gifts.

I Then I saw, in my dream, that all the wor-

shippers of Fashion formed themselves together
in a long procession, and proceeded to another

part of the city, where was held a fair of spi-

ritual merchandise. In the midst of the square
was erected an image of the idol Natural Liber-

ty. And an herald proclaimed. Be ready at what

time ye hear the sound of the cornet, lute, harp,

sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of music,

to fall down and worship the image of Na-
tural Liberty : but if ye worship not, ye shall

be condemned as enemies to Common-sense,

Reason, Morality, and the commandments of

the Celestial King, our rightful Lord and Sove-
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reign ; your name shall be cast out as vile, and

you shall be shunned as deceivers of the people.

Now I saw the multitude approach the idol,

and each pluck a branch from a large and ancient

tree which stood over it, which was called the

Tree of Liberty. They did also eat of the fruit

of the tree—but no sooner had they tasted it,

than the eyes of some were blinded; of others,

the hands or feet became paralytic ;
and a strange

vertigo and intoxication seized their heads : in-

somuch that becoming light-headed, they fan-

cied themselves possessed with new powers in

those members, of the use of which they had

been deprived. It was a strange sight to be-

hold the blind exclaiming, JVe see ; the lame,

We xvalk; the deaf, IVe hear; and all of them

looking round with contempt upon those who
still retained the use of their limbs and faculties.

Theophilus approached the image, hurried on

by the throng, and I beheld Mr. Lukewarm

pluck a branch from the tree, which had on it

an apple inscribed. Natural liberty thefounda-
tion of moral distinctions, and of rxxvards and

punishments. And now had poor Theophilus
been tempted to eat of this forbidden fruit, but

that, to my inexpressible joy, I beheld one

forcing his way through the crowd, who, with

an angry look, drew him back from the place

where he stood, and cried aloud. What doest

thou here, Theophilus? To which question

Theophilus knew not what to answer; where-
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fore at present he stood speechless before him.

Then spake the venerable man, Art not thou the

young man that I directed to escape for thy
life ? i

Theo. Yes, dear Sir, I am the man.

Evangelist. How is it then that thou art

so quickly turned aside from the King's high-

way? ,

Theo. I met with this gentleman, Mr.

Judgment, who directed me this way through
the City of Vanity.

Evan. He is a blind leader of the blind,

a carnal counsellor. It is well for thee, that
I \

thou hast not eaten of that fruit: else might-
est thou have been for ever enchanted in the

folds of that deadly serpent which is the ge-
nius of that tree; and so never have felt thy

chains, nor have sought delivery from them,

till thou hadst awaked fast bound in misery
and iron, where their tvorm dieth not, and their

fire is not quenched.

Theophilus knew the voice of the true shep-

herd, and once more, with exceeding joy, placed

himself under his guidance. In the mean time,

the worshippers of Natural Liberty gathered

round the prophet with extreme indignation,

shouting aloud. Great is Natural Liberty, the

genius of the Laodiceans, the mother of Virtue

and Morality. In vain did Evangelist beckon to

them to hear him speak: with one accord they

shouted, No liberty, No virtue, No liberty in
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man, No justice in God. Then did they proceed
to cast dirt and filth upon the prophet : but he ne-

vertheless stood his ground, and beckoned that

he would speak, until the baser sort among them,

stopping their ears, departed to their own place;

bearing in triumph the boughs which they had

plucked from the Tree of Liberty, and shouting

again and again. Liberty, Reason, Common-

sense, for ever 1 Away with mystics and enthu-

siasts !

Now when the mass of the people had de-

parted, the remainder, excited by curiosity, pro-

posed to hear what Evangelist would say; and

he addressed them to the following effect. Men
and brethren, in the beginning, when your

Sovereign Lord the King allotted to you this

your habitation, he set your first parents in a

beautiful garden, abounding with every inno-

cent delight and pleasure, the image of his love

towards you, and of your primitive innocence.

Therein he planted the Tree of Life, and bade

them eat thereof, and live. O, had they had

faith in the Father of all mercies, and sought
the end of their existence where he taught them

to seek it, they would then have attained to the

life of God in the soul of man; even that spirit-

ual life, which quickeneth the whole course of

sanctified nature in divine holiness, harmony,
and bliss. They would indeed have lived, yet
not they^ but God would have lived in them.

Had they had faith in the Eternal Wisdom and
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Goodness, and firmly believed, that He who
formed them and blessed them, knew best their

nature and its sovereign good, they should ne-

ver have known evil, nor pain ; but should for

ever have had that eternal life xvhich was with

the Father, and was manifested in the Son, Alas \

they had not faith in their Father and best

friend ! They were tempted by him, whom you

ignorantly worship, to prefer the fruits of this

Tree of Liberty, and to make experiment for

themselves of good and evil. They perceived

not, that, losing faith and the Tree of Life,

they had lost all liberty and power to rise to

goodness and happiness, retaining only liberty

to fall from sin to sin, from misery to helL

Thorns and thistles became now the natural

produce of earth. O, how many devices have

you, their children, tried, in order to discover

the sovereign good and end of your existence !

and O, how vain have been all your attempts !

The more you promise yourselves liberty, the

more you prove yourselves to be the slaves of

corruption^ and the further departed from origi-

nal righteousness and happiness. O that you

may at length learn, when you have exhausted

all the experiments of carnal wisdom, and drunk

the cup of bitterness to the dregs, that He, who
formed you from the dust, and ordained the end

of your existence, knew best to direct you to

the attainment of your sovereign good. May
the anguish of your hearts bring you at last to
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a feeling that it is not of him that willeth, or of
him that runneth^ hut of God, For behold, /

bring you glad tidings of greatjoy; He, who in

the beginning removed from you the Tree of

Life, hath once more planted it in your soil, with

the pure river of the water of life^ clear as crys-

tal, proceeding out of the throne of God and

of the Lamb ; and on either side of the river

is there the Tree of Life, which beareth twelve

manner of fruits, and yieldeth her fruits every

month, and the leaves of the tree are for the

healing of the natio7is. And there shall he no

more curse and condemnation to you ; if, re-

nouncing this Tree of Natural Liberty, you will

now repent, and believe in Him, without whom

you can neither see, nor hear, nor understand,

nor seek the life of true liberty. But, if the

Son make you free, then shall you be free indeed.

While Evangelist spake these words, and

called upon the God of truth to seal the word of

truth, I saw the scales fall from the eyes of some

who were blind, the feet of some who were lame

revive, and the withered hands recover life.

Then I beheld a small remnant of his hearers

humbly entreat Evangelist to lead them to the

Tree of Life. Hereupon / heard a voice from
heaven, as it had been the voice of mighty thun-

der, speaking, I Jesus have sent mine angel to

testify unto you these things in the churches, L
am the root and the offspring of David, and the

bright and morning star. And the Spirit and
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the Bride say^ Come, And let him that is a-^

thirst come; and xvhosoever will, let him take

of the water of life freely. At this instant, a

bright star appeared in the East, and Evange-

list, taking Theophilus by the hand, invited all

who were present to follow him to the Tree of

Life, and to take of the water of lifefreely. So

the company of believers followed him ; and he

led them to where the star appeared. Then did

they pass through several retired streets in the

city, where sojourned, in zvliite but humble ha-

bitations, without parade or ostentation, the

faithful servants of the King. Before their

houses were fair and fruitful trees, overshadow-

ing a little stream, clear as crystal; by the side

of which they ascended a mountain which stood

in the midst of the city. On this mountain stood

a venerable edifice, dedicated to the King of the

Celestial City; and hard by flourished that

beautiful and glorious tree, the Tree of the Life

of God in the soul of man, the Tree of the Ful-

ness of Grace, the Tree of Evangelical Liber-

ty. Under the shade of this delightful tree,

by the side of the Water of Life, was there a

throne, and he that sat upon it was called the

Defender of the Faith. He was a venerable old

man, now sinking under the weight of years and

infirmities. A cloud rested upon his dim eyes,

which were lifted up in humble resignation
to the throne of glory. His countenance was

deeply furrowed with sorrow; yet, ever and
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anon, he would stretch out his arms over the

city, and cry out, / stand for the defence of the

Gospel. My little children^ lorn one another.

In his hand he held a candlestick with a light
that seemed about to expire, which, with all

his remaining powers he grasped, and preserved
from falling. On the right, he was supported

by a counsellor who held the book of life in his

hand, lifting it up in the sight of all kindreds,

tongues, nations, and peoples. On his left hand,
another counsellor was testifying christian prin-

ciples the only basis of christian virtues ; de-

Iwerance to the captives, and liberty to them that

are bruised.

Then spake Evangelist to them that accom-

panied him, Ej:cept the Lord of Sabbaoth had

left us a seed, xve had been as Sodoma, and been

made like unto Gomorrah, Blessed be the Lord

God of Israel, that the hands of our Moses are

not yet fallen to the ground, but his enemies

still tremble at the uplifting of yonder banner

of the cross—that one still sitteth upon our

throne, who loveth thy laxv, and meditateth there*

in day and flight. Thou through thy command-

ments hast made him wiser than his enemies; he

hath more understanding than all his teachers:

for thy testimonies are his study. All ye who
love liberty, draw near and behold the Tree of

Life, and the waters of the River of Free-grace;
and judge now between the children of Natural

Liberty, and the children of (J race. Bless the
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Lord God of heaven, who still upholdeth in the

hand of his servant, the burning and shining

light ; and, while you ha^ve the lights walk as

children of the light ; lest your candlestick be

speedily removed out of its place. Behold, saith

your Judge, I come quickly, hold that fast xvhich

thou hast, that no man take thy crown.

Having spoken these words, he led them to

the fountain of the water of life, the river of pure

grace, which proceedeth from the Father and

the Son, and bade them drink of it freely, and

thirst no more. This stream, said he, floweth

from the side of him who was pierced with a

spear; and he who hath well drunk of it, will

know the full meaning of those words, I live,

yet not I, but Christ liveth in me. Ho ! every one

that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that

hath no money; come ye, buy and eat, yea come, buy
wine and milk xvithout money, and zvithout price.

Then I heard a voice from the sanctuary of the

house of God, which stood hard by; Because

thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods,

and have need of nothing; and knozvest not that

thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and

blind, and naked: I counsel thee to buy oj me

gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich;

and xvhite raiment, that thou mayest be clothed,

and that the shame of thy nakedness do not appear;
and anoint thine eyes with eye-salve, that thou

mayest see. Behold, I stand at the door, and knock :

if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I



V
136 THE PILGRIMAGE

will come in to him, and zvill sup with him, and he

zmth me.

At the sound of this awful voice, the congre-

gation trembled; but the prophet once more

admonished them—Men and brethren, I marvel

not that ye tremble at this voice. It is the last

warning to the church of the Gentiles: Ephesus

is no more, Smyrna is no more, Pergamos is no

more, Thyatira is no more, Sardis is no more,

Philadelphia is no more—Laodicea, your candle-

stick alone remaineth! He that hath an ear to

hear, let hitn hear. That which I delared unto

you, how that you are very far fallen from the

simplicity of the gospel, the thunder of the Lord

God hath in this mighty voice manifestly pro-,

nounced. If you can receive it, the gold
which he counselleth you to buy of Him, is that

foundation of gold, the Lord Jesus Christ,

which you have hitherto rejected; and in its

place, have substituted the doctrine of Natural

Liberty. The white raiment which he of-

fereth freely unto you, is the righteousness of

Jesus Christ. He is willing to take your rags

in exchange for the garment of immaculate

righteousness and immortality. The eye-salve

which he is willing to bestow upon you, is

that light and unction of the Holy Ghost,

which no man can receive, who sayeth within

himself, / see. Brethren, if you will not now re-

pent, and ascribe the kingdom, the power, and

the glory, unfeignedly and unreservedly, to the
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Sovereign Lord of grace and glory, he hath said,

and he will make it good, Behold, your house

is left unto you desolate; and verily I say unto yoUy

ye shall not see me until the time, zvhen ye shall

say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the

Lord.

Then did the prophet conduct his followers

to the Tree of Life, and interpreted unto them
the mysterious inscription which was engraved

upon it—As the Father hath life in himself, so

hath he gwen to the Son to have life in himself
The Tree of Life is He, whose body is meat in^

deed, and whose blood is drink ifideed. So they all

drank of the pure stream, and did eat of the fruit

of the Tree of Life; after which, the prophet

gave them his blessing.

Blessed is the man, whom devilish pride

Shall never turn from grace aside;

Who with a single eye believes,

And every good by faith receives;

At once attains eternal rest,

Of truth, and good, and bliss, possessed.

Unmov'd by pride, he keeps his place,

And sees the dues of all his race;

As for himself, for others feels.

And equal love impartial deals.
]

To God his grand relation knows.

For boundless love, love boundless shews,

His sovereign good, in love, attains,

And blessing, still new blessing gains.

But sons of Liberty shall never know.

From grace alone what blessings flow;

The truth, the good, the bliss, possess'd

By those who in God's wisdom rest.

T
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Now I saw, in my dream, that the inhabi-

tants of the City of Vanity, who had hearkened

to the exhortation of Evangehst, departed, no

longer to make vows and resolutions in their own

strength, but to search the Book of Life, to

know the will of their King, and to pray inces-

santly for grace to understand it rightly, and

to perform it faithfully. Blessed be that sun-

shine of grace which had extinguished the can-

dle of self-sufficiency, in order to shed upon
them that walked in darkness the light which

shall not be taken from them.

Now when Theophilus was left alone with

Evangelist, his faithful guide reproved him once

more for having quitted the King's high-road,

and set before him the extreme danger in which

he had stood. Then taking him again by the

hand, he bade him beware not to look again upon

Vanity. My son, said he, I feel pity for your late

error. It is indeed hard for the most experien-

ced pilgrims to hold their cup even, in this dan-

gerous place. It is hard to know the wicked-

ness of the world; it is still harder to disengage
ourselves from its entanglements; and it is still

more difficult after that, not to run into a con-

trary extreme. But all things are possible to the

man of God, who looketh up with a single eye
to the Author and Finisher of his faith.

Theo. When I quitted the King's high-

road, according to the suggestion of Mr. Luke-

warm, (for this, I now understand, to be his true
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name,) I hoped to influence this people for their

good.
Evan. Dear child, thou art but one against

a thousand; a youth against veterans; one of

no estimation against men of authority and

weight ; drawn thyself at present to the world

in an infinite degree beyond what thou now

suspectest;
—

they will influence thee^ thou wilt

not influence them, I perceive that thou hast

been led away through ignorance of the world,

and of thyself*

Theo. I acknowledge my fault, and cry
aloud for mercy.

Evan. Peace be unto thee, in the name of

the Prince of peace. Hereafter, when thou art

confirmed in gracious habits, and hast establish-

ed a respect to thy own stability, thou mayest

hope to have an influence among men. Our

great Master could associate indiscriminately

with men, and command attention and reve-

rence ;
because he could not be tempted to sin.

But he that was greatest among the children of^

flesh and blood, kept himself holy and undefiled,

because he kept Yiim^tVi sepay^atefrom sinners ;

and not only prayed not to he led into temptati-

on, but himself shunned it also; so was zvisdom

justijied of both her children. Pure religion and

undejiled before God and the Father is this. To

H^isit the fatherless and widows in their affliction,

and to keep himself unspotted from the world,

Alas! how many, even of the servants of the
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King, are now entangled with the snares of the

world ! Elegant and learned company, sumptu-
ous apparel and furniture, splendid mansions

and amusements, ensnare them ; while they for-

get the commandment, Loxje not the world, nei-

ther the things that are in the world : if any man

love the worlds the love of the Father is not in him.

For all that is in the xvorld, the lust of the flesh,

and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life,
is 7iot

of the Father, hut is of the world.

Theo. I now recollect, that I promised to

renounce the world when I was devoted to his

service; but till the present moment I did not

understand fully the extent and difficulty of

this obligation.

Evan. I am not sure that thou yet under-

standest the extent of the world of iniquity;

for who can fully comprehend the course of this

worldy how it is managed by the prince of the

power of the air! I would have thee at present

hold sweet communion with thy God in retire-

ment, and pray for wisdom from above to con-

vince thee of the corruption that is in the world,

through lust. Possessed of that peace, which

the world cannot give, nor take away, thou wilt

become independant of the smiles and frowns

of mortals, and be rendered able to pass unmoved

through good report and evil report. But woe

be unto thee, if, mistrusting the Comforter and

Shepherd of Israel, thou lookest to the world

for consolation and provision. Thou shalt
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then soon find thyself fallen into a snare, and

pierced through with many sorroxvs ; yea, entan-

gled in such a net of misery, slavery, and temp-

tation, that thou shalt wish thou hadst never

been born. O learn to love retirement and so-

litude, the secret walk with God, and commu-r

nion with the God of all consolation; so shalt

thou be complete in the full provision for this

life, as well as for that which is to come, sealed

and secured to thee in the covenant of grace.

Hast thou not a covenant which secures to thee

all that thou canst desire? VVhat wouldst thou

have more, that thou shouldst render thyself

dependant upon the creature? Blessed is he who
understandeth the security and fulness of the

everlasting covenant, and rests in the supera-

bundance of blessedness. He is so much above

this world, that the hopes and fears which are

the anxiety of other persons, excite in him but

a smile. His comforts are out of the reach of

the creature. By dependance upon the Crea-

tor, he becomes independant of the creature.

He takes the lowest station in the sight of men;

but, before God, he sees the world at his feet :

he studies it; he weighs it; he spurns the mam-
mon of unrighteousness. It Is with his conver-

sation as with the rays of the solar orb. Though
we enjoy his conversation and light here below,

nevertheless his soul^is in heaven: his mind is

like the state of the world above the moon,
ever serene. Instead of cumbering his thoughts
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about many things, he takes up his rest in the

faithfulness of his God. It is not for flesh and

blood to attain this elevation, but through Him
who hath pronounced, Without me ye can do

nothing. This perfection is nothing less than

union with God our Saviour
;
and the progress

thereunto is from utter darkness to infinite

light. Every corruption, every lust, every va-

nity, retards this progress ; for to a heart divi-

ded between heaven and earth. He who is unity

and undivided love can never be united : My
son, give unto Him thy whole heart.

Thus did Evangelist and Theophilus con-

verse as they passed through the city, till at

length they arrived at: a poor and wretched part

of the town, where was a cross set up with an

inscription, Jesus of Nazareth; and hard by the

cross, a stable, in which a small cradle was set.

"While Theophilus stood considering the memo-

rial before him, My son, said Evangelist, hast

thou not been assured that the first shall be last^

and the last first ? When the Son of the Most

High descended from his throne, as he set his

foot upon the earth, he inverted as in a moment

the whole course of this world. He took the

lowest place ;
and the lowest place, by his pre-

sence, was exalted above all places. From that

moment, all that is esteemed in the zvorld, sunk

into baseness ;
and all that is despised in the world,

rose into glory. Insomuch that he, who would

now be gteat among the children of men, must
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become the servant of all; or inevitably be trod-

den under foot, as the mire of the street, in the

day of the exaltation of the lowly and meek.

He hath said, and he will make good his word,

Whoso exalteth himself shall be abased. I will

wipe Jerusalem, as a man zvipeth a dish, wiping it

and turning it upside down, O thou, the King of

Glory, Lord of heaven and earth, didst thou

choose the manger in thy nativity, the work of

a carpenter for thy occupation, the open air for

thy chamber, and the turf for thy pillow?
Didst thou minister unto thy creatures as a ser-

vant, and stoop to wash the feet of transgres-

sors? Wast thou spit upon, insulted, and cruci-

fied with malefactors; and do the lust of the

eyes, and the pride of life, and the fashion of

this world, still obtain regard and estimation

with those who name the name of Jesus? Veri-

ly, the hour is at hand, when thou wilt trample
down the mountains, and exalt the valleys, and

bring to nought the swellings of pride. The
rich man shall cast away his superfluities, and

the ostentatious man his vanities; and the king-
dom of charity, and the communion of fellow-

feeling, and brotherly-love, shall reign trium-

phant upon earth. Violence shall no more be

heard in thy land, wasting nor destruction within

thy borders; but thou shall call thy walls Salva^

tion, and thy gates Praise.—Even so, come, Lord

Jesus.

Thus conversing together, they passed



U4 THE PILGRIMAGE

through the city, until they arrived at the house

of Gaius^ the host of Pilgrims, who dwelt at a

small distance from the city. To his house

Evangehst conducted Theophilus, that he might
receive refreshment and lodging for the night.
But before Theophilus parted with Evangelist,
he entreated him to search for his dear brother

Philadelphus, and related to him the manner in

which they had been separated. Then did Evan-

gehst give him his blessing, and bade him be-

ware of spiritual pride, and ever bear in mind,
now that he had so far escaped the corruption
which is in the world, that he himself also had

sometime been foolish, disobedient, deceived^ serv-

ing divers lusts and pleasures, and that grace
alone had made the difference between him and

them that perish.

Now I saw, in my dream, that, scarcely had

Evangelist brought forth the young man from

the City of Vanity, and conducted him to the

habitation of the friend of pilgrims, than behold,

suddenly the heavens became black and lower-

ing, and red fiery clouds, piled one upon ano-

ther, and swelling with a fluctuating and agita-

ted surface, were rolled rapidly forwards by the

four winds of heaven, and met directly over the

city. Theophilus blessed the heavenly King for

his safety, and trembled as he beheld the con-

flicting elements ; and still more, when he heard

portentous voices in the air, and loud thunder-

ings, and saw the incessant flashes of fire, and
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thunderbolts discharged from the clouds. At
the same time the earth was shaken, as it seem-

ed, to its foundations; and great and destructive

hail was dashed upon the earth.

My son, said Gains, if this sight terrify

thee, let it also remind thee, how that the whole

xoorld shall thus pass azvay, and he that doeth the

will thereof. The righteous Lord shall pour down

upon the men of this xvorld, snares, fire and brim-

stone^ storm and tempest; this shall he their por-
tion to drink. For lo, the Lord cometh out of his

place, to visit the zvickedness of such as dzvell upon
the earth ! But who may abide the day of his

coming ? J^ho shall be able to endure zvhen he

appeareth ? His fan is in his hand, and he will

thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat

into the barn; but he will burn the chaff with

unquenchablefire,
O Theophilus, I pray that thou mayest be

preserved from the mountain of condemnation,
which burneth zvithfire, and is covered with black-

ness, and darkness, and tempest; and that, by a

simple reliance upon the righteousness of God,
thou mayest come unto Mount Sion, the City of the

. Living God, the Heavenly Jerusalem,; and receiv-

ing a kingdom zvhich cannot be moved, mayest
have grace, whereby to serve God acceptably zvith

rexierence and godly fear. For our God is a con-

suming fire. O Theophilus, zvhat manner of per-
sons ought we to be in all holy conversation and

godliness, looking for and hasting unto the coming
V
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ofthe day ofGody wherein the hewoem being onfire
shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with

fervent heat.

Thus did Gaius discourse with Theophilus,

before he retired to rest ; while the loud thunder-

ings and tempest ceased not during the whole

night. Theophilus rejoiced in his present safe-

ty, but rejoiced with trembling, and sighed when

he called to mind the danger of his dear friend

and companion.
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CHAP. XI

THE morning at length arrived; but before

Theophilus proceeded on his journey, his

friendly host would conduct him to a spot of

ground, where he might witness the manner in

which pilgrims were beguiled, circumvented,
and spoiled by the ruler of this world. So he"

shewed him a pilgrim, who had fallen into the .

temptation and the snare, and had erredfrom the

faith.

Now, as the unhappy man was fallen asleep

in carnal security, behold, the unseen disposers

of the course of this world drew near, and began
to weave the snare of worldly connections and

fascinations. They riveted him to the earth

with sundry subtle and interwoven threads,

which his eye did not discern. In the mean
time they fanned him with the fan of prospe-

rity, lest he should awake, and call upon the

Breaker of spells
—Having completely entangled

the poor man, they left him; and I saw that he

presently awaked, and attempted to rise and
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proceed on his journey. But now he was not

able to stir one of his limbs, nor yet to discover

the subtle chain by which he was confined to

the earth. So, after a few vain and ineffectual

struggles, he fell asleep once more.

Then said Gains to Theophilus, These are the

snares, my son, from which the Redeemer has

extricated thee, if so be that thou look not back,

and become a pillar of salt. This man is De-

mas, once a pilgrim fair for the Celestial City,

but now, one who hath a name that he Ivceth hut

is dead. So perish all they, that xvould be rich,

that would be amused, that would be esteemed

among men, that would shun the Cross of the

Lord Jesus. Blessed is he who trusteth altoge-

ther to the Covenant of his God for all needful

things. For the love of money is the root of all

evil: zvhich while some coveted after they have

erred from the faith, and pierced themselves

through xoith many sorroxvs. But thou, O man

of God, fee these things : andfollow after righte-

ousness, godliness, Jaith, love, patience, meekness.

Now I saw that, after a short time, the mise-

rable man was seized by the extreme torments

of death. The poisonous web in which he was

entangled had penetrated like a cancer to his

vitals, and his whole body was turned black to

the sight, and offensive to the smell; and he

presently expired in inexpressible agonies.

Then said Gaius, My son, the Avisdom of

youth is to use the experience of age. Learn
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tliou from the experience of the aged, that e^vil

communications infallibly corrupt good manners.

In like manner, that lukewarm society de-

stroys zeal, and mixed society teaches to con-

found good and evil. Such as is thy friend,

such wilt thou thyself be. Remember Demas.

Theophilus having thanked the friendly Gai-

us, and promised to treasure up his counsel,

proceeded on his journey, and travelled till

towards evening he ascended the hill which was

in his way to the Celestial City, from which he

once more beheld the Delectable Mountains be-

fore him. Here he paused for a short time to

rest himself, and recollect with penitential sor-

row his late transgression, in following the guid-
ance and counsel of Mr. Lukewarm, by which

he had lost his beloved Philadelphus. Then fix-

ing his eyes, for the last time, upon the plain

through which he had journeyed, he thus ex-

pressed the emotions of his heart—
When sets the glimmering orb of day,
How sweet our progress to survey,
To sec that nearer now we stand

To the glorious heavenly land.

Distinct, and more distinct, and clear,

Canaan's purple hills appear,

And Sion's everlasting light

More conspicuous meets the sight;

Sweeter than the fading view,

To which I bid the last adieu,

And leave the darkling world behind,

While nobler prospects fill my mind.
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Rapt no more on memory's wing,
Scenes of ancient days I sing,

Like music dying on the ear.

Like the last words of parents dear.

Farewell, sweet thoughts of distant days,
When twilight shed her pallid rays;
No more yon hazy views delight.

Far fairer scenes appear in sight.

Memory reluctant turns her eyes
From where the mausoleums rise.

Where Theban grandeur lives in song,

And ancient wisdom flourish'd long.

Memory my soul would still invite,

To keep the Argo yet in sight.

See Jason steer his silent way,
And all the hosts of heaven survey.

Or rapt to Ida's towering height.

Place the Ilian domes in sight,

Sec fam'd Pelides hurl his spear,

And Priam's praise of Helen hear.

Or place me in the solemn grove.

By Wisdom's sons beguil'd to rove,

Or rapt to Druid's midnight haunt.

Of high, divine communion vaunt.

Or glens which Roman sages chose.

Where the Apennines arose,

And held high converse, far retir'd.

By sons of science yet admir'd.

To scenes like these vain memory calls.

Away from Salem's glistening walls,

Faith spreads a fairer, brighter view,

To earthly scenes I bid adieu.
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Distinct, and more distinct, and clear,

Canaan's purple hills appear,

And Sion's everlasting light

Bursts all glorious on my sight.

Now I saw, in my dream, that Theophilus

pursued his journey till he came to the River of

God, the River of the Water of Life; where he

quenched his thirst, and ate of the delightful

fruits which grew upon its banks. Here his

sorrows were soothed, and melted, and a sweet

peace suffused over his mind. It was, indeed,

a delicious valley, secluded by beautiful little

hills, which rose on either side of the stream,

along which his path lay. These hills were

covered with shady groves, among which ap-

peared the white cottages of shepherds, with

sweet lawns before them, and sheep feeding up-
on the tender grass. Between the little hills

descended rivulets with delightful waterfalls,

overshadowed with ancient trees. At the foot

of these little hills were spread fertile meadows,
and the clear waters of the river were adorned

with rushes, and white swans taking their pas-

time among the reeds. All care and sorrow

were hushed in this beautiful retreat of calmness

and peace; and it seemed, as it were, an earnest

to Theophilus of the heavenly rest. Now as

he was enjoying this serenity, and contrasting
the delights of retirement and divine commu-

nion, with the noisy, empty, and unprofitable



!52 THE PILGRIMAGE

scenes which he had so lately quitted, and re-

flecting how human converse degenerates amidst

wordly dissipation, and is invariably, in all its

scenes, exercised in trifles and vanities; he was

overtaken by cne in the garb of a pilgrim, who

thus addressed him. Young man, I am truly

rejoiced to meet with a person of your age, fa-

voured with so extraordinary a measure of grace,

as to forsake the City of Abominations, and en-

counter the hardships of pilgrimage.

I am glad, replied Theophilus, that my way
meets with your approbation, and I assure you
that I do not regret my removal from scenes of

Vanity. For what is there in the haunts of

dissipation to be compared with the calm de-

light which this sequestered vale inspires ?

Nothing indeed, replied the stranger; bitter

experience has convinced me, that tbe inhabi-

tants of the plain, one and all, are equally objects

of contempt. Indeed you are singularly happy
in having escaped the contraction of worldly
and sensual habits, by an early departure from

the place. It is too true that they, who at my
time of hfe become pilgrims, have all up-hill

work during their pilgrimage. But your way
will be smooth, your sky will be bright, and

your course will be without labour. Your diffi-

culties are all now at an end, and you need no

longer doubt nor fear, lest you come short of the

prize of the high calling which is before you.

Scarcely had the stranger spoken these
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words, than they arrived at the spot where the

way parts. A rough and steep track lay before

them; but on the left there was a smooth and

inviting path, following the course of the river.

Theophilus enquired of his companion, w^hich

road he should take. I am glad, replied the

stranger, that I happened to overtake you be-

fore you arrived at this place; as I am well ac-

quainted with the road. Your path still follows

the course of this delightful river. Follow the

track, in which I now place you, and you will

speedily arrive at the dwelling-place of one

Full-assurance, who will both make you welcome,
and give you a passport which will free you
from all molestation and trouble in your way to

the Celestial City, and moreover insure your
admittance there. Farewell, thou highly privi-

leged child of God.

Now I saw that Theophilus quitted the

King's high-road, and passed over the stile,

exulting in the expectation of speedily reaching
the dwelling-place of Full-assurance. But pre-

sently the sun, which had shed its last purple

rays upon the beautiful vale, sunk behind the

rising forests, and a thick mist overspread the

path of Theophilus. So he hastened his pace,

that he might gain the expected mansion as spee-

dily as possible. But I beheld, that, every mo-

ment, the sky became more black and lowering,
and the fogs more thick and gloomy. On a

sudden, a horror seized the mind of Theophilus,
X
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a horror of deep solitude, and of wandering in,

an unknown region, and of perils from the pow-
ers of darkness. Yet did he proceed, penetrat-

ing still further the thick mist of gloom, which

the light of heaven never dissipates, nor enhght-
ens. But vain were his looks for the cheerful

light of the habitation of friends. No light, near

or distant, was to be seen; nor vi^as any sound to

be heard, but that ofthe sudden blast which swept

along the valley, and shook the leafless elm and

ash, while the bird of solitude uttered its dole-

ful shrieks. Yet still did he proceed over the

waste, hour after hour, expecting the dawn of

the morning light. But no ray from the heaven

above ever penetrated this horrible gloom. No

power of the fire could give him light, neither

could the brightflame oj the stars endure to light

that horrible night, zvhich is an image of that

darkness which shall afterward receive them who

in this present life forsake 'd light.

Thus did he advance, drav n on, as it were,

by an invisible power, feeling '^^ sensations of

an exile from the Eternal Pro\ idence, and ago-
nized with horror, till, having descended by a

steep path, he heard a massy portal close tre-

mendously behind him; and he found himself
'

in a deep dungeon, which was hewn in the side

of a mountain. It was in vain that he sought
. again the entrance of the cavern; and it was to

no purpose that he cried aloud for assistance :

his cries were answered only by deep groans from
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the extremity of the pit. Overcome at length
with terror and despondency, he cast himself up-
on the ground ; and there remained in a dreadful

agony, till, after a long time, the massy por-
tal once more moved on its hinges, and a gi-

gantic figure approached, holding an expiring

taper, and bending over him. TheopLilus
fainted at the terrible sight; but when he re-

covered his senses, he saw the fiend still stoop-

ing down and surveying him, and heard him

utter the following terrific words; Here, wretch,

shalt thou remain, fast bound in misery and iron;

inasmuch as thou hast now sinned past redemp-
tion. In the pride of thy heart thou hast for-

saken the King's high-road, and thou art deli-

vered over to my charge, to the certain fearful

looking for offiery indignation^ which shall de-

>vour the ungodly. Thou hast now made it mani-

fest, that thy naine is not written in the Book of

Life, If thou wilt be advised by me, the more

speedily thou makest an end of thyself, the bet-

ter it will be for thee. Hast thou not heard the

groans of thy companions, who lie in this pit,

zvithout God and without hope? Happy would

they be, were they to lay hands upon themselves,

and place themselves out of their present misery.
But if thou wilt not be persuaded to adopt this

wise measure, dream not that there is any redemp-
tion and glory for reprobates like thyself: for

thou hast not the faith of God's elect; nor dost

thou certainly know that there is any truth in the
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report, that there is a Celestial City beyond the

river. Few indeed give credit to the tale,

no man alive has beheld the place ;
and how

contradictory are the opinions of those, who

pretend to give an account of it, and of the way
to it! Nay is it not confessed, that the most

wise, learned, and best informed, doubt, if they

do not absolutely disbeheve the existence of a

Celestial City, and cannot in the exercise of all

their powers discover the way to it? Yea, they
become every day more and more convinced,

that all that is said about the way, is full of

contradictions and absurdities. Surely thou

hadst done better, and it is not now too late to

be wise, if thou hadst not sacrificed things certain

to uncertainties, yea, to expectations which it is

certain thou shale never realize ; however it may
be with those, whom thou regardest as appointed
to eternal life. And now, to convince thee

that I am a friend, and not an enemy, I promise

forthwith, if thou wilt henceforwards walk
b}'^

sight and not by vision, to give thee a cup of

pleasure, which shall drown all thy troubles, as

an earnest of greater things which I will do for

thee. For I purpose to bestow upon thee my
daughter Intemperance herself, who will soon

laugh thee out of thy melancholy humours;

yea, and I will advance thee to great honour

among my friends, as soon as they are tho-

roughly convinced that thou hast recovered the

use of thy reason and sound judgment.
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The fiend, having thus counselled Theoplii-

lus, lefc with him a portion of the bread and

water of affliction ;
and told him that he should

return by and by, to know his determination.

So he departed, and light departed with him;
and Theoplrilus was left to the company of

frogs and bats which inhabited the cavern, and

to hear the groans of the dying.
In an agony of despair he cast himself upon

the ground, and uttered the most melancholy
moans. At length he vented his sorrows in the

following bitter exclamations
;
Woe is me, woe

is me! I am lost, for ever lost ! I have sinned

the sin unto death, and it is impossible that I
should be renewed unto repentance. Yesterday

my mountain seemed to stand fast, the world

appeared at my feet, and all that is in the v\^orld

seemed vile and contemptible; and my heart

was enlarged with a view ofmy attainments, and

superiority to the children of vanity ! How,

why, wherefore, as in a moment, am I thus cast

down into the Valley of the Shadow of Death?

Lordj thou holdest mine eyes waking; I am so

feeble that I cannot speak, I have considered the

days of eternity, and the years that are past; I
call to remembrance my song: and in the night
1 commune xvith mine ozvn heart, and search out

my spirits, JVill the Lord absent himself for
ever? and will he be no more entreated? Is his

mercy clean gone for ever ? and is his promise
come utterly to an end for evermore ?
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It was dreadful to hear his sighs and groans,

and behold him cast into the lowest deep, hav-

ing, as it were, the sentence of condemnation in

himself, and seeing i^o way to escape, but only

having his eyes open to a view of the infinite,

never-ending horrors of reprobation. At length
a flood of tears burst from his eyes, and he was

constrained to exclaim in the anguish of his

heart, I have sinned, I have sinned; I have ex-

alted myself, I have forgotten who it was that

made me to differ; I will cry unto God with my
*voice, e'cen unto God will I cry with my mice,

and he shall hearhen unto me.

At that instant, the portal of the dungeon

again opened, and the giant approached with

a countenance full of wrath and indignation.

Wretch, exclaimed he, that hast sinned against

light and conviction, dost thou still presume
to call upon the Most High to save thee? Thou
hast not faith to receive a blessing, were he

even willing to hearken unto thee. At these

words, Theophilus once more sunk down in de-

spair; but through the mercy of God he pre-

sently recovered himself, and kneeling down,

earnestly offered up the following prayer

Almighty God, who hast pronounced that this

is the condemjiation, that light is come into the

xvorld, and men love darkness rather than light

because their deeds are eml. I confess, that it is

not for want of evidence and proof of thy faith-

fulness, that I am fallen into the darkness of
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unbelief: it is because I Jove not the light, it

is because my deeds are evil, and my heart puff-

ed up with pride and self-sufficiency, that I see

not the light and glory of heaven. O Lord, I

confess the sin of unbelief. I call upon thee,

not for more proofs of thy faithfulness, but that

thou wouldst by thy almighty grace destroy
the enmity which is in my heart against thyself
and thy holy gospel, and so enable me once

more to see the beauty of holiness shining forth

in the face of Jesus Christ our Lord. Merciful

Saviour, I now confess before thee mine unbe-

lief, I rank it among my sins, yea, as the foun-

tain-head of all my sins
;

I 'confess it; and I now
turn unto thee, nothing doubting that faith is

thy gift, and that thou wilt not withhold thy

precious gifts from any who look singly to thy

grace,for faith to receive thee, the light of hea-

ven, and to be delivered from the darkness of

sin.

The spirit of the young pilgrim revived in

the utterance of this petition; and rising from

I
his knees, he drew his sword, and rushed upon

*
his adversary. And at the same instant, a ray
of light from heaven pierced the gloom of the

horrible cavern. The fiend drew back as Theo-

philus rushed forward, alarmed still more by the

flash of heavenly light than by the vehemence

of his opponent. Then quickly flinging to the

massy gate, he proceeded to lock the many locks

with which he was wont to make fast his infer-
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nal dungeon; and with a dreadful roar mus-

tered all his household to come to his assist-

ance.

At this moment it came into the mind of

Theophilus, that he had a key that had been

given unto him with his armour, named the key
of Promise; and he now determined to apply this

key to the locks of the dungeon of Doubting
Castle. Now these locks were called the locks

of Doubt, and there were many of them
; some

of which were of a temporal nature, others of a

nature spiritual and eternal. Now then, for the

first time, the young man experienced the all-

sufficiency of the covenant of promise, for

every lock of doubt was easily turned as he pro-

nounced, All things that you ask in prayer^

believing, you shall receive. And now, having

opened all the locks, he uttered these words, /
can do all things through Jesus Christ that

strengtheneth me: when applying his shoulders

to the massy gate, he at once burst asunder its

vast bars and bolts, and rushed manfully upon
his adversaries.

Then I saw that many blows were given and

received on both sides, and fiery darts were shot

from the castle against Theophilus; but he made

good his way, and received all the arrows upon
the shield of faith. Every moment the light of

heaven shone brighter upon the scene of warfare,

nor did Theophilus quit the combat, till he had

cast down all his opponents. Then kneeling
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down, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and pro-
nounced Mighty Captain of the Lord's hosts,

I had heard of thee with the hearing of the ear,

but now mine eye hath seen thee, and not ano-

ther. Now I know and acknowledge, that thou

alone art omnipotent to save. Glory be to

thee, thou invincible champion, who hast deli-

vered thy unworthy servant from the dungeon
of misery, from the den of infernal lions. Grant,
I beseech thee, that from this time forth I

may remember, and be confounded, and never o-

pen my mouth any more to boast, complain, or cen-

sure ; because of my shame.

Then I saw, that as it were a cloud and pil-

lar of fire illuminated that dreadful road, by
which Theophilus had strayed to the dungeon of

Despair; and he followed the divine guidance,
till he once more set his foot on the King's

highway. But who can describe his sensa-

tions, as he surveyed in clear light, the snares,

the pits, the gins, the precipices, among
which he had wandered in thick darkness, and

from which he had been so* miraculously pre-

served; while thousands were beheld by him
dead and dying in the regions of Infidelity.

For this was the name of the gigantic fiend,

which had endeavoured to destroy the young
pilgrim, and who for that purpose had sent out

his subtle colleague. Spiritual-pride, who tura

ed Theophilus out of the highway.
You have unquestionably heard of Giant

y
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Despair, who afflicted poor Christian in former

times, and who was afterwards slain by Great-

heart. Now the estate of that Giant came by
inheritance to the Giant Infidelity, who rebuilt

Doubting Castle, and very much enlarged its

dungeon and premises. The father of this fiend

was called Superstition, the author of the myste-

ry of iniquity, a consummate hypocrite and

hireling, who devised to bring the way of truth

into contempt, by assuming the mask of reli-

gion. Thus he prejudiced and exasperated men

against the Celestial King and his servants, by

mixing tares among the wheat, which the carnal

eye could not distinguish. Thus he had

brought a dreadful persecution upon the King's

servants, in which however he and his party at

last suffered far more than those whom he

would have destroyed. For Religion and Su-

perstition were now indiscriminately persecuted

by this Giant Infidelity, the son of the Giant

Superstition. There were also now two sons

born to the Giant Infidelity, the elder, Giant

Anarchy, and the younger, Giant Lawlessness.

These three had Theophilus engaged, and defeat-

ed; and happy, it might seem, had it been for the

next generation, if he had given them their death-

blow. But the Celestial King alone knozceth the

times and the seasons, and permits his adversaries

to prosper, till they have chastised, distinguish-

ed, and roused his people; till they have filled up
the measure of their iniquity, and by oppression
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made even the carnal heart to have some feeling

for Him, who alone can redeem from the iron

rod of the destroyer.

Now I saw, in my dream, that, no sooner

had Theophilus returned to the King's high*

way, than he set up a pillar hard by the stile

over which he had passed; to be a warning to

desponding pilgrims to renew their faith by

prayer.

INSCRIPTION.

Ye sons of misery, silenc'J by despair,

Who deem it vain to raise the faithless prayer.

This moment break the spell, this moment kneel.

And cry for pardon, that no faith you feel.

As chief of crimes; thus unbelief arrest,

And lo, the present Saviour stands confess'd.

Tis not for want of proof you disbelieve,

But faithlessness confess, and faith receive;

For this the condemnation surely proves.

Who walks in darkness, deeds of darkness loves.
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CHAP. XII.

THEOPHILUS
now betook himself to a-

sceiid the hill, which rose from the river;

and, as he walked, he read in his book, and lift-

ed up his voice in prayer and thanksgiving.
Now he had not proceeded far, before one call-

ed after him, and beckoned to him to stop. So

he waited till the person came up, who thus ad-

dressed him; I wish to thank you, Sir, for the

service you have performed for poor pilgrims,

and for myself in particular. I was at no great
distance from you, though you perceived me

not, while you were engaged in that great work
of charity; and without flattery, now that I

have read the inscription, I must confess, that

you have most happily hit upon the latent spring
of all unbelief. The deceiver of the world has

now received from you a foil, from which, I am

certain, he will not easily recover. Blessed be that

heavenly wisdom, which has endowed you with

this extraordinary penetration and discernment

into the depths of Satan, Hold fast this eminent
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spirituality ;
and you have the sure promise that

you shall be one of the greatest in the kingdom of

ghry. Whoso humbleth himself shall he exalted.

Value not therefore yourself upon your other

superlative gifts, for gifts shall pass away; but

only upon that uncommon grace of humility,

by which you have been taught to discern, that

self-sufficiency is at the bottom of infidelity, and

of every sin.

You would have me then, replied Theophi-

lus, valueniyself upon my vileness. Speak, Sir,

is that your meaning? Not so, replied the

stranger; but I would have you take the com-

fort of knowing that your deep humility is in-

separably connected with the most exalted glo-

ry; for our Sovereign Lord hath joined these

tvv^o things indissolubly together. Then did

Theophilus turn quickly upon the stranger, and

drawing his sword, Stand back, he exclaimed,

thou subtle deceiver; for thou art an offence

unto me. Think not, a second time, to make a

fool of me, by teaching me to glory in myself.
I xvill glory only in the Lord Jesus, by zohom the

world is crucifed unto me, andIunto the zvorUL I

will glory only in my Lord and Saviour, in whose

strength I will now level thee with the dust.

Thus speaking, Theophilus rushed upon Spirit-

ual-pride, and with a furious blow felled him to

the earth, exclaiming. Not by might, nor by poxv-

er, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.

These words broke the spell of the arch deceiv-
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er; the old serpent was made manifest, and fled

to conceal himself, detected and exposed.
Then did Theophilus once more give glory

to the Discerner of Spirits, and Revealer of Sin

in all its subtle and circumventing forms. And

now, having been exercised in the combat, and

in the use of spiritual armour and weapons, he

was taught by experience thegrand principle, that

of himself he could do nothing, but every thing

through him zvho is all in all, essential wisdom,

sanctification, and redemption ! Blessed are they
who are thus disciplined to become strong in the

Lordand in thepozver ofhis might : to becomefools,
that they may be wise; zveak, that they may be

strong; poor, that they may be rich; and empty,

that they may be full. This is the believer's zvhite

stone, zvhich no one understandeth, zvho receiveth

it not.

He now pursued his journey, and presently

reached the summit of the hill, where he stood

still for a while to rest himself: and casting his

eyes once more upon the vale of peace and calm

delight, through which he had travelled before

he turned out of the King's highway, thus he

expressed the emotions of his soul. Just and true

are thy zvays, thou King of saints ; thou hast

taught me by experience, that thou comfortest,

and castest down, in fatherly wisdom and love.

Thou art leading us to happiness in the path of

holiness and humility. It is for this, that thou

now raisest and comfortest, and now castest
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down and depressest our souls; that holiness

and humility may lead us hand in hand. O that I

may walk in this thy way for evermore: so shall

my path henceforwards be the path of undis-

turbed peace and serenity. O create me now at

length holy and humble, that thy face may set

no more in clouds and thick, darkness; but that

the glory of thy presence may shine upon me in

that abiding peace and consolation, which the

world can neither give nor take away.

Theophilus having uttered this petition, cast

his eyes towards the region of darkness from

which he had been delivered. From the emi-

nence on which he now stood, he beheld, and lOy

the smoke of the country xvent up as the smoke of
a furnace; and the sun and the air zvere darkened

by reason of the smoke.

This dreadful sight amazed him exceeding-

ly, and he had recourse to his book for instruc-

tion. So he opened it, and read. Great, O Lord,

are thyjudgments, and cannot be expressed: there-

fore souls that will not be reformed, have erred.

For zvhen unrighteous men thought to oppress

the holy nation: they being shut up in their

houses, the prisoners of darkness, and fettered

zvith the bonds of a long night, lay there, ex-

liedfrom the eternal providence. For zvhile they

supposed to lie hid in their secret sins, they zvere

scattered under a dark vail offorgetfulness, being

horribly astonished, and troubled zvith strange

apparitions. For neither might the corner that
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held them, keep them from fear: hut noises as

of waters falling doxvn, soui^ded about them,

and sad visions appeared unto them zvith heavy
countejiances. No poxver of the fire might give
them light: neither could the bright flames of
the stars endure to lighten that horrible night,

an image of the darkness which should after-

wards receive them: butyet xvere they unto them-

selves more grievous than the darknei-s, Theophi-
lus now understood, that the dreadful darkness

of Infidelity was a judgment from heaven upon
all who would not be reformed; and that for

this cause God had sent them strong delusion

that they should believe a lie, xvho received not

the truth in the love of it. O Lord ! he ex-

claimed, take not thy Holy Spirit from me.

Scarcely had he uttered these words, than

who should appear in sight, but Philadelphus
himself? Need I describe the joy with which

the two dear friends again met? Theophilus

rejoiced to see him, as though he had been

dead, and xvere alive again; and Philadelphus

rejoiced as though his guardian angel had ap-

peared to him. For firm is the friendship, and

sweet the communion of those souls, which

are united together, not by the selfish bonds

of worldly friendship, but by sympathy, by
divine love, by the hope of becoming com-

panions and fellow-heirs of immortality. How

strange is it that brethren, who are members one

of another, cemented by 07ie head, one spirit, one
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faith, one baptism, one hope of their calling, ne-

ver to be separated
—so frequently fall out by the

xvay I Not so Theophilus and Philadelphus: the

enemy, who sows divisions among the brethren,

and frequently blinds the children of God, that

they should not in this world know each other,

was not permitted to disturb their sacred friend-

ship.

Now I saw that Theophilus was eager to

hear from his friend, an account of the trials he

had met with
;
and in what manner he had made

his escape from the snares of the enemy.

My brother, rejoined Philadelphus, you saw

in what manner I was torn from you by Sir

Worldly-conformity; and I will confess that at

first my heart inclined to go with him, though
I parted at the same time from you with reluct-

ance. The truth is, I was overcome by his

condescension, dazzled by his splendour, and

captivated by the pleasures, honours, and riches,

which he promised.
Do not think I will upbraid you, replied

Theophilus. I too have fallen; never more, I

hope, to lift up my voice in judgment upon
a brother. But go on, tell me what befel you at

his house.

When I first arrived there, replied Philadel-

phus, my head seemed to turn giddy in my new
situation. The hurry, parade, and dissipation,

to which 1 was introduced, drowned all power
of reflection. In the morning I was taken to
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visit the grand associates of Sir Worldly: and,

after an intemperate dinner, I sat down to cards ;

from which I was hurried to the theatre, or to the

ball-room. No time for consideration, no mo-

ment for serious thought. At last, I plucked

up courage to enquire of Sir Worldly, whether

this mode of living were consistent with the life

of a pilgrim. Many professed pilgrims, he re-

plied, countenance us in the building of sump-
tuous houses, in the displaying of magnificent

furniture, and in frequent attendance upon our

mixed parties and amusements. I believe, repli-

ed I, that some pilgrims endeavour as much as

may be to avoid the charge of singularity, that

they may have a more easy access to those,

whom they wish to edify and draw off from

vanity. I think I know them full as well

as you do, my child, replied Sir Worldly. And
so they tell you, that they conform to our course

of life, in order to benefit our souls ! One word

for our conversion, and two for their own plea-

sure. They may impose upon you ;
but they do

not all deceive even themselves, and none of

them dupe me. If they would have influence

with me and my friends, I assure you, the best

course they could take, would be to act, at

once, consistently with their profession, and with

the example of their Lord and Master, who was

holy, undefiled, separate from sinners. If they

court us, we shall despise them
;

if they court us

not, we shall reverence them. This is the way
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of the world, my child ; and I assure you, when
I lie upon my death-bed, I will not send for

such lukewarm, trimming time-servers. In

that hour I will commit my soul to the care of

Evangelist. But why do I talk of death? have

I not many good long years before me, after

which it will be time enough for me to think of

repentance, when I can lose nothing in this life,

that is to be enjoyed? My religion is to make
sure of both worlds : of this, as long as I stay in

it; and of the next, when there is an end of this.

And my plan I think to be the wisest which a

man can take. I am very sincere; what I pro-

fess, I practise; and if I were to take up the

pilgrim's cross, I would not disgrace it by

shrinking from the standard of God.

I long, said Theophilus, to hear how you e-

scaped out of the clutches of Sir Worldly.
That night, continued Philadelphus, that

very night, in which Sir Worldly was promising
himself many years, wherein to enjoy his pos-
sessions and pleasures, after a sad scene of in-

temperance, he was seized with a fever.

Theo. And did he send for Evangelist?
He did so, replied Philadelphus, and most

earnestly requested his attendance. But before

the pious minister of God could reach the

house. Sir Worldly-conformity expired in all

the horrors of despair. O, my brother, I shall

never forget the agonies of the dying man. He
called for cold water, again and again, to cool
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his feverish burning tongue; but no relief

could be obtained. He expired, alternately in-

voking and blaspheming the holy name of the

Saviour of pilgrims. The view of his last ago-
nies was insupportable; we fled in horror from

his presence, and he breathed his last in solitude

and desertion.

Poor man! rejoined Theophilus: but what

became of you, my friend, after his death?

Phil. Evangelist entered the house, a few

moments after he had expired; and I ran to him,

fell at his knees, and implored his protection.

Nor did I implore it in vain. He enquired of me

my name, and situation; and, presently recol-

lecting me, he took me to his house.

Theo. I entreated him to search for, and

endeavour to reclaim you.
Phil. He told me so, dear brother; and

bade me sin no more, lest a worse thing should

befal me. Then he prayed that the Celestial

King would pardon my transgressions, and en-

joined me to escape for my life, and endeavour

to overtake you. And blessed be the Shepherd
of Israel, 1 have overtaken you much sooner

than I expected. But now that I am with you,

my brother, can you regard me again as you
were wont to do, after my grievous transgres-

sion and fall? Alas, I hate myself; how can you
love me?

Did you know, said Theophilus, all that has

befallen me since we last parted, you might ra-
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ther expect that I should desire of you to be re-

garded again as you were wont to esteem me.

I have wandered from the King's highway, 1

have been puffed up, I have exalted myself to

heavefi, and I have been cast down into hell. What
I have suffered, I cannot express. I once se-

cretly indulged the thought that I had a rem^

nant of my own righteousness, by which I difr

fered from the men of this world, and which
should not be taken from me. I would indeec^

gladly have patched it with new cloth. But

now, my only comfort is, that my nakedness is

covered from head to foot, by a new garment
without seam: and my heart's desire now is, tha^

I may he found in him, not having mine own righ-

teousness, but the righteousness which is of Go4
byfaith,

I feel, replied Philadelphus, the self-same

thing, my brother. What a privilege it is to

exchange robes with the Prince of heaven and

earth ! I never felt this come so home to me be-

fore, as it has done, since I suffered my late

humiliating fall in the Town of Vanity.
I rejoice to hear thee say so, my friend, repli-

ed Theophilus : let us then unite our voices in

prayer, and call upon our King, with holy ear-

nestness of soul—O Lord, before we were troubled

we went astray. O that xve may noxo keep thy
commandments* Draw us, Lord, unto thy love :

before thee are our hearts; they struggle, but of

themselves they can do nothing : do thou, what
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they cannot do. We ask, we seek, we knock*

Thou who causest us to ask, cause us to re-

ceive. Thou who givest us to seek, give us to

find. Thou who teachest us to knock, open to

us knocking. To whom dost thou give, if thou

deniest them that ask? To whom dost thou

open, if thou shuttest to them that knock?

From thee we have the hungering and thirsting

for thine own righteousness: to whom wilt

thou grant it, if not to those who hunger and

thirst for it? From thee we have the desire: O
may we have the fruition.—O Lord, root and

stablish us now at last, after all our humilia-

tions, in thy kingdom, according to thy word,

and never more take thy Holy Spirit from us,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.
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CHAP. XIII.

THE
two friends now proceeded on their

journey, till they reached an eminence

from which they had a most unexpected and

delightful prospect. They beheld a chain of lof-

ty mountains, whose summits seemed as it were

to pierce the higher regions of the sky. These

mountains were no other than the Delectable

Mountains, which the spies who searched the

promised inheritance passed over; from the ex-

treme of which commanding range, Moses be-

held another Canaan, another promised inheri-

tance, even the land which is veryfar off. The air

about these mountains is remarkably clear and

salubrious, the springs clear as crystal, the wea-

ther ever mild and delightful. Here dwell shep-
herds among the cedars of God, ever green and

flourishing; and the tree of life, and the clear

river of the water of life, afford them delicious

sustenance. Yea, in these mountains the Prince

of pilgrims vouchsafes to manifest himself, and

the shepherds walk with God, and God walketh
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with them. Heavenly notes are not unfrequent-

ly heard in the air, and such voices and harpings
as ear hath not heard. Every object around is

cast in the mould of glory, and is an image, an

earnest, a foretaste, of glories, zvhich eye hath not

seen, neither hath it entered into the heart of man

to conceive: but God revealeth them by his Spirit

to those xvho can receive them. Blessed are the

flocks which are fed by these heavenly-mind-
ed shepherds, and which drink of the pure water

of life,
which flows from the Delectable Moun-

tains. All here is serenity, peace, and calm de-

light. Now the path to the Celestial City is

over these mountains of perfect peace and glo-

rious hope; and yet it is not every pilgrim that

is privileged with a full view of all their glories.

They only have this privilege in its highest de-

gree, who, not in some things, but in all things,

byprayer and supplication with thanksgiving, make

their requests knoxvn unto God, casting all their

care and staying their hearts upon him. To these,

the Father of glory is faithfid to give the spirit of

wisdom and revelation, in the knozvledge of his Son,

the eyes of their understanding being enlightened,

that they may knozv what is the hope of his calling,

and zvhat the riches of his inheritance in the saints.

A sweet and gentle gale from these Delectable

Mountains cheered the hearts of the young pil-

grims, while they were in the act of self- renun-

ciation; and they hastened their pace to reach

the inviting region before the sun set.
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Now I saw, that, when they were arrived at

the foot of the mountains, the shepherds came out

to meet them, and saluted them, inviting them

to take up their abode in their habitation for the

night. To this they gladly consented; and ha-

ving received refreshment, the shepherds strict-

ly questioned them respecting their motives for

undertaking the life of pilgrims, and concerning
the road by which they had come, together with

the ditBculties and temptations they had met

with.

They then informed the young pilgrims, that

it was the King's pleasure that they should re-

main in that place for some tim€, and receive

further instruction and edification from them,

whom he hath appointed and qualified by divine

gifts, to edify the saints until they should come to

the perfect measure of the fulness of the stature of
the divine image. We trust, they added, that

you are both true pilgrims, having this seal, that

you are poor in spirit, and pure in heart, through
the special grace of Him, who zvorketh all in all.

We trust therefore that, though you arc very

young, we shall nevertheless be able to shew you

glorious views and prospects during your abode

with us. We have indeed ntanifested excellent

things to pilgrims, young as yourselves; yea,

we once had a young pilgrim among us, who

pointed out to us, from our observatory, mar-

vellous objects which we had not ourselves per-

ceived. And for your benefit, we will inform

A A
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you in what manner he was enabled to attain so

surpassing a measure of discernment. For he

himself has left the record of his attainments in

our hands, and it is to this eifect. When Iper-
ceived that I could not othenvise attain wisdom,

except God gave her me, (and that was a part of
wisdom also to know whose gift she was,) Ipray-
ed unto the Lord, and besought him, and with my
whole heart I said; Give me wisdom that sitteth

by thy throne, and reject me not from among thy

children, for I thy servant and son of thine hand-

maid, am a feeble person, and of a short time, and

too young for the understanding ofjudgment and

laws. In this manner that favoured young person,

having the preparation of the heart from the Lord

to love wisdom, sought her early, as the most

excellent gift of the Most High, with his whole

heart. And what shall I say that he found, in

finding her?—The pro??iise of this life, as well as

of that which is to come. For so pleased was our

King with this request of the child, to give him

wisdo7n, that with her he freely gave him all

things. And it now stands upon record, in or-

der to exemplify what great things our blessed

King will do for the youngest and meanest of his

servants, who shall in the same manner love

Heavenly-Wisdom, and take her always at her

word, and never grieve her pure and gentle spi-

rit. Verily wisdom shall not only shower upon
such a one all her treasures; but she will so vail

her glory, as, even in the present life, to make her-
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self manifest to him
; and her beauty surpasseth

knowledge. To obtain a sight of her, is to love

her, to become like unto her, to be changed from

glory to glory; but to see her at length unshorn
of her beams, is to be changed into her very

image. Every one who hath this hope^ puiijieth

himselfy even as God is pure.
While the shepherd Experience pronounced

these words, I saw that Theophilus could no

longer restrain his tears, the meaning of which

the shepherds well understood, and were not dis-

pleased ; assuredly gathering, that wisdom was

not far from him, who was so deeply affected by
a sense of having grieved her gentle spirit; and

that none would so lament after her, to whom
the beauty of holiness had never been reveal-

ed.

Then I saw that the shepherd Heavenly-mind

began to converse w^ith Theophilus in the follow-

ing manner. If I am not mistaken, my son,

you are now lamenting the disappearance of

Heavenly-Wisdom.
Oh, replied Theophilus, I have once beheld

the lovely image of that wisdom, xvhich is from a-

bove, fairer than the dawn, more bright than the

morning star. But I have erred from her ways;
and it is now long since her face shone manifest-

ly upon me; and I fear lest she should never

return again.

You do well then to lament after her, said

Heavenly-mind ;
for she is precious above rubies
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to all those wJioJind her and hold her fast. She

hath the gift of prophecy^ and understandeth all

mysteries and knowledge; she hestoxveth all faith y

and all boiintifillness. Hath she bestowed upon

you any of these excellent gifts, and again with-

drawn her hand from you?
Theo. I am young and poor; others have

received these endowments largely at her hands;

but, for myself, I can only say, that I have seen

her excellence and loved her; and once trusted

that I was loved of her.

Heavenly-mind. She taught you, per-

haps, what good thing you should do^ thatyou might
have eternal life. She displayed the perfection

of her glorious law, and the reasonableness of

loving God supremely, and your neighbour as

yourself. And you received from her the com-

fortable assurance, that you had kept all her com-

mandments from your youth upxvards.

Ah, do not banter with me, replied Theophi-

lus; it is true, the glory of the perfection of

her righteousness shone about me : but before

her glory all my light expired. She that said

to the youth, who was, in the sight of men, emi-

nently rich in good works, One thing thou lack-

est if thou wouldst be perfect; the same counsel-

led me to the same effect. And surely I needed

that counsel much more than he did; for which

of her commandments had I kept from my
infancy ?

Heavenly-mind. Well, and what was
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that one thing, for which she would have yon
renounce all that you had of yourself, or ever

could have?

Theo. Why she said, If you will renounce

all self-sufficiency, and follow me in regeneration,

you shall receive an hundred foldy and shall inhe-

rit eternal life.

Heavenly-mind. And did she moreover

convince you, that, if you had, in the very let-

ter, kept her commandments, you could not by

perseverence deserve everlasting life?

Theo. Yea, she fully persuaded me, that m
Christ Jesus iieither circumcision availeih any

thing, nor uncircumcision, but a nezv creature.

And she positively declared, that she would ei-

ther bring me to the test of spiritual unsinning

obedience, and judge me without mercy; or else

turn all my dependences upside down, and make

first last, and lastfirst.

Heavenly-mind. And did she make it

plain, that she had power to do s-o great things
for you ? and did she say, how she would save

you?
Theo. At first she pressed me by unan-

swerable arguments, which I am persuaded no

creature could gainsay, to acknowledge her first

position, Let God be true, and every man a liar.

Unless she could make me understand, and feel

this first principle, she said, I should remain a

very fool as long as I lived ; and, after death, be

held in everlasting contempt. So I preferred the
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present contempt of the world, to the abasement

which is everlasting. Now I had no sooner

yielded to her in this point, than she proceeded
to teach nie that the saving righteousness,
vv^hich xvith men is unattainable, is not impossible

with God; that the All-wise knoweth how to be

just and at the same time the justifier of him that

believeth in Jesus. Yea, she promised, that /
should see righteousness look down from heaven,

and mercy and truth kiss each other.

Heavenly-mind. And could you believe

that a thing so incomprehensible could ever be

realized? The cherubim, who were stationed

nearest to the mercy-seat, desired to look into

these very things; but they were not able to

comprehend them. Yea, before the grand
manifestation of Heavenly-Wisdom upon earth,

not a creature in the whole universe was found

xvorthy to open the seals of the covenant of grace,
or even to look thereon. Only the self-sufficient

children of darkness profess to be wise above

the light eternal and uncreate. There was a

time when even the children of the kingdom
said in amazement, If they who are most rich

in good works cannot save themselves, who then

may hope for salvation ?

Theo. She convinced me, that all things

are possible with God; and then proceeded to

instruct me wherein this new state, in which she

would place me, consisted. And it is well called

Regeneration:^ for flesh and blood hath not com-
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prehended it; no, nor understanding conceived

it; nor can any thing less than the inspiration

of divine wisdom herself make known the bless-

edness of this translation into the kingdom of

peace, hope, righteousness, and love.

Heavenly-mind. Inform us how this

revolution was effected in your soul, this renewal

to repentance and faith brought about?

Theo. While I was thinking how she would

pour new wine into my old vessel, and how she

would make perfect my faulty garments, she

surprised me with a new vessel, wrought of

pure gold, and filled to the brim with new wine;
and with it, she spread before me a new gar-

ment, without spot or blemish, more white and

clean than the xvork ofanyfuller upon earth. And

having shewn me these glorious objects, she

smiled, and enquired, whether I was willing to

make an exchange with her, and give my earth-

ly vessel for her golden one, and my polluted

garments for her vesture of light and glory?
Heavenly-mind. And had you a mind

to make the exchange?
Theo. Why, at first, I could not believe

that such was her real intention, so strange her

proposal appeared to me; besides, I felt my rags

cling closely to my flesh, and nature whispered
that it would be counted a shame to me, to be

stripped naked, and not to have a coat which I

could call my own, however inferior it might be

to hers. But she persevered; and at length I
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took her at her word; and blessed be her name,
that she prevailed to persuade me to do so.

Thus it was that all things became new to my
soul; and I found myself clothed in the righte-

ousness of a man that had never once sinned

in all his life. And this I then found to be

precisely what I wanted : but JVoe to the rebellious

children, said she, that take counsel, but not of

me, and that cover with a covering, but not ofmy
spirit, that they may add sin to sin. Alas i that

I have now grieved my blessed teacher, and xoalk-

edumvorthy of my high calling. O that she may
not entirely have forsaken me! Shepherds of

Jerusalem, tell me, will not her love towards

those whom she hath much benefited, be turned

into exceeding enmity, if tliey forget all her

loving-kindness, and transgress her precepts?
Heavenly-mind. It is our commission

and delight, to speak peace in the name of the

Prince of peace, to every broken and contrite

heart. It is no uncommon thing for pilgrims to be

thus brought low. While their first love remains

warm and fervent, they seek not their oxvn; they
look not in complacency upon themselves; but

looking stedfastly upon Jesus, they abide in

glory, and reflect the divine image of heavenly

righteousness, as the face of Moses shone glori-

ously in the presence of God. While they thus

continue to look away from themselves, and

have their eyes fixed upon the perfection of beau-

ty and holiness, they become conformed to the
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image which is before their eyes, while he who
is thus stedfastly beheld, becomes sin for therriy

xvho knew no sin. The single eye of faith con-

ducts all their sins to the cross, and attracts to

them the righteousness of God. But alas ! how
soon does indwelling sin begin to whisper them,

that they are something of themselves in compa-
rison with others, though they be nothing ! And
thus are their eyes drawn from the view of the

brazen serpent to that of their own foul and

leprous nature. The hand which was lifted in

dependance and prayer, is once more dropped,
and the Amalekites again prevail. No sooner

hath Peter believed and been blessed, than he is

puffed up and falleth. The eye is drawn from

the sight of God to the sight of self; and the

view of sinful self it is, which now makes you
feel remorse and fear. Remember then hoxo thou

hast received at thefirst; and in the same manner
renew thy peace and consolation, fixing the sin-

gle eye of faith once more upon the tree of life,

which is here set by the Lord of the way, for

the healing of all thy infirmities, and the re-

nevv^al of thy strength.

Here is the tree, whose spreading height

Is fair and lovely to the sight.

Here is the tree, which fruit supplies,

Which he who tastes of, never dies.

Here is the tree, whence waters flow,

Of which who drink, thirst never know.

Here is the tree, whose leaves can heal

The curse which sinful mortals feel.

B B
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Here is the tree, on which to gaze,

Is to the cross your eye to raise.

Here is the tree, of which to take.

Of Jesus* self is to partake.

Here is the tree of life divine,

And be its treasures ever thine!
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CHAP. XIV.

%

THE next morning, the shepherds thought
fit to conduct the young pilgrims to the

summit of Mount Promise. So they set off

together, and soon arrived at the foot of this

glorious mountain. Now I saw that, on one

side of it, was another eminence, called Mount

Presumption ; and on the other side, a steep de-

clivity, full of pits and precipices, and covered

with dry bones. This valley was called Un-
belief. Here were three pillars set up by the

Champion of pilgrims, in commemoration of

the temptations which he here overcame; and as

a warning to pilgrims, neither to turn to the

right hand nor to the left, nor to be diverted

from their purpose in ascending the Mountain

of Promise. The inscriptions upon these pil-

lars the pilgrims read; and the first of them, at

the entrance of the Valley of Unbelief, was, Man
shall not live by bread alone, but by every xvord

that Cometh out of the mouth of God.

What think you is the meaning of this warn-



188 THE PILGRIMAGE

ing? said the shepherds to Philadelphus. If

I am not mistaken, he replied, after some consi-

deration, the Prince of pilgrims here admonishes

us, when we are in want and need, that his

covenant contains a promise for the supply even

of our bodily necessities, as it is written, Seek

yefirst the kingdom ofGod and his righteousness,
and all these things shall be added unto you.

You have well answered, replied the shep-
herd Experience; and if you understand this

promise, happy are you if you rely upon it. Re-

member then that you hdi^e^ no need to court

the world for temporal provision; for while you
walk in the royal way, you have the royal seal

and security for provision for you and yours.
Therefore learn to exercise faith, in respect to

things small, as well as great. For your Lord

loves to be trusted in; but alas ! his sabbath is

profaned, and his enemies are courted, because

men will not believe that he who hath given them

his 07ily Sony will also zvith him freely give them

all things, O ye of little faith, how is it that

you do not understand that this way hath the

promise of this life^ as well as of that which is to

come ? Why will 3'Ou not be redeemed from

all evil ;
from solicitude for the morrow, as well

as from the pains of hell ?

The pilgrims now read the inscription upon
the pillar at the foot of the Mountain of Presump-
tion, I'hou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God: and

the shepherds desired Theophilus to explain the
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words. It appears to me, he presently replied,

that the tempter, when he found he could not

shake the faith of our great Champion, would

have pushed it into presumption. He would have

had him so to depend upon the infallible word,

as to deem the means of salvation derogatory
to the free operation of divine power in fulfill-

ing the promises.

You have given the true meaning of the

tablet, replied the shepherd Experience: and

now treasure up in your mind, that, although in

God2/ou live, move, and have your being, body and

soul; nevertheless, it is in the use of his ap-

pointed means for the preservation of the one

and the other: and what God hath joined toge-

ther, let no man put asunder.

Then they read the inscription at the foot

of Mount Promise, Thou shalt worship the

Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.

This inscription also Theophilus thus explained.

The adversary, it seems, having found that he

could not turn his mighty opponent either to

the right, or to the left; and seeing that now
the conqueror was upon the road to secure all

the promises, attempted to insinuate that of the

great things, on which he had an eye, all were

not the Lord's to give. At least he would have

him do homage for the dominion of the earth,

which for a time had been made over to himself.

But our Champion, by his reply, testified that he

would rather decline the kingdom of this world,
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than do homage to the enemy. Here we are re-

minded, what the world is, whose it is, and

whence proceedeth the fashion of it. Here we

may learn to rest contented zvith thefood and rai--

ment, which the blessed covenant ensures; and

to beware of desiring to be rich and great, and

of forming worldly connections in order to ad-

vance our temporal interests.

Act now according to these great lessons, re-

plied the shepherd Experience, and you shall

soon see the fulfilment and triumph of all the

promises; yea, by what unforeseen and irresistible

working the kingdoms of this world shall become

the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ. Vi-

olence and deceit may gain the start in the at-

tainment of temporal power; but, in the issue,

it will be proved that truth and meekness shall

wear the crown. If your delight be then in

thrones and sceptres^ O ye kings of the people,

honour wisdom, that ye may reignfor evermore,
'

After this, I saw that the shepherds and

pilgrims began to ascend the Mountain of Pro-

mise; and the shepherd Experience addressed

Theophilus and Philadelphus
—Children of our

beloved King, you have in some measure alrea-

dy experienced, that every good and perfect gift

descendethfrom above ; and, according tothe sim-

plicity ofyour dependance, have you either stood

or fallen, been comforted or cast down. Still

you come short of a full comprehension, and

possession, of all your privileges. You are in-
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deed under training to be convinced of your
own utter emptiness, and of the fulness of the Re-

deemer. As he who strips off the coat of some

kind of roots, discovers a second and another

root within, so doth the Spirit of conviction lay

bare successively the corruptions, of which our

hearts consist. The Redeemer sitteth in your

hearts, as a refiner of gold ; and he will continue

to sit there, until he shall have burned out eve-

ry remnant of self-dependance, and you be pu-

rified as hy fire. But blessed be his loving-kind-

ness, as the work of extermination advances, by
the same degrees another work is advancing
within you. The new and spiritual heart is re-

newed day by day, and gradually occupies the space
of the natural one. As a tree of life, it springs,

it shoots, it buds, it blossoms, it bears fruit;

born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh,

nor ofthe zvill of man, but of God, At last, it re-

ceives by faith all the promises, and as a fruit-

ful vine, casts its branches over the wall into the

paradise of glory, and abides in the peace of God
which passeth all understanding. Young pil-

grims, do not your hearts burn to obtain these

abiding privileges, which belong to the cove-

nant of promise ?

Now I saw that, having reached the sum-

mit of the mountain, whom should they behold

but the Lord of Mount Promise himself! He was

seated under a tree which beareth tzoelve manner

of fruitsf and the waters of life flowed from his
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throne. There stood about him, at some dis-

tance, a great company of persons ; some clo-

thed in purple and fine linen, with treasures in

their hands; and others ragged and bare-footed.

This concourse was occasioned by a notice, that

the Lord of the Mountain was disposed to sell

his possessions. And they, who had brought
treasures with them, felt assured, that they
should be able to outbid their poorer neigh-

bours, and so had made sure of such estates as

they desired.

Now the pilgrims waited with the company,
until the Lord of the Mountain should make

known, upon what terms he would dispose of

his inheritance. But they secretly feared, lest

their Lord should inflict punishment upon them,

because they appeared in his presence, on this

occasion, without the means of becoming pur-

chasers.

Presently the King arose, and invited the

company present to take a view of his estates.

Noxv the land was as the garden of Eden before

them, as the goodly inheritance of Jacob, as valleys

spread forth, as gardens by the river side, as the

trees of lign aloes, zvhich the Lord hath planted,

and as cedar trees beside the waters. The com-

pany were now still more eager to become pur-
chasers of these delightful estates, having be-

held their several advantages and beauties. So

the King ordered them to retire back a little

space, and he would make known upon what
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terms he would part with his possessions. Then,
after solemn silence and suspense, the Lord of

the Mountain produced a roll; and having

spread it open, he pronounced in the hearing of

all the people
—Ho ! every one that thirsteth, come

ye to the waters^ and he that hath no money; come

ye, buy and eat, yea come, buy wine and milk

without money and without price. Incline your
ear and come unto me : hear, and your soul shall

live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with

you^ even the sure mercies of David, For my
thoughts are noi as your thoughts, neither areyour

ways my xoays, saith the Lord, Thrice did the

Lord of the Mountain proclaim these words : but

the whole company remained in mute astonish-

ment.

As for the rich men, who had come to pur-
chase an inheritance with their wealth, I saw

that they presently took offence, and having
conferred with each other, unanimously agreed
not to put themselves under an obhgation to

the Lord of the Mountain, since their zvealth ei'^

tended not to him. For, said they, he despiseth
our riches, and would treat us like beggars, and

bring us into contempt, if we should thus re-

ceive his lands without price. So the rich and

the great speedily departed to their own place,

and I saw them no more. Then I heard the

Lord assever, Verily I say unto you, it is easier

for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than

for him who is rich before men to etiter into the

c c



194 THE PILGRIMAGE

kingdom ofhewoen. With men this is impossible^

to purchase eternal life.

After this, I sav\^ that the poor men, who had

no money, conferred together concerning the

words of the King. What is the meaning, said

they, of his proposal to buy without money ?

We cannot understand his intentions ; neither

dare we approach him, poor as we are, and rag-

ged, and miserable, lest he should seize us, and

sell us as slaves for our presumption. So they
also went their way, and I saw them no more.

Then did the Lord of the Hill pronounce aloud,

No man can come unto me, except the Father

which hath sent me draxv him. Him that cometh

unto me I will in no wise cast out.

These last words much affected the young pil-

grims, who werenow left alone with the shepherds,

and they said one to the other, To whom shall we

gofor eternal life, ifzvego not to him ? Let us take

him at his word: he can but slay us; and it seems,

ifwe go not to him, we shall not live. Sol saw that

they drew near to the King, pale and trembling,

more like unto dead than living men ; and so

they stood before the Lord. Then I saw that

report had not mistated the loving-kindness of

the Lord of Mount Promise. Full of grace and

truth, he cast an eye of compassion upon the

pilgrims, and said. Fear not, but tell me what it

is that you wish to purchase.

Theo. Blessed Lord, we desire to purchase
the sure mercies of David,
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The King. And what price do you offer

for them ?

Theo. The same which David himself paid.

The King. David was a king, the man
after mine own heart; can you pay the price
which he paid ? If you offer his price the in-

heritance is yours.
Theo. O Lord, open thou my lips, and my

mouth shall shezv forth thy praise. For thou de-

sirest not sacrifice ; else would Igive it thee: thou

delightest not in burnt offerings. The sacrifices

ofGod are a troubled spirit : a broken and contrite

heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. Do good in

thy good pleasure unto Sion ; build thou the xvalls

of Jerusalem,

The King. I have said, and I will not, I

cannot depart from my word. Forasmuch as

you trust only in Him thatjustifieth the ungodly,

your faith is coujzted for righteousness, even as

David's, It is offaith that it might be by grace,
to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed.

Stagger not at the promise of God through unbe-

lief but be strong in faith, giving glory to God,
and befully persuaded, that what Ihavepromised,
I am able also to perform.

Then I skw that the Lord of the Mountain

produced the deed of the conveyance of the in-

heritance of David, whereby he made over to

Theophilus and Philadelphus the sure mercies

of David. And he read the covenant aloud to

them, and made them understand, and notice
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the stability of it: fSr it was confirmed with

an oath, and sealed with his own blood. It

promised the will and the power to arrive at,

and take possession of the inheritance. And
there were clauses containing promises for coun-

sel, for wisdom, for power, for holiness, yea for

every thing that was needful for the receivers

of the inheritance, from the day the inheritance

was made over to them, till they should be put
in full possession of it.

Then did the King present them each with a

roll of conveyance, and thus addressed them.

My little children, remember well, and treasure

up in your hearts, that, though your inheritance

has cost you nothing, it has however cost me
dear indeed. Know, that you stand in my place,

as I have stood in yours ; this is your security.

In your stead and place I fulfilled all the condi-

tions, by which only you could be redeemed

from bondage, and restored to the inheritance

of Paradise. For you I fulfilled the whole law

of righteousness; for you I tasted of death; for

you I rose from the grave; for you I make in-

tercession continually before the throne of

grace. Degrade not then, by arrogating any

part of the price of the purchase to yourselves,

the immense ransom which I have paid for your
inheritance. I have redeemed it with my blood,

and I freely give it to you, and all things apper-

taining to it. Try my faithfulness
; put it to

the proof; in all and every difficulty and doubt,
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have recourse to the roll which I have given

you. Mark every clause which it contains;

plead before ine my faithfulness to fulfil every

promise which it conveys ;
and lo, all things are

yours, the promise of this life as well as of that

zvhich is to come ; all is yours. For who is he that

condemneth ? It is Christ that died; yea rather

that is risen again; who is even at the right hand

of God; who also maketh intercession for you?
JVho shall separate you from the love of Christ ?

Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or

famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword ? Nay
in all these things, you are more than conquerors

through him that loved you. Now then be assu-

red, that neither death, nor
life, nor angels, nor

principalities, nor poxvers, nor things present, nor

things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any
other creature, shall be able to separate you Jrom
the love of God, xvhich is in Christ Jesus, the

Lord of all promise.

Then did the Lord of the Mountain shew to

Theophilus and Philadelphus, the immoveable

and everlasting rock, upon which the mountain

was founded. He also pointed out to them the

dehghtful estate called Godliness with Content-

ment, from which they should receive, even du-

ring their pilgrimage, riches a hundredfold more

satisfactory than the possessions of the greatest
man upon earth. He then put into their hands

a glass, and gave them a glimpse, to the left, of

the furnace of everlasting fire, from whence
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they had been delivered ; and to the right, he

shewed them at a distance the Everlastins:

Mountains, where there is fulness of joy, and

pleasures for evermore.

Theophiius and Philadelphus gave glory,

thanksgiving, and praise, to the Lord of all

promise; and returned to the shepherds, mar-

velling at the amazing fulness and freeness of

the Covenant of Promise.

And now the glorious orb of day retired

to his pavilion of purple clouds; and the sha-

dows of the mountains extended themselves far

and wide; while the distant sound of tinkling

folds, and of the pipes of shepherds praising

the King of Glory, were wafted through the

serene and tranquil atmosphere. It was such

an hour of calm repose, and as favourable to

meditation and enlargement of heart, as was that

night, the glory of all nights, in which the shep-

herds zvere abiding in thefield, keeping watch over

their flacky zohen to, the angel of the Lord came

upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round

about them, and suddenly there zvas zvith the angel

a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and

saying y Glory to God in the highest, and on earth

peace, good-zvill tozvards men.

The stars of glory, and the majestic lamp of

niffht were reflected in the still waters of the

lake, which winds round the foot of the moun-

tain ; and the pilgrims descended into a grove
of lofty pines, which environs the lake. The
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chequered light of the grove, and the rustling
of the leaves, as the breeze from the mountain

sighed among them, added to the solemnity and

grandeur of the scene.

They had not advanced far in the grove,
before they heard, at a little distance, the wild

airs of an Eolian harp, and one sweetly chanting
the words of the Psalmist, O Lord, what is man,
that thou art mindful of him^

or the Son of21an ^

that thou msitest him f Thou madest him a little

lower than the angels, to crown him with glory
and honour, and didst set him over the works of

thy hands,

Theophilus enquired of the shepherds from

whom that sweet hymn proceeded. It is the

shepherd Contemplation, replied they, and we
have purposely conducted you to him, that he

may engage your minds to meditate in the word

of God day and night, and learn the wonderful

things of his law. For this is the will of him
that called you out of darkness into his mar-

vellous light, that you should now give your-
selves wholly to these glorious concerns, and

concentre all your faculties in meditation upon
the great truths which must influence your
whole life and conversation. So they brought
the young pilgrims to the grotto of the shepherd

Contemplation, which was hewn out of a rock

by the side of the lake ;
and a small clear stream

flowed by the side of his habitation.

Venerable pastor, said the shepherds, the
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wise Master Builder, who divideth to every man
his proper work for the benefit of his church,

has endowed you with wisdom to discover and

describe the Sovereign Good, and the means of

attaining it. Let these young pilgrims now
understand and feel, how far the wisdom which

is from above, surpasseth and bringeth to nought
all that men account to be wisdom and know-

ledge. Declare unto them, how when the zvorld

by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the

foolishness of preaching to flash the light of di-

vine Truth and Righteousness into the kingdom
of darkness. As they have this day received a

more perfect knowledge of the divine faith, let

them also now discern the glory and divinity

of the eternal law of righteousness, and be mo-

ved alike to admire, love, and fulfil, all holi-

ness and virtue.

The benign shepherd was well pleased with

their request, and having taken the young pil-

grims by the hand, and seated them near him,

he raised his voice, and thus gave glory to God.

Of man the highest good, the end supreme,
The glory of our nature, is my theme.

Along the tide of time I move mine eyes,

As wisdom's sons in proud succession rise,

While, swelling still, the floods of human woe

Burst every barrier, and all-conquering flow.

But who is He, of lowly air and mien.

On yon high mount, above the surges seen?

No haughty sages in his presence stand,

To humble multitudes he waves his hand;
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Of man tlie highest good, the end supreme,

From earth's foundation undisclos'd his theme.

Of happiness the prize that man hath found,

Who doth in deep humility abound,

Who knows, himself hov« vile, his God how just;
^

Pleads guilty, and on mercy founds his trust.

Thus they who mourn, in depth of mourning find

Sweet unexpected comfort sooth their mind;

Waters of comfort, flowing deep and wide.

As sink the swellings of engendered pride.

His too the promise of this fleeting life.

Whom passion fires not to vindictive strife.

Pride, only pride, insane contention fires;

But lowliness, forbearance long inspires.

And harmony, and beatific love bestow

A foretaste of celestial bliss belaw.

Theirs too the gracious promise to be fed.

Whose spirits hunger for celestial bread.

Who thirst for righteousness, ne'er thirst in vain,

They who imbibe it never thirst again.

But cursed he, whose unrelenting heart

Does not that mercy, which it needs, impart.

Eternal mercy they alone shall know.

Who prompt forgiveness, and like pity shew.

Bless'd be that spotless soul, that spirit pure.

Which shall the presence of its Judge endure,

Wash'd in the laver of almighty grace:

Such, only such, shall see Jehovah's face.

And blessed ye, who heavenly ardour feel,

The breach of discord and of strife to heal.

You are the offspring of essential love,

The holy temple of the seraph Dove :

You with the Prince of peace one labour share,

And name of brethren to Messiah bear.

Fear not, my friends, the world's contemptuous frown,

Who shares my sorrows, shall partake my crown.

D D
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For righteousness, endure reproach and shame,

And endless glory in my triumph claim.

Now must humility with pride engage.

Now love with selfishness must warfare wage.

That earth's misguided sons at length may find,

These are the principles which bless mankind,

Of earthly wisdom the direct reverse.

Heaven's richest blessing for hell's direst curse.

A beacon you to countless vessels stand.

Of light a column you to every land,

Of warring elements sustain the shock,

A tower erect on truth's eternal rock.

Let every power of earth and hell assail.

Against my words they never shall prevail,

Till by all nations it shall stand confessed.

Of these beatitudes the sons are bless'd.
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CHAP. XV

THUS Theophilus and Philadelphus passed

their time with the shepherds, experienc-

ing more and more of the reality of the powers
of the world to come, and growing in grace
and holiness.

Here they had an opportunity of witnessing

the delightful occupation of the shepherds,

their heavenly intercourse and communion, and

their services to the pilgrims who were travelling

to the Celestial City. Who that has not him-

self been an eye witness, can describe the joy
which those shepherds excited, who going forth

to the cities round about prevailed upon any
of their inhabitants to become pilgrims, and

conducted them to these mountains, in their

way to the Heavenly Jerusalem.

The return of these shepherds to the moun-

tains, leading the redeemed of the Lord to

Mount Sion, excited a sensation corresponding
to the joy which is felt in the kingdom of hea-

ven over every returning sinner. The view of this



S04 THE PILGRIMAGE

grateful occupation, and sympathy with the be-

nevolence of the shepherds, soon excited a se-

cret wish in the hearts of the young pilgrims, to

devote themselves to the same employment. It

was not long before they opened their hearts to

each other, and after much conversation toge-

ther, and prayer to the Prince of pilgrims. to di-

rect them in this great affair, they communi-

cated their wish to the friendly shepherds. It

was a calm and beautiful evening, and the shep-
herds were seated under a spreading cedar tree,

which crowns a little green hill, near the lake

that winds among the mountains. Their flocks

Avere feeding before them, and seemed to listen

with delight to their alternate hymns to the

Prince of shepherds.

In this manner then did Theophilus speak
his own mind, and that of his brother, to the

shepherds
—

Theo. Dear and honoured pastors, how
shall we thank you for the many favours which

we have received ? The Prince of shepherds alone

is able, and assuredly will reward all your kind-

ness to us. Forgive us, if we presume to request
one more favour from you.

Shepherds. Inform us what is the request
which you have to make.

Theo. If we have found favour in your

sight, admit us, we entreat you, into the fellow-

ship of your society; and allow us to share

your labours for the glory of your King, and the

salvation of his ftock.
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Shepherds. You ask a high thing, and we
'.lUst enquire of you, what is your motive for

desiring this perilous charge ?

Theo. We trust that we ourselves have ex-

perienced the unspeakable blessing of being

called from outer darkness, into the marvellous

light of the Gospel; and our hearts burn with

the desire to warn those who are perishing, as

we ourselves were, to escape for their hves.

Shepherds. By what means would you at-

tempt to win them? Know you, that whoso

wi7ineth souls is wise f

Theo. IVe zvould take heed to ourselves and

to our doctrine.

Shepherds. Beware of adding to, or dimi-

nishing from the words of the Saviour. Speak

you must as the oracles of God, and in the name
of the Lord of life, call forth the living from

among the dead. And hear you they will, if

moreover you be ensamples to theflock. For thus

saith the Lord, If thou take forth the precious

from the vile, thou shalt be as my mouth ; let them

return unto thee, but return thou not to them;
and I will fnake thee to this people a fenced, brazen

wall, and they shall fight against thee, but they

shall not prevail against thee : for I am with thee

to save thee.

Well, we are not displeased with the desire

which you have now expressed, and we likewise

approve of the means by which you propose to

accomplish your design ; but we would have you
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well premonished of the many difficulties which

you will have to encounter, as well as of the

awful responsibility of our calling.

Theo. Honoured pastors, vouchsafe now to

impart to us this necessary instruction.

Shepherds. At that fearful hour, when eve-

ry enemy pressed upon, and menaced the Prince

of pilgrims, then, then it was, that we ourselves,

tremhling through the fear of man, witnessed

his amazing fortitude. That was the hour, in

which he chose, at once, to exemplify and de-

clare the undaunted courage, which is necessary

to all those who folloxv him whithersoever he

goeth. As tJte Lion ofthe tribe ofJudah, he then

faced the whole legion which pressed him on

every side. With a look and a tone, which re-

duced to insignificance the arm of flesh that

was lifted against him, he premonished us, in

the face of the enraged multitude, of the war-

fare, to which he would soon call every one of

his shepherds. / say unto you, my friends, be

not afraid of them that kill the body, and after

that ha've no more that they can do; but I will

forexvarn you whom you shallfear: fearHim which

after he hath killed, hath power to cast into hell ;

yea I say unto you,fear Him. Behold, I sendyou

forth as lambs among wolves; be ye tvise as ser-

pents and harmless as doves, Theophilus and

Philadelphus, feel you that faith which overcom-

eth the world ? Can you despise its terrors,

can you treat its friendship as enmity with God?
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Can you disregard and encounter all its vain

reasonings, the traditions of men, the rudiments

of the world, and the oppositions of science falsely

so called, with one and the same irresistible an-

swer, Thus saith the Lord ? O i t is hard to wield

the sword of the Spirit ;
and still more hard to

confine your warfare to this one only almighty

weapon. Not by might, nor by power, but by

my Spii'it, saith the Lord of hosts. Are your
hearts prepared to meet the rancorous and fero-

cious enmity of all that is in the world against

the Cross o^ the Righteousness of God, by which

the world is condemned to the agonies of cru-

cifixion ?

Theo. Pray for us, that we may be en-

dowed with that divine faith which overcometh

the world.

Shepherds. It is hard even to understand

the exceeding sinfulness of the world; but it is

still more difficult to keep yourselves from being

entangled with it. But unless you purge your-
selves from these, you cannot be vessels unto

honour, sanctified and meet for the master's use,

andprepared unto every good zvork. Young men,

are you determined tofee youthful lusts, and are

you prepared to grapple with the corruption

which is in the zvorld through concupiscence?

Think not that they whopromise liberty while they

themselves are the slaves ofcorruption, will quietly

suffer you to expose their radical depravity.?

Think you, that they will be told that the
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thoughts of man's heart are evil continually from
his youth upwards, and that in their fiesh dwel-

leth no good thing, without opposition and ran-

cour towards you? The Prince of pilgrims
made full proof of this enmity of human nature

to the discovery of its deadly disease. He

spake the word, It is the Spirit that quicheneth,

the flesh profiteth nothing : and from that time

many of his disciples xvent back, and walked no more

with him.

Theo. IVe know that in ourflesh dwelleth no

good thing; and it shall be our endeavour, as we

ha'ce received Christ Jesus the Lord, so to zvalk in

him, and in him to root and buildup, in whom is

our fulness, demolishing the body of the sins of
theflesh by the circumcision of Christ,

Shepherds. But you have to wrestle not on-

ly withflesh and blood, but with a wisdom, which is

at once earthly, sensual, devilish. Powerful is the

mystery of iniquity; it may be compared to

that monster, which was supposed to have the

head of a lion, the body of a goat, and the tail

of a serpent. Even so the world is supported by
the flesh, and the flesh by the prince of the power

of the air, the spirit xvhich xvorketh in the children

of disobedience. Young men, have you your-

selves overcome that wicked one? And are you
moreover so strong in the Lord, and in the pow-
er of his might, have you so put on the xvhole

armour of God, that ye may be able to stand

against the wiles of the devil, to zvrestle not
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againstflesh and blood, but against principalities^

against powers, against the rulers of the darkness

of this world, against spiritual zvickedness in high

places? Theophilus and Philadelphus, beware

of self-confidence. There was a time, when we
felt persuaded that our mountain stood strong,
and boasted in the presence of the Captain of our

salvation, that, though all sltx>uldforsake him, we
would stand by him to the last, and die with

him. Yea, and we lifted the arm of flesh in his

defence. But the blunted weapon, and the in-

stantly healed wound, signified unto us that we
needed far other arms than those we then pos-

sessed, wherewith to repulse the powers of dark-

ness.

Beloved Lord and Master, how can we call

to remembrance, without an agony of grief and

shame, thy last dreadful conflict with the invisi-

ble legions of hell ? Did we leave thee desolate,

uncomforted, and unsupported, in the hour of

darkness ? Did the big drops of blood flow from

thine innocent forehead in thy wrestling with our

ghostly enemy ; and did we, guilty wretches,

remain as unmoved and dead as the stones and

the rocks? Thrice didst thou look towards us

for comfort and support in that tremendous con-

flict. Full of amazement and heaviness, thrice

didst thou call upon us, Could ye not xvatch xvith

me one hour ? Alas ! ourflesh was weak, and we

lay entranced in the sleep of death. Yet didst

thou assure us, that the Spirit was zvilling ; yea,

E E
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that the Almighty Spirit was as able as willing
to render us more than conquerors. But we
had not then learned, not to war after the flesh ;

we had not then renounced all self-confidence,

and were unacquainted with those spiritual wea-

pons of warfare, which are mighty to the pulling
down of strong holds

^ casting down imaginations^

and every high thing that exalteth itself against
the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity

every thought to the obedience of Christ, Thou
wast forsaken, thou wast wounded in the house of

thy friends, and the sword azvoke against the Shep-

herd, the man who is thefellow of the Most High.
The Shepherd was smitten, and the sheep were

scattered,' and the hand raised against the little

ones. And could thy mercy still extend itself

to the base and traitorous shepherds, who desert-

ed thee in the hour of danger ? All we were

hirelings, we saw the wolf coming, and left the

sheep, and fled ; and the wolf ravaged the fold :

hut thou didst lay doxtm thy life for the sheep.

Yes, thou didst forgive and set us over thy

flock, to feed and protect thy lambs, with far

other strength than that of the flesh; with the

strength of the experience of the weakness of

the flesh, and of the power of the Spirit. My
sons, understand you yet that the strength of

your Prince is made perfect in your weakness ?

Can you pronounce in the full assurance of

faith, the irresistible name, which breaks the

whole spell of the powers of darkness ?
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We have found, replied Theophilus, by our

own experience, that we are strong only in the

Lord, and in thepozver of his anight. Pray for us,

that we may hold fast his only strength, and

never yield it up to the Philistines.

Shepherds. Young men, it is not less

difficult to guide the recovered captives to their

Lord, than to fight your way unto them through
the enemies; for many zvalk in the King's high-

way, of whom we tell you weeping, that they are

enemies of the cross of Christ, who mind earthly

things; but our conversation is in heaven. Can

you lead in the way of humility before God and

man? The path to glory is a narrow path, a

despised path, a persecuted path; a path, from

which there are many turnings to the mountains

of Pride, where are set the pits of everlasting

contempt. Who among the children of men

keepeth his foot uniformly in the way of humi-

lity ? Who has even a conception of the line of

abasement set before him, and which was trod-

den by the Lord of glory? even by Him, who,
when he opened his mouth to declare the way,

pronounced. Blessed are the poor in spirit? His

way is a mystery to the proud ; but the man who
would discern all his treasures of wisdom and

knowledge, must view the divine word in that

light, which is most abasing to flesh and blood,

and most glorious to redeeming grace. My
sons, do you discern the divine glory made
manifest in the face of Jesus Christ? Do you
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see the transcendent excellence of the end, and

the wisdom of the means appointed to attain it?

Have you already a foretaste of the heavenly in-

heritance, a glimpse of the beatific communion
of Mount Sion, the City of the Living God;
wherein all shall be one in the Father and in the

Son, and the glory that was given to the Son, shall

be imparted to the saints, that they may be one,

even as the Father and the Son are one? Father,

spake our beloved Redeemer, I zvill that they al-

so, whom thou hast given me, be xvith me where I
am, that they may behold my glory, xvhich thou

hast given me, that the love wherewith thou hast

loved me, may be in them, ayid I in them. Does

the glory of God, who hath appointed his chil-

dren to an exaltation so ineffable, shine into

your hearts? Does the divinity of the gospel
flash into your souls ? and do you cordially love,

and earnestly desire the way which leadeth to u-

nion with God, and divine charity towards all

his creatures? And will you lead in this way of

divine righteousness ?

Theo. Our hearts burn to be ministers and

witnesses of this glory, and to be made instru-

ments to open the eyes of the blind, to turn

them from darkness to light, andfrom the power

of Satan unto God,

Shepherds. It is fitting also, before you
undertake the office of a shepherd, to weigh well

the awful responsibility of the trust committed

to you. We are commanded to take heed to our-
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selves^ and to all the flock, over which the Holy
Ghost hath made us overseers : to feed the church

of God which he hath purchased zvith his own

blood. How vast a charge is this ! Who is

equal to it? If a single lamb be lost through
our negligence, it is lost for ever, lost to the

living waters and beatific pastures of Paradise,

and cast into the pit of never-ending misery.
And can we expect that his blood will not be

required at our hands? The voice of a departed

pastor, once a burning and shining light among
us, still sounds in our ears.

** O my brethren, for

I speak to you as if I were yet among you, think

what manner of persons you ought to be in all

holy conversation and godliness; that «o you
may shine as lights in the world. Think of that

account you must give for those immortal souls

committed to your care, which were redeemed

by the blood of Christ ;
who hath sent you in

his name to persuade them to be reconciled to

God, and at last to present them to him fault-

less with exceeding joy. He sees, and observes

your labours, and will recompense them glori-

ously in that day. You will never recover your

authority, but by living and labouring as you

ought to do ;
not only by living without scandal,

but by leading exemplary lives; by being emi-

nent in humility, meekness, sobriety, contempt
of the world, and unfeigned love of the bre-

thren; abstracted from the vain conversation of

the world, retired and at home, fasting often,
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joining prayer and meditation with it. If to

such a course of life you would add more labour,

not only performing public offices, but watching
over the flock, instructing them, exhorting, re-

proving, and comforting them, as occasion is

given, from house to house, making your calling

the business of your whole Hfe; you would soon

find your own minds grow into a better temper,
and your flocks would shew you esteem and re-

gard, and a blessing from God would attend

your labours."

O Theophilus and Philadelphus, in the name

of the great Shepherd, who will call you one day
to account for every sheep of the fold committed

to your care, presume not to undertake the

charge of a pastor, without weighing well the na-

ture of the calling, and your preparation for it.

For if, while you are lovers of pleasure, or human

applause, or filthy lucre, or carnal ease, more than

lovers of God, you take the field against the

principalities
and powers, and rulers of the dark-

ness of this world; shall not the malicious adver-

sary contemptuously reply, Jesus I knoxv, and

Paul Iknow; but who are ye ? And shall he not

trample upon you, and set you at nought ? Yea,

shall not the judgment of the Most High begin

zvith the house of God, and with lukewarm pas-

tors ? And shall not the curse of Laodicea be

speedily fulfilled ? We hope indeed better things
of you; but it is still needful for us to warn you
well that the gentleness of the lamb, and the
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courage of the lion, grace and truth, must now
meet in that man, who hopes to maintain the

station of a shepherd against all adversaries. If

he be overcome, he falls not only under the

weight of his own sins, but under the insup-

portable burden of the transgressions of all

those committed to his charge. But they that

are wise shall shine as the brightness of thefirma-

ment^ and they that turn many to righteousness,

as the starsfor ever and exier.

Weigh well then, my sons, the awful re-

sponsibility of the charge to which you aspire ;

and if you still persevere in your desire, we will

pray to the great Shepherd to prepare you, if it

be his good pleasure, for the effectual discharge
of the calling of a pastor. In the mean time, we
will confide an orphan lamb to each of you, to

be fed with milk, and nurtured under our own

eye. And we shall soon have an opportunity of

judging of your aptness to teach. For the pre-

sent, we will only add, in the words of one who
is a faithful interpretei and minister of the ever-

lasting Gospel, *'They, who desire to be scribes

well instructed for the kingdom of God, must lay

aside all inconsistent pursuits and studies, and

have their hearts purified from sinful passions,

weaned from earthly affections, and filled with

zeal for the glory of God, and love to the souls

of men. They must prepare their hearts to seek

the word of the Lord ; that they may first

understand it, then practise it, and afterwards
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teach it to others. In these sacred studies they
should be diligent and unwearied

;
and medita-

tion, prayer, and a spiritual mind, will render

them dehghtful. Thus they will become able

ministers of the Nexv Testament, men of God, tho-

roughly furnished for every good work ; ready

scribes, apt to teach, bringing forth out of their

treasures things new and old ; and, beginning
with faithfulness and diligence in a narrow cir-

cle, they may in due time expect, according to the

good hand of God upon them, to be favoured with

more extensive opportunities of usefulness. But

knowledge, even of the sacred Scriptures, except
it be reduced to practice, and communicated to

others, will become useless and worthless."

Now will we gather together our flocks, and

sing to them one of the sweet songs of Sion,

such as they love, before they retire to rest, and

such as will impress upon your minds the mag-
nitude of our responsibility.

Shepherds of Salem, rise, and sing

The glory of the Shepherd-King,

The Shepherd-King, whose name inspires.

And all our hearts with rapture iires.

Flocks which on halcyon pastures feed,

To the grateful tale give heed :

Snow-white spotless fleeces bring,

And hear the praises of your King.

What time the fell oppressor's hand

Rag'd destructive o'er your land,

And hireling pastors trembling fled,

And left the dying and the dead :
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'Twas then, devoid alone of fear,

The Shepherd-King himself drew near;

'Twas tlien he prov'd himself alone

Worthy of the Shepherd's throne.

Tis not less marvellous than true,

The Shepherd-King once pasturd you,
'

Full of pity, full of love.

For you he left his throne above.

The Shepherd-King his crown forsook,

For this our humble garb and crook;

Regardless still of toil and shame,

Of every lamb he knew the name.

When from his pasture you would stray.

How did he seek you night and day I

On his own shoulders bear you home,
When in the desert you did roam !

To crystal streams he lov'd to lead.

And bid you in green meadows feed.

He bore the sun's meridian height,
^

And watch'd for you the frosty night.

'Twas he, who taught your fleece to grow,

And vie with heaven's unspotted snow.

For you that lovely mount to gain.

He bore your sorrow, guilt, and pain.

Oft did you then, sweet flock, rejoice.

To hear your Guardian Shepherd's voice,

To hear his pipe's mellifluous strain:

He lov'd your wayward hearts to gain.

He sung of pastures fair and bright,

Beaming in eternal light.

Where soon he would prepare a place,

That you might see him face to face.

F F
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O must I now that day recall.

That day of anguish to us all,

When for this flock, in combat dread,

The Shepherd-King engag'd and bled?

Alone he rose, devoid of fear,

When the murderous foe drew near.

All we aloof in terror stood,

And view'd his anguish, wounds, and blood.

Yet looks of love on us he cast,

And beam'd affection to the last ;

W^ords of sweet comfort e'en in death

He utter'd with his latest breath..

"
Farewell, dear flock, for you I die,

For you once more I seek the sky.

So long as earth or heaven endures.

Your heritage this blood secures.

O Shepherds, if you love me, feed

The flock for which I gladly bleed,

That where I am they soon may be,

And my eternal glory see."
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CHAP. XVI.

THE shadows of the mountains had now

overspread the plain, and the tremulous

rays of the moon were quivering in the forest.

The shepherds having folded their flocks, and

guarded them from the attacks of the enemy,
were preparing to retire to rest in their humble

habitations.

On a sudden, the loud blast of a trumpet,

sounding upon a neighbouring eminence, made
the mountains to echo. The shepherd Experi-
ence no sooner heard the signal, than, turning
to Theophilus and Philadelphus, he said, Young
men, you will now see, that the servants of the

Shepherd-King are not called to a Hfe of indo-

lence and cowardice. Buckle on your whole

armour, and come, witness, 'and share with us,

the warfare to which we are now summoned.

Shepherds, gather together, assemble your-

selves, set up the standard toxvards Sion. The lion

is come up from his thicket, and the destroyer of

the Gentiles is on his way.
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Speedily was the whole company armed for

the battle; and ^began to march towards the

field of danger. And now had they advanced

beyond the borders of the winding lake, and de-

filed through the narrow passes of the moun-

tains, before the last rays of the moon had died

away. Hereabouts they beheld two strong en-

campments, which had, in former times, been

successively thrown up by the enemies of their

King, the Giants Pagan and Pope. Behold,

said the shepherd Experience, the memorials

of powerful enemies, whom we have already
overcome by the blood of the Lamb, and by the

word of our testimony. Nevertheless, in their

day, while the stars in their courses fought from
heaven for us, some fearful pastors abode among
the sheep-folds to hear the bleatings of the

flocks;
—So let all thine enemies perish, O Lord,

but let them that love thee, be as the sun when he

goeth forth in his might.

Then did the shepherd lift up on high the

word of the testimony, and lo, it gave light to

their feet, and dispersed the thick darkness, as

far as was needful. The way indeed was now
set with threatening forms, and pit-falls, and

precipices; and before the light reached the re-

mote dangers, they appeared frightful, and in-

surmountable: but no sooner did the shepherds
arrive at the spot, than the lamp pointed a di-

rect and safe track through every difficulty.

The young pilgrims, who at first were alarmed
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by the threatening terrors of the darkness, hav-

ing for some time observed the effects of the

lamp of tlie testimony, began to take confi-

dence in the light, and admire the faithfulness of

Him, whose word was as the cloud and pillar of

fire, a xsery present help in time of trouble.

Now as they were marching forwards in this

manner, behold a messenger met them, who had

been sent for the purpose of giving the earliest

inteUigence of the threatened danger. The

messenger was rejoiced to see them; and the

shepherds enquired, of what report he was the

bearer?

This evening, he replied, we were feeding the

flock of the chief Shepherd upon the summit of

the, Mountain of Revelation, and celebrating

the loving- kindness of the Lord, who in these

latter days has blessed us beyond all the genera-
tions of our fathers, and expelled from our bor-

ders the Giants Pagan and Pope. Having sur-

veyed the great and wide ocean, which separates

our mountain from the main land, on which

are situated the nine other mountains, which

still continue oppressed by the iron rod of the

Giant Pope; the view of that unhappy land

suggested to our minds, What are zve, O Lord,

that thy mercies to us should be so many and so

great ; that our mountain alone, of all the ten,,

should be brought to fear thee, O Lord, and glori-

fy thy name; yea, to give glory to the God of

heaven, and become the kingdom of our Lord and
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of his Christ. Then xvefell upon our faces, and

worshipped the everlasting King, saying, fVe give
thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art,

and wast, and art to come, because thou hast

taken to thee thy great poxver, and hast reigned.

Hardly had we ceased to extol the praises of

our great Deliverer, and again cast our eyes

over the ocean, than we observed the orb of day
become red as blood, as it appeared sinking in

the deep waters. At the same instant, a small

cloud, as it had been a man's hand, arose; and

together with it, a blast swept along the ocean,

and the waves of the sea roared dreadfully. As
we gazed in awful suspense, on a sudden we felt

a tremendous earthquake, and instantly beheld

tlie nearest of the opposite mountains, which

are subject to the Giant Pope, cast forth from

its summit a black sulphurous smoke.

We immediately gave the alarm to the shep-
herds who inhabit the district of Carnal-Policy,
at the foot of our mountain

; but they treated

our warning with contempt.
But we, who pitch our tents upon the Moun-

tain of Revelation, surprised and alarmed, gath-
ered about the good shepherd Watchful. That

faithful and wise servant, whom his Lord hath

made ruler over his household, to give them meat

in due season, was standing by one of the grand
columns upon the Mountain of Revelation, upon
which a new and extraordinary light had been

flashed from heaven, during the tempest. And
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as he stood, he cast his eyes alternately upon
the illuminated column, and upon the wide

expanded prospect, and pronounced aloud, Be-

hold I come quickly. Blessed is he that xvatcheth.

Hold that fast zvhich thou hast, that 720 man take

thy crown. Yea, ever blessed be that faithful

and wise servant of the Heavenly King, rejoined
the shepherd Experience; our Lord never hath,

no, nor ever will leave himself zvithout zvittiess.

Shepherds, we are admonished now to zvatch aiid

pray lest zve enter into temptation, and to take

heed to the blood of the Lamb, and to the word

of our testimony, IVhoso doeth these things shall

never falL
The company had not advanced far, before

they were met by two other sliepherds of the

King, flying from their flocks, terrified by the

threatening aspect of the heavens.

The names of these persons were Hireling
and Short-sight; and as they ran, they cried

aloud, There is a lion in the way, a lion is in the

mountain. In vain did the true shepherds ex-

hort them to return to their charge, and admo-
nish them, that, if their Lord should find them
absent from their posts, in the present hour of

danger, he zvould cut them asunder, and appoint
them their portion with the hypocrites. These

cowards nevertheless continued to run; till the

warning of the faithful shepherds was actually
verified, A shower of arrows, discharged from

invisible hands, in the front of the company, now
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fell upon the armour of the true shepherds, but

did them no injury. The two fugitives, on the

contrary, experienced, that the coward only is

vulnerable; while the enemy is put to flight by
him that resisteth, and is not able to penetrate

the armour of those who face him in the battle.

These deserters quickly felt the piercing steel,

and miserably expired. Then observed the shep-
herd Experience, However exposed we are, from

time to time, to perils, szvord, andfamine; yet, did

we properly understand our everlasting interests,

we might find more cause of thankfulness for

tribulation, than for power, riches, and ease.

/ know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty,

but thou art rich, said the chief Shepherd to us,

in the hour of our most severe persecution by
the Giant Pagan. And when the Giant Pope
most grievously afflicted us, he spake to the

same effect, Thou holdest fast my name, and hast

not denied my faith, even in those days wherein

Antipas zvas my faithful martyr, who was slain

among you, I know thy works, and charity, and

service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy
zvorks ; and the last to be more than thefirst. But

no sooner had we experienced a mighty deliver-

ance, and a great reformation by the resurrec-

tion, as it were, of the everlasting Gospel ; and

were delivered from that dreadful yoke of spirit-

ual bondage, than we declined into carelesness,

self-righteousness, and carnal contentions a-

mong ourselves. And we heard a voice from



OF THEOPHILUS. £25

the throne, saying unto us, I know thy *works^

that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art

dead Then once more the hand of the Giant

Pope was raised against us; and then it was

that, with his last dying effort, he suddenly cast

down the outward courts of our temple, while

the careless shepherds were eating, and drinking,
and triumphing in their supposed security.

This tremendous judgment did indeed for

a time alarm us; and the witnesses of God once

more were roused to feed their flocks upon the

fair Mountain of Revelation. But alas ! this

our last and greatest deliverance, the earnest of

the deliverance of all the kingdoms of this

world, has not been felt and improved by us, as

became the redeemed of the Lord. By the

mouth of his faithful shepherd Watchful, our

Lord hath novv^ admonished us, to hold fast that

zvhich we have, that no man take our croxvn. Mer-

ciful Saviour, grant, we beseech thee, that we

may now, even now, while it is called to-day,

remember how xve have received, and heard, and

hold fast, and repent of all our unrighteous-
ness and self-righteousness. If any man hath

an ear to hear, let him hear and understand,

how, in truth and verity, he hath received, if

so be that he hath received any good and per^

feet gift from above. For what hast thou that

thou didst not receive? nozo if thou didst re-

ceive it, why dost thou glory as if thou hadst not

received it ?

G G
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Men and brethren, the searching and scru-

tinizing hour of darkness and temptation is

coming, yea, and is already come upon all the

world, to try them that dwell upon the earth. The

spirits of devils are gone forth to the Jdngs of the

eai'th and of the xvhole world, to gather them to the

battle of that great day of God Almighty.
In this fearful hour, what are we doing?

Are we such manner of persons as we were in the

days of our warfare with the G iant Pagan ? Are

we not, on the contrary, corrupted by prosperity,

and wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind,

and naked f Verily our chief Shepherd will not

thus be requited. His ineffable and stupendous

love, wherewith hefirst loved us, demands the re-

turn, not of a divided, lukewarm affection, but

the whole love of our xvhole heart, mind, soul, and

strength. Every portion of affection and ser-

vice withheld from him is fixed, I testify, upon
his most inveterate enemy, the prince of this

world. You cannot halt betxveen God and Mam-
mon. Now or never must you decide, whom

you will serve. He is a jealous God, and the

hour is come, wherein he will winnow his corn

with the spirit of his mouth, and thoroughly

purge hisfloor, andgather his wheat into the barn;
but he will burn the chaff xvith unquenchable fire,

Be zealous therefore and repent. To him that

overcometh, saith the Lord, will I grant to sit

with me in my throne, even as Ialso overcame, and

am set doxvn with my Father in his throne. He
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that hath an ear let him hear what the Spirit saith

unto the churches.

These xvords are faithful and true, rejoined

the shepherd Heavenly-mind. Since our last

grand conflict with the Giant Pope, in which

we were marvellously delivered from his yoke,
and received the scattered lambs which he ex-

pelled from his territory, it is but too true that

the poisonous and infectious mist of infidelity

has been gradually overspreading his land, as

the shepherd Watchful testifies; and alas ! it has

been wafted at times over the ocean, and in-

fected the lower regions of these mountains.

This indeed is the temptation xvhich cometh upon
all the earth. The hour of persecution may be

past : not so, the hour of temptation. Though
Balaam cannot injure us in open war; yet if he

can seduce us, and corrupt our principles by the

poisonous breath of the old serpent, the tooth of

the serpent must follow.

The company now arrived at the Mountain

of Revelation. With reverence and awe they
ascended its awful heights, and upon its summit

they found the shepherd Watchful, ever vigilant,

and observant of the signs, and of the seasons.

And thus they saluted the faithful pastor.

Watchman^ what of the night ? Watchman^ what

of the night ? The xvatchman said, The mornifig

comethy and also the night: if ye zvill enquire,

enquire yCy return, come. Behold the Lordmaketh

the earth empty, and maketh it waste, and turneth
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it upside down, and scattereth abroad the inhabit-'

ants thereof. And it shall be, as zvith the people,

so zvith the priest; as with the sergeant, so with

his master; because they have tf^ansgressed the

laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlast-

ing covenant. Go nozv, look toxvai^ds the sea.

The shepherds obeyed the direction of the

venerable seer, and looked towards the sea
;

and, behold, a black and poisonous smoke cover-

ed the expanse of waters, and the main land

beyond them. And now again the earth shook,

as it had been to its foundations, and the oppo-
site mountain in a moment clave asunder, and

darted volumes of fire from its crater ao^ainst

the heavens. The dark region of the mountains

now glared far and wide on all sides, and the

ocean reflected the burning volcano, as though
it had been flaming in the depths of the abyss.

Torrents of liquid fire were vomited from the

lofty peak, and began to extend themselves in

every direction
;

while the inhabitants of the

neighbouring districts were seen flying in terror

and anguish. In vain did they endeavour,

with the arm of flesh, to raise up mounds and

barriers to restrain the liquid fire; the scorching
torrents burst every mound, and the whole

plain was shortly in a blaze. They fled to the

remote mountains, and sought protection upon
their summits, while the sea of fire still swelled

and expanded itself continually.

The sliepherds beheld this dreadful scene
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with astonish meiit and awe, and reported it to

the shepherd Watchful, enquiring, li'atchman,

what of the night? Watchman, what of the

night ? The watchman said, The moj^ning cometh,

and also the night: ifye xvill enquire, enquire ye,

return, cofne. I beheld the earthy and to, it xvas

withoutform and void; and the heavens, and they

had 710 light. Ibeheld the mountains, andlo, they

trembled, and all the hills moved lightly, I beheld,

and lo\ there was no man, and all the birds of the

heavens were fled. I beheld, and lo, thefruitful

place zvas a wilderness, and all the cities thereof
xvere broken down, at the presence of the Lord, and

by hisfierce anger. For thus saith the Lord, Twill

pour out my indignation upon thee, T will bloxv

against thee in thefire ofmy xvrath, and deliver thee

info the hand of brutish men, and skilful to de-

stroy, and thou shalt be for fuel to thefire. The

flaming flame shall not be quenched, and all faces

from the south to the north shall be burnt therein.

And allflesh shall see that I the Lord have kindled

it : it shall not be quenched. Go noxv, look again
toxvards the sea.

Again the shepherds cast their eyes over the

ocean, and lo, the flames had melted the very
foundations of the mountains ; and in a moment,
with a dreadful crash, they sunk down into the

burning abyss. And wow the land was over-

whelmed, and deluged by one broad sheet of

liquid fire.

The shepherds reported the fearful spectacle.
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and again enquired, Watchman^ xvhat of the

night? JVatchman, what of the night? The

watchman said, The morning cometh, and also the

night : if ye will enquire, enquire ye, return,

come. Behold it is come, and it is done, saith the

Lord God; this is the day whereof I hatie spoken.

Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths

straight. Every valley shall hefilled, and every

mountain and hill shall he hrought low ; and the

crooked shall he made straight, and the rough ways
shall he made smooth; and all flesh shall see the

salvation ofGod, Shepherds of the Living God,
now let your light so shine hefore men, that they

may see your good works, and glorify your Father

which is in heaven. Shepherds, bloxv the trum-

pet in Sion; the hour is come, the acceptable time

is arrived, that, after this fearful night ofjudicial

darkness and infatuation, ye should shine as lights

of the world, holdingforth the xvord of life.

The shepherds of the Living God blew the

grand trumpet upon the Mountain of Revela-

tion, and they, that had ears to hear, speedily

assembled upon the eminence. Then they set up
on high the banner of the cross, and lifted up
the censer of Aaron, and the blood of the Lamb,
and the volume of the word of their testimony ;

and, with voices and hands raised with one ac-

cord in prayer and supplication, they stood up-

on the mount, as Moses in the battle with the

Amalekites. O Lord, the great and mighty God^

keeping the covenant, and mercy to them that love
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hifn, and to them that keep his coinmandments, we

have sinned, and committed iniquity, and have done

zvickedly, O Lord, righteousness belongeth unto

thee, but unto us, confusion offace. O Lord, ac-

cording to all thy righteousness, we beseech thee,

let thine anger and thy fury be turned axvayfrom
the City Jerusalem. JNow therefore, O our

God, hear the prayer of thy servants, and their

supplications; and cause thy face to shine upon thy

sanctuary that is desolate, for the Lord's sake.

Now I saw that, while they were yet speak-

ing, and praying, and confessing their sins, the

glory of the Lord flashed a light, brighter than

that of the sun, upon the whole series of co-

lumns which crown the Mountain of Revelation.

As beacons, immoveably fixed on an everlasting

rock, they now cast a clear and blazing light

upon the vast expanse of the smoky deluge,

which had overspread the whole earth. The

shepherds beheld the terrific scene in all its

horrors. The dark, poisonous, and sulphureous

vapour of lawlessness and anarchy had now ex-

tended itself over the earth; and all flesh died,

that moved upon the earth. Only the summits of

the Mountains of God appeared like islands,

rising above the misty deluge. Mount Ararat,

Mount Moriah, Mount Sion, now manifested

their astonishing elevation, and the purple arch

of the covenant of salvation was reflecting all its

glory upon their summits.

The shepherds reported the glad tidings to
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the shepherd Watchful, and enquired, JVatch-

man, what of the night?. Watchman^ what of
the night? The xvatchman said, The morning
cometh, and also the night: if ye xvill enquire,

enquire ye, return, come. Nozv shall ye return

and discern between the righteous and the xvicked;

between him that seweth God, and him that serxieth

him not. Unto you that fear my name, saith the

Lord, shall the iSun of Righteousness arise with

healing in his zvings. Let your loins be girded

about, and your lights burning; and ye yourselves

like unto men that wait for their Lord, zvhen he

xvill return from the wedding; that, when he

Cometh and knocketh, they may open unto him im-

mediately. Blessed are those servants, xvhom the

Lord, xvhen he cometh, shallfind zvatching. Shep-
herds of the living God, once and again be

warned to watch over your flocks, and guard
them from tlie deadly infection of lawlessness,

and false doctrine: yea, admonish one another

and comfort one another with these vrords, The

Lord is at hand. Pray moreover that the Spirit

may be poured fr^om on high upon the witnesses

of the faith, that you may he stirred up to trim

your lamps, and hold forth the pure unadultera-

ted Gospel of Grace, in the sight of all nations;

that you may become the light of the world, a

city set on an hill that cannot be hid. O Lord,

hasten thy kingdom ;
O Lord, seal no longer the

sayings of thy book, for the time is at hafid.

Come, thou root and offspring of David, thou
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bright and morning star, come. The Spirit and

the Bride say. Come. And let him that heareth

say, Come; and 'whosoever will, let him take of the

water of lifefreely, and give glory to the God of
heaven. Yea, come speedily, thou that art the

desire of all nations, and the glory of thy people
Israel.

On Pisgah's height the raptur'd prophet stood,

All earth's expanse surveyed, all ocean's flood,

Saw time's revolving circle at a glance.

And pierc'd the vail beyond in wondrous trance.

Israel's portentous camp, extended nigh,

Fir'd with astonishment his piercing eye.

His eye expanded, and empower'd to trace

The Father's blessing in the chosen race.

He saw them in affliction's furnace dwell,

Fast bound in chains of sin, and pains of hell,

Until the mystic Lamb's all-hallow'd blood

Broke the dread sorcerer's spell, and dried the flood,

Baptiz'd in ocean, he beheld them raise

The hand in triumph, and the voice in praise;

On earth's rude wilderness he saw tliem stand,

And turn their footsteps to the promis'd land.

Tis God who blesseth Jacob, who can curse?

Thy sentence, Lord, what mortal can reverse?

Lo, in their tabernacle God abides!

Jehovah on the cloudy pillar rides!

Around the throne, as Cherubim they stand.

Their mystic ensigns quarter every land,

H H



234 THE PILGRIMAGE

Before their ox the nations are as dust,

Who shall their lion from his booty thrust?

In ibur-square strength, immoveable, their camp
Of God's eternal city bears the stamp.

Thrice blessed Salem, who is he can curse?

Who can the sentence of thy God reverse?

Amidst the nations, thou shalt walk alone,

None but Jehovah shall thy people own.

Through the world's gloomy wilderness thy way,
1 see thee hastening to eternal day.

Shall Moab thrust thee from fair Canaan's coast?

Shall Amalek subdue thy faithful host?

These shall afflict, they cannot thee restrain,

From thy Jehovah who the palm can gain ?

Chittim itself, thy last and greatest foe,

Shall not of Jacob's seed one soul o'erthrow.

But who shall live, when great Jehovah's hand

Is rais'd in vengeance over Chittim's land?

With heart enlarging, and still opening eyes,

I see thy glorious day-star, Judah, rise !

I hear thy wondrous King's resistless shout !

Of thy last enemy I see the rout!

Who now the dust of Salem's sons can count.

Of Israel's rising dust the vast amount?

Thrice blessed they, who, as The Righteous, die;

His end, how glorious! and His throne, how high !

What though thy law and lawgiver shall fail.

By one offence, our Canaan to assail;

Yet Jordan's refluent floods, at length, portend.

That to thy Jesus all our knees must bend.
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Tis God who blesseth Jacob, who can curse?

Thy sentence, Lord, what mortal shall reverse ?

Lo, in their tabernacle God abides !

Jehovah on the cloudy pillar rides !
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CHAP. XVII.

THE shepherds, with Theophilus and Phila-

delphus, now returned to their peaceable

habitations, redoubling their vigilance to watch

and pray over their flocks, lest the day of the

Lord should come upon them as a thief in the

night ; firmly convinced by the face of the sky,

that the kingdom of their God was at hand,

even at the door ; when every eye should see him,

and they also that pierced him. But of that day
and hour they knew not, nor desired to know;

only to labour in their occupation, so much the

more as they saw the day approaching.

Theophilus and Philadelphus now received

from the shepherds, each of them, a white lamb

which had lost its mother.

The shepherds gave them milk wherewith to

nourish these little creatures; and they fed,

nourished, and guarded them with all their

power. Now the shepherds were very careful

about the milk wherewith they fed these babes;

because, if any unwholesome ingredient was
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mixed with it, the lambs never arrived at perfec-

tion. The primary ingredient in this nourish-

ment, \v2i^ repentancefrom dead works ; the second,

faith towards God for righteousness ;
to which

was added stronger, meat as they could receive

it.

The young pilgrims soon became very fond

of their young lambs, and the little creatures

were not less attached to them. But there dwelt

very near the place an ugly she-vvolf, whose

name was Self-will. This blood-thirsty animal

was always upon the watch to destroy the lambs,

if she could by any means elude the vigilance

of the shepherds.

Now, one night, as Theophilus and his

friend were watching over their tender charge,

and conversing upon the w^onders which had

been revealed to them, engraved with the finger

of God upon the grand series of columns, which

are set upon the Mountain of Revelation; what

should make its appearance, but this wolf, dis-

guised in the skin of a sheep? The poor little

lambs supposed that it had been their mother,

and the wolf was tempting them to stray from

their little fold and follow her. And now were

the vigilance and courage of the young men

put to the test. They soon discerned the formi-

dable enemy, and rose to preserve their little

lambs, who were disposed to follow the cruel

wolf. So Theophilus and Philadelphus seized

their staves, and pursued the wild beast, and a
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dreadful conflict ensued; for it was an old and

stubborn beast. At last, having received seve-

ral wounds, they drove away the furious enemy.
Yet did she from time to time return, watching
an opportunity to beguile the lambs; and it was

not till after many conflicts, that the two friends

at last succeeded in inflicting upon her the deadly
blow. In the issue however they killed her,

stripped her of her disguise, and exposed her

before their lambs. From that time the lambs

learned to prize their young shepherds, and wil-

lingly to follow them whithersoever they led.

And it would be happy, if all who have little

lambs to rear, would take the same pains to feed

them with the pure milk of the word, and frus-

trate the first approaches of this breed of wolves,

which abounds in the wilderness of nature, and

from thence secretly penetrates the fold of many
unwary shepherds, and suckles their unsuspect-

ing lambs.

The shepherds were much pleased with the

vigilance and firmness of the young men, and

entertained increased hopes, that they would one

day become notable shepherds in the service of

their King. Nor did Theophilus and Philadel-

phus give less satisfaction to the shepherds, by
their diligence in the study of the Book of Life.

After much application, they could now enu-

merate all the duties which it inculcated, with

every specified motive to, and means of perform-

ing each duty respectively. For these faithful
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shepherds, setting aside the vain wisdom of this

world, taught simply the practice of Christian

virtues upon Christian principles. It was their

wisdom to place every topic simply in that light,

in which the All-wise had himself placed it.

And they desired not to be wise above that which

is written, nor to fall short of divine wisdom by

leaning to their own understanding. Hence it

was that the royal flock knew their voice, for

they know not the mice of strangei^s ; and the

Spirit of Almighty God accompanied and blessed

his own appointed means.

Happy Theophilus and Philadelphus, to be

trained by such guides to the glorious office

of a royal shepherd, a standard-bearer of the

Cross of Salvation ! Frequently did the young

pilgrims converse sweetly together, and glorify

the loving-kindness of their Redeemer, in

awakening them, and calling them forth from

the City of Destruction. Every day they
became more sensible that all things which

had occurred in their way, had worked toge-

therfor their goody to humble them, to exercise

their graces, and to burn away the dross of

corruption. Not seldom did they consult

earnestly together, and lift up their voices

in prayer, to be taught, how they might here-

after succeed in beseeching perishing siymer^s

to be reconciled to God, And there was now

every reason to hope, from their simple depend-
ance upon the heavenly Teacher, that the word
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of God, in their mouths, would not go forth

in vain.

But the Lord giveth not account of any of
his matters ; for God speaketh once, yea twice,

yet man perceiveth it not. In a dream, in a

msion of the night, when deep sleep falleth upon
men, in slumbejnngs tipon the bed, then he

openeth the ears of men and sealeth their in^

struction. One night Theophilus dreamed a

dream, and lo, an archer riding upon a pale
horse came forth from a thick damp mist, and

fixing his eye upon him, drew his deadly

bow, and the unerring arrow was fixed in his

lungs. The blood flowed, and Theophilus felt

his mortal wound; when, raising his eyes from

the ground, he beheld the mist rolling away,
and lo, the setting sun, half hid behind a lofty

mountain, and surrounded by a canopy of pur-

ple clouds, appeared as though it had been the

portal of glory. As he gazed upon the delight-

ful prospect, behold, two persons clothed in

white, vvith palms in their hands, seemed to

proceed from the glory, and speedily stood be-

fore him. They looked upon him with tender

affection, and clasping their hands together,

leaned over his bed, and with one accord uttered

these words—Be thou faithful unto death, and

thou shalt inherit the crown of life.
As they

spake these words, Theophilus recognized his

long-lost parents; and stretching forth his arms

to embrace them, he awoke, and lo, it was a
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dream. All these things worketh God sometimes

with man; and yet man understandeth not. It

was not long however before Theophilus had a

second and more manifest token, that, of the

two who zvere in thejield^ the one should be taken

and the other left.
Blessed is he that is found

watching, and about his master's work, as was

Theophilus in that evening, when the angel of

death stood before him; not armed with stings

and scorpions, but as an angel of light, de-

livering unto him an invitation to the wed-

ding-supper of his Lord, to the society of

just men made perfect, and of angels and arch-

angels in the presence of the Lord of Glory.

Theophilus sorroxved not as they that have no

hope, when he felt the fatal arrow now actually

penetrating and consuming his lungs, and be-

held the stream of blood beginning to flow from

the wound. Brother, said he to his disconsolate

friend, how does it now come home to me, that

there is but one thing needful I To be prepared for

this hour I now fully feel to be the one only
concern of our whole lives. How horrible is

the state of that man, who suddenly finds him-

self upon the brink of eternity, and has never

before seriously prepared for his departure into

the unseen, never-ending world of spirits ! How
dreadful to appear before God without a Medl

ator! My brother, to stand upon the bounda-

ries of the unseen world, is a situation which

no one can imagine, who is not in the act of

I I
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experiencing it. It is as though a fire were now

proving the work which is in me. Alas ! there

L^I is f^a»l within me for the flames. The search-

/ ing fire reveals the straw and stubble of self-

dependance, self-sufBciency, and iniquity, which

remain in me, and which mine eye had not dis-

covered. Now, my brother, now in truth it

flashes upon me, that the heart is deceitful above

all things^ and desperately tvicked, who can know

it? O Lord, search my heart
,
and try my reins;

Lord, cleanse me thoroughly. Redeem me now
at last from myself, and grant that / may he

found in thee, not having mine own righteousness,

but the righteousness which is of thee hy faith.

Brother, were I to be restored to health, methinks

1 could, from what I now experience, declare and

describe the righteousness of God, the alone

foundation, with a spirit and energy, which

should burst the tombs, and awaken the dead.

Where are the dear shepherds? call them, bid the

faithful men of God come speedily. As the

faces of angels they will now be to me. I need

all your prayers.

The shepherds of the Living God speedily
stood before Theophilus. They knew him bet-

^ ter than he knew himself; they soon discerned

the state of his soul, and they knew well to

beat down the confident, and to strengthen and

comfort the broken and contrite heart. The man
that feareth ahvays, was the man after their heart.

The shepherd Experience kindly took him by the
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band, and drew from him an account of all that

was passing in his inner man; after which, he

kneeled down, and prayed fervently for him—
O God of faithfulness, we humbly beseech thee,

complete the great work of righteousness in

this thy servant, now in the season of his last

visitation. Grant that his near and distinct

view of thy judgment may not overwhelm him
with the consciousness ofthat self-righteousness,
and unholiuess, which cleave, alas, to every ves-

sel of clay. O God, the righteousness of sin-

ners, speedily complete his last humiliation

through the sight of himself, and hasten to

raise his eyes from the dark view of his own cor-

ruptions, to the bright and glorious sight of thine

own righteousness. O make thy face to shine

upon him. As thou hast shewn him what he is

in himself, make manifest unto him now, what

he is in Thee, who didst love him before the

foundation of the world, and who art thyself

the Lord his Righteousness. Behold, he maketh

no mention of his own goodness^ yea, he abhorreth

himself in dust and ashes—He pleads guilty,

unfeignedly and unreservedly, and crieth for

mercy in the name and through the mediation

of Jesus Christ. O God, we have heard with

our ears, and our fathers have declared unto us,

the noble works that thou didst in their days,

and in the old time before them. IVe look at

the generations of old. Did eve?^ any trust in the

Lordy and was forsaken ? or did any abide in his
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fear^ and was confounded? or whom didst thou ever

despise, that called upon thee ? for thou art full of

cojjipassion and mercy, long-suffering, and very

pitiful, andforgivest sins, and safest in time of

affliction. We will nozv fall into thy hands, O
Lord, and not into the hands of men, for as is thy

majesty, so is thy mercy.
The spirit of Theophilus now began to re-

vive, and the shepherd Heavenly-mind took his

hand, and spreading before him the broad and

full roll of the covenant, directed him to look

upon it, and say, what it was he could want,

that was not amply provided for in the articles

of it ; and what further confirmation, than the

oath of the Infallible and the blood of the All-

righteous, he could desire. Think not, my son,

that any strange thing hath happened unto thee,

to which thy brethren are strangers. If there

be a disposition of soul, to which the promises
of God are made, it is that of the broken and

contrite heart: if there be an evidence of self-

knowledge, and divine knowledge, and ofgrowth
in grace, it is the increased perception of our own
utter emptiness and vileness, as of ourselves.

It is the Spirit, the Spirit of Almighty God,
which is greater than your heart, which is now
at work within you, sifting you as wheat, and

thoroughly cleansing his floor, that you may be

a glorious habitation for God. Consider the

prophets and apostles of old. Did they not
rise in divine righteousness, and receive the
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Stamp of the vessels of God, just in the same pro-

portion as they sunk in self-estimation and self-

dependance below other men ? How was he es-

teemed of the righteous Judge, who pleaded,
and said, Behold I am vile: I will lay mine hand

upon my mouth? Could even blood-guiltiiiess

destroy him, who pleaded, / acknowledge my
transgressions, and my sin is ever before me : be-

hold I zvas shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my
mother conceive me : create in me a clean heart,

O God, and renew a right spirit within me ? To
whom did the Lord promise, Thou shalt rest,

and stand in thy lot at the end of the days; and to

whom did he reveal the glory of his kingdom,
and the everlasting righteousness, but to him,
who was found in the very act of confessing
with prayer and supplications, with fasting, and

sackcloth, and ashes. We have sinned and commit'

ted iniquity, and have done xvickedly ? And who
was he, that was caught up into the third heaven,

into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, but

the same, who confessed, and verily felt, / knozv

that in myflesh dxvelleth no good thing ? The same

was he, of whom it is written, that he was an

ensample to them that walk in the way of righte-

ousness, the apostle of the grace of the gospel;
to whose doctrine they who submit not, must be

anathema maranatha; after whose example who
walk not must be shunned. To him the whole

counsel of God, at last fully revealed in the dis-

pensation of the Spirit, was made manifest; and
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the gospel of the kingdom, to be declared to all

nations, committed to him. Be not thou then dis-

heartened, because, like him, thou now feelest

thine own weakness
; but, like him, bestrotigin the

Lord, and in the power of his might. Our prophet
hath smitten the xvaters of the river with his man^

tky he hath passed over triumphant, he hath ascend-

ed the chariot of Israel, he hath rode up on high in

the chariot offire. Behold him, see him leading

captivity captive; keep a single eye fixed upon

him, stretch out thy hand for his robe of righte-

ousness and immortaUty, and with his robe of

glory smite the river, and lo, his power shall be

>vith thee, his robe shall be thy robe, thou shalt

pass over the floods, and sit down at his table in

the wedding-garment of the children of light.

Theophilus received comfort from the foun-

tain of consolation; while the kind shepherds

supplicated the throne of grace on his behalf.

Having bid a last farewell to his little lamb, which

followed him with its eye, and mourned after

him
;
and having again and again thanked all

the shepherds for their kindness and instruc-

tions, he prepared to set his face towards Mount
Sion.

Philadelphus, Experience,- and Heavenly-

mind, would accompany him to the passage of

Jordan; and it was no small comfort to him, to

travel with his beloved friend and his faithful

guides. As they passed over the last of the De-

lectable Mountains, Theophilus was casting a
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lingering look upon the abode of Peace and

Calm-Deligbt. My son, exclaimed the shep-

herd Heavenly-mind, thou wilt soon behold the

prototype of every thing that is fair and lovely

below. Why do thine eyes tarry upon the

earthly Canaan, while the Heavenly Jerusalem

is coming into sight? Thrice happy place, where

dear friends who were wont to enquire together,

and hear and converse together concerning the

Land of Promise, are now in full possession

and enjoyment of it. Where they, who were

wont to complain to one another, and open
their doubts to one another, whetlier ever th-ey

should be accounted worthy to enter into it,

there rejoice together, and triumph over all

doubts and fears. Where they who associated

together for mutual edification and encourage-

ment, are joined in the communion of consola-

tion never to be parted, as on earth they were

united in the fellowship of contempt from the

world. Where they who sowed in tears, now reap

the fulness of joy. Where they are one in Christ,

as Christ is one with the Father, and with one

accord raise the voice of praise and thanksgiv-

ing to the God of all consolation, and sit down
with the fathers of the faithful, and with all the

holy and righteous servants of their Lord, of

whom they have ever heard, or read, or of

whom there is no memorial save in the Book of

Life. Then did the shepherds shew to him the

sepulchre of Moses, an everlasting monument
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of the short-sightedness of pilgrims, who stand

upon this side Jordan, and hanker after the un-

satisfactory objects which eye hath seen and ear

hath heard.

At length they arrived at the place where

Christian met the Flatterer, and he was ready

prepared too for Theophilus. So, as he passed

by, he accosted him, saying, Happy pilgrim,

what a privilege it is so soon to have finished

your course, and to receive so early an invitation

to the Feast of the Saints 1

Theophilus replied. He that flattereth me is

no friend, but an assassin. Let the righteous

smite me, and it shall be a kindness ; and let him

reprove me, it shall be an excellent oil, zvhich shall

not bixak my head, O God, mine eyes are unto

thee, in thee is my trust. So he turned from the

Flatterer with disgust.

From hence they travelled forwards, and

held sweet converse together concerning the

glories of the Land of Promise; and thus dis-

coursing together they passed through the En-

chanted Ground, having their hearts set upon
the joys of the Heavenly Paradise, a view of

which overpowereth the spell of this counterfeit

Eden of Carnal-security. Alas! how many

pilgrims here grow sleepy and careless, yea
sometimes are struck with the palsy, or have

their tongues cut out by the enchanter Love-

ease. Here it was that the Ephesian pilgrims

lost theirfirst love, and here many of the Laodi-
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cean pilgrims stand at this moment, enchanted,

and beguiled of their rezvard by one called Rati-

onal-Religion.
From hence they proceeded to the Land of

Beulah, whose air is so sweet and pleasant.

Here they heard the continual singing of the

Birds of Paradise, and saw the lilies of glory

springing from corruptible seeds, buried in the

earth. Here too they heard the turtle of peace
and loving-kindness. Here also was a pillar

with an inscription, which seemed, as it were, to

wipe away the last tear from the eye of Theo-

philus
—Let not your heart be troubled, ye be-

lieve in God, believe also in me. In my Father's

house are many mansions: if it were not so, I
would have told you, I go to prepare a placefor

you, that xvhere I am, there ye may be also,

Theophilus now felt his heart enlarged, and

began to discourse with Philadelphus, as he

drew nigh to the Land of Glory. Beloved

brother, he said, since it is not allotted to me, to

fulfil my intention of visiting my brethren in

the flesh, in order to warn them to fly from the

wrath to come, and to lay hold of eternal life, do

thou assure them that the heart of the dying

Theophilus bleeds for them. Unite his testi-

mony to thine own, and testify unto them, that

great is the provocation wherewith they have

incensed their Sovereign Lord and Judge. Tes-

tify unto them, that a speedy and horrible

judgment awaits them, unless they repent, while

K K
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repentance is available. My brother, exhort

them daily, while it is called to-day, lest any of
them be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.

Warn them not to defer, for one moment, to

turn to the Lord their God, lest they be sud-

denly cut off, and perish for ever. There was

a time when I also said unto my soul, Thou hast

many years before thee, eat, drink, and be merry,

to-day, and to-morrow take up thy cross, and

repent. O had I followed the counsel of my
carnal heart, and not in my youth been plucked

by grace like a brand out of the fire, merciful

God, what had now been my sensations! If

the passage to the unseen world, to the tribunal

of my heart-searching Judge, after the grace
which I have received, has been thus formidable

to my spirit; how should I have received the

summons to stand before him, had I been found

lingering in the City of Destruction? Remorse

and terror would then have overwhelmed me,
and I should have been driven away in my
wickedness. But now, / knoiv xvhom I have he-

li&ved, a)2d I am persuaded that he is able to keep
that which I have committed unto him aminst that

day: yea, I know that my Redeemer liveth, and
that in myfiesh I shall see God; whom I shall see

for myself and 7nine eyes shall behold, and not

another,

Philadelphus wept, and promised to remem-
ber the injunction of his dear friend, should it

ever be allotted to him, in meekness to instruct
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those that oppose themselves, if God peradventure
would give them repentance to the acknowledging

of the truth,

Theophilus now arrived at a beautiful emi-

nence, from which he beheld, as through a

glass darkly, the outline of the Celestial City,

reflecting all the colours of the rainbow; and

over it, a glory, which cast a blazing stream of

light upon the City, which no mortal eye can

gaze upon and live. Here he was admitted to

all the privileges and delights of the place, with

which Christian and Hopeful had been privi-

leged. Here he saw pillars inscribed with pro-

phecies, and testimonies of the faithfulness of

the Lord of the Heavenly City, by the fathers

of the faithful, while they were departing from

the body, and entering within the vail.

At length the channel of the river was dis-

cernible. Now there stood by the river, a cross

with a crown upon it, on which there was an in-

scription, which the shepherds would have Theo-

philus read, lest a sudden view of the destruc-

tive monster which inhabits the river, should

shake his confidence in the Deliverer. Now
this was the inscription

—

Pilgrim, who tremblest by the shore,

Where the depths ingulphing roar,

Where the monster Death expands

His venom'd jaws, and threatening stands;

Full long the torturer reared his head,

Sole lord and tyrant of the dead,
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Nor aught beheld, that.could withstand

The grasp of his all-conquering hand.

At length the champion Saviour came,
Immanuel his almighty name ;

Leading triumphant captive hosts.

He met the terror of these coasts.
'

Then first the monster quak'd with fear,

When now the Son of God drew near:

With palsied strength, and powerless sting.

He rose before the Warrior-King.

We heard the lighting of their blows,

We saw them in the combat close.

Till plunging in the gulph profound.
The lowest depth of hell they found.

Nor yet the Conqueror loos'd his hold,

Though flames Tartarean round him roU'd,

Though all the powers of raging hell

Engag'4 his valour to repel.

No respite there the foe could gain.

He breath'd Cerberean flames in vain.

On his own throne now made to feel

The deadly wound of matchless steel.

Tortur'd and wreathing, thence on high
The Conqueror bore him to the sky;
And there his horrid form displayed.

Low at Jehovah's footstool laid.

Pilgrim, to him then lift thine eyes.

And yon weak, wounded foe despise.

Thou on Immanuel's strength depend,
And fearless to these depthi descend.
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Then spake the shepherd Experience his last

words of exhortation to Theophilus While

Christ is the foundation, root, head, and hus-

band of his people; while the word of God is

yea and amen; while the counsels of God are

unchangeable; while we have a Mediator and

High Priest before the throne; while the Holy

Spirit is willing and able to bear witness to the

truths of the Gospel; while God is wiser than

men, and stronger than Satan—so long the be-

liever in Jesus is, and shall be safe. Heaven

and earth must pass away, but the promise, the

oath, the blood, on which thy soul relies, affords

thee a security which can never fail.

Theophilus felt that these were the words

of one who was a shepherd indeed, not according
to the rudiments of the worlds but by the re'cela-

tion of Jesus Christ ; and he felt an increase of

faith and hope, as he listened to them.

And now the hour being come for his depar-,

ture, he once more expressed his gratitude to

his beloved guides; and turning to Philadel-

phus, My dear brother, he said, now I feel a

foretaste of the full blessedness of the redeemed.

Now I feel how small a thing it is to give up
all that the world delights in, for the peace and

hope I now experience in Him, who hath spoiled

principalities and poxcers, who hath led captivity

captive, zvho hath received gifts, glorious gifts for
miserable men. O never, never let this hour be

forgotten by thee; but remember the dying



254 THE PILGRIMAGE

words of thy Theophilus, thy friend, thy com-

panion and run, with increased earnestness

and zeal, the race thai is set before thee, as a

faithful servant of the Most High. O sorrow-

not for me. To live is Christ, but to die is gain.
Then did Theophilus once more embrace his

weeping friend.

The sound of sweet music, as it had been

of a melodious trumpet, was heard in the air,

and the languid face of Theophilus once

more beamed on them all a smile of peace
and holy joy; and having exclaimed with fer-

vour, I come, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit ! he

courageously descended into the river, lifting

up his voice, and glorifying his Deliverer /
will magnify the lomng-kindnesses of the Lord, and

the praises of the Lord, according to all that the

Lord hath bestoxved upon me, according to his mer-

cies, a7id according to the multitude of his loving-

kindnesb-es. The Lord, the Most High, hath been

my Saviour. In all my affliction he was afflicted,

and the Angel ofhis presence saved me : in his love

and in his pity he redeemed me, and he bare me,

and carried me all the days of old. He leadeth me
zvith his right hand, dividing the water before me.

He leadeth me through the deep ; the Spirit of the

Lordcauseth me to rest. Since the beginning of the

world men have not heard, nor perceived by the

ear, neither hath the eye seen, O God, besides thee,

xvhat thou hast prepared for him that waiteth on

thee—O my soul, bless God^ the great King, O
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Jerusalem, Jerusalem the City of my God, verily

they have not told half thy glory I O Jerusalem,

Jerusalem the City of my God, thou art indeed

built up with sapphires and precious stones ; thy

walls and battlements with pure gold. O Jerusa-

lem, Jerusalem, all thy streets are paved with beryl,

and carbuncle, and stones of Ophir. And all thy

streets say, Alleluiah, and praise the Lord, the

everlasting King, and say. Blessed be God, which

hath extolled itfor ever.

Then I saw, in my dream, that the fair form

of Heavenly-Wisdom once more became visible

to Theophilus, and taking him by the hand,

supported him over the depths of Jordan, and

set him safely on the opposite shore. A smile

of peace and calm delight shed a serene lustre

over his countenance, while he laid aside his

mortal garments. For he could carry no one

thing away with him but charity, the unfeigned
love of God and of all his creatures. The flame

of charity alone was not extinguished by the

Avaters of the river, but it rested upon his head;
and the further he advanced, it shone with a

radiance and glory more pure and extensive.

For of all things upon earth charity only is im-

mortal, and abideth with the children of God,

signifying that there is a happiness infinitely

above that which the world conceiveth, and

shewing them wherein that happiness consists,

even in sympathy, fellow-feeling, and union for

ever.

t
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And now Theophilus stood upon the opposite

shore, clothed in robes of Hght and immortality;
and two angels of glory stood ready to receive

him from the hands of his guide. And with

these words did the guardian Spirit give up her

charge to the rejoicing angels
—Beloved Fidelis

and Irene, receive your dear child, from whom

you departed for a season that you should re-

ceive him for ever; not now as a mortal, but

above a mortal, a fellow-heir of glory, beloved,

specially to me, and unto you both, in the flesh

and in the Lord. Blessed are they who suffer

for my name's sake—let them leave their fatherless

children, I will preserve them alive, and let the

widozvs of the righteous trust in me. Who can

describe the delight with which the blessed

parents received their long-lost child? Who
can imagine their sensations of joy over their

son, begotten as it were again, to an inheritance

incorruptible, undejiled, reserved in heaven ? No-

thing indeed could surpass -their joy over their

child, but their gratitude to the guardian Spirit,

who had been the Alpha and Omega in his

salvation.

Now I saw, in my dream, that the three

angels of hght spread their purple wings, and

speedily mounted to the gate of the Celestial

City.

The everlasting gates were set open, and a

glimpse of the inaccessible light proceeding
from them overpowered mine eyes.
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The sound of trumpets, and of shawms, and

of bells, and the voices of harpers harping xvith

their harps, testified the joyful reception of

Theophilus in the City of God. But these

were the only words which I could distinctly

hear; Thou shalt shew us the path of life^
in thy

presence is the fulness ofjoy, and at thy right
hand art pleasuresfor evermore, Alleiuiah !

Houlstons, Printers, fFellington.
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